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NEW EFFORT TO AID FISHERIES: Lawmakers 
launch new legislation to unlock $117 million 
for commercial crab, salmon industries / A3
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COST OF CONFINEMENT: A teen inmate spends his quiet time after lunch reading in his cell in Sonoma County’s juvenile hall. Families of incarcerated children in the 
county are billed a daily base fee of $32, among the most expensive in California. 

Fees crushing families  
of juvenile offenders

The phone rings. Your teenage 
son has run away and gotten 
into a fight. Again.

He’s back at Sonoma County’s 
juvenile hall off Highway 12 in rural 
east Santa Rosa. 

For the next several months, you 
attend meetings with his public 
defender, make his court appoint-
ments and visit him twice a week 
while working full  time and shut-
tling your other children between 
school and sports.

Then you get the bill. 
There’s no daily charge for adults 

booked into Sonoma County Jail, 
but that’s not the case for kids con-
signed to juvenile hall. 

Parents of  incarcerated Sonoma 
County children are billed a daily 
base fee of  $32, among the most 
expensive in the state. The daily 
charge is in addition to restitution 
and a list of  other fees levied by the 
criminal justice system, from drug 

testing to the staff time it takes to 
collect the bill.

And many parents can’t afford it.
More than $4 million in out-

standing bills is hanging over the 
heads of  the parents and guardians 
of  children arrested in Sonoma 
County, according to numbers pro-

vided by the probation department. 
About $1 million was billed within 
the past three years. The debt can 
result in garnished wages, deduc-
tions from state tax refunds and 
calls from collection agencies.

County’s hefty detention bills create debt spiral for low-income residents
DETENTION 
COSTS, BY  
THE NUMBERS

$32
Sonoma County daily 
base fee for juvenile 
offenders

$960 
Base monthly cost for 
juvenile offenders

107 days 
Average length of stay 
for juvenile offenders

$292.77
Cost per day to house 
juvenile offenders

$100,000
Estimated cost to Sono-
ma County to collect 
juvenile housing fees

$4M
Outstanding unpaid 
juvenile housing bill

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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“There’s very low gain to the county, and when you compare  
that to the impact on families, it’s a bad calculus.”
STEPHANIE CAMPOS-BUI, co-author of a UC Berkeley report on juvenile detention fees

GUIDED THROUGH THE HALL: Guards walk juvenile inmates from their unit to a meeting 
room at the detention facility at the base of Hood Mountain.  

Bill gives 
Dems 
midterm 
impetus

WASHINGTON — In a sub-
urban Chicago district, Kelly 
Mazeski, a breast cancer survi-
vor, used the day of  the vote to 
repeal the Affordable Care Act 
to announce her House candi-
dacy, vowing to make Republi-
can Rep. Peter Roskam pay for 
his vote “to make Americans 
pay more and get less for their 
health care.”

In western New York, Lt. Gov. 
Kathy Hochul has stirred talk of  
a congressional race with her 

slashing crit-
icism of  Rep. 
Chris Collins, 
who rallied 
fellow Repub-
licans to vote 
for the health 
measure, then 
conceded in a 
national televi-
sion interview 

that he had not read the bill.
And in suburban Philadel-

phia, Chrissy Houlahan, an Air 
Force veteran challenging Rep. 
Ryan Costello, R-Pennsylvania, 
said she would make Costello’s 
decision to support the bill in 
committee, before opposing it on 
the floor, a central issue.

It is far too early to deter-
mine whether 2018 will bring a 
political wave, but the House’s 
approval of  an unpopular with 
many health care bill Thursday 
has handed Democrats a potent 
line of  attack for the midterm 
elections. While Republicans be-
lieve that fulfilling a seven-year 
promise on health care will 
energize their base next year, 
Democrats are anticipating a 
backlash that may put in jeopar-
dy a Republican House majority 
that once seemed unshakable.

By JONATHAN MARTIN 
AND ALEXANDER BURNS
NEW YORK TIMES

HEALTH CARE » House’s 
OK of repeal measure 
may offer springboard
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ALYSSA SCHUKAR / NEW YORK TIMES

Kelly Mazeski, who has been 
spurred by the Republican health 
care bill, intends to run against 
Illinois Rep. Peter Roskam.

EASING LIMITS 
ON CHURCHES
Trump’s order 
giving religious 
groups more 
voice in politics 
met with cheers, 
dread by religious 
leaders / B1

When he steps up to the pulpit today 
at his Ohio church, Chris Cutshall will 
for the first time in more than a dozen 
years bring a certainty about who shot 
and killed his daughter and her fian-
cé as the couple slept on a beach near 

Jenner on the Sonoma Coast in 2004. 
It will have been several days since 

Cutshall received a phone call from 
Sonoma County Sheriff Steve Freit-
as, telling him about a break in one of  
the North Coast’s most impenetrable 
crimes. A Forestville man already in 
custody, suspected of  killing his broth-
er six weeks ago, made jailhouse state-
ments that detectives believe only the 
gunman who shot Lindsay Cutshall, 
22, and Jason Allen, 26, in August 2004 
would know, according to Freitas. 

The 38-year-old man’s name — 

Shaun Michael Gallon, who was in-
terviewed by detectives early on in the 
case — was familiar to Cutshall. He 
had long suspected he was the person 
responsible for Lindsay and Jason’s 
deaths, a belief  he had held close and 
not shared publicly until Friday.

“We’re very pleased that the killer 
is finally captured, and we have the 
delight and the joy of  knowing he’s 
off the streets,” said Chris Cutshall, 
speaking by phone from the Fresno 

Break in slayings brings relief
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JENNER CASE » After sheriff 
IDs suspect, those touched  
by violence find comfort
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  

Jason Allen and Lindsay Cutshall took this photo of 
themselves days before they were found dead in 2004.

NEW Homes in
Healdsburg

from the low $600,000s
Save thousands in INCLUDED UPGRADES! chiquitagrove.com
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