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Tariffs loom over China trade talks 

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

José J. Hernández Ayala, a Sonoma State University assistant professor and Climate Research Center director, co-authored a paper that found a 
warming climate has made devastating hurricanes nearly five times more likely than in the 1950s. On screens behind him is 2017’s Hurricane Maria.

SSU’s eye on big storms
Climate change has quintupled the chance of monster hurricanes since  
the 1950s, says researcher who witnessed several in native Puerto Rico

Steven Mnuchin

Clashes 
with 
Dems 
persist 

WASHINGTON — The 
Trump administration ruled 
out turning over President Don-
ald Trump’s tax returns to the 
House on Monday and girded 
for a looming contempt of  Con-
gress resolu-
tion against At-
torney General 
William Barr.

The actions 
ratcheted up 
the showdown 
between the ex-
ecutive and leg-
islative branch-
es, as Trump 
and his admin-
istration continued to resist the 
Democrats’ oversight efforts on 
multiple fronts.

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin told the chairman 
of  the House Ways and Means 
Committee, Rep. Richard Neal, 
D-Massachusetts, that he would 
not grant access to six years 
of  personal and business tax 
returns. He said the demand 
“lacks a legitimate legislative 
purpose,” a view that Demo-
crats are almost certain to con-
test in court.

The Democrats were already 
moving against Barr. The House 

José J. Hernández Ayala, born 
30 years ago in Puerto Rico, 
grew up amid hurricanes.

In 1989, the storm named 
Hugo spoiled his first birth-
day party, an event he doesn’t 
remember.

But he recalls Hurricane 
Hortense flooding his home-
town of  Arecibo in 1996, when 
the family home was safely 
upslope on the mountainous 
island, crowned by the world’s 
second-largest radio telescope. 

Then came Hurricane Georg-
es in 1998, when Hernández 
Ayala, then 10, and his family 
huddled inside as winds shook 
their home and electricity 
sparked from broken power 
lines outside. A neighborhood 

church was smashed against 
the mountains by the Catego-
ry 3 tempest that was Puerto 
Rico’s worst — until Hurricane 
Maria struck with unsurpassed 
fury in September 2017.

Hernández Ayala, a geog-
rapher/climatologist whose 
specialty is extreme weather 
events, had just settled in as an 
assistant professor and Climate 
Research Center director at 
Sonoma State University. It had 
been 19 years since the last ma-
jor hurricane, Georges, impact-
ed Puerto Rico, and Hernández 
Ayala wanted to know how 
climate change might have 
impacted their frequency.

What he and a colleague 
learned was unsurprising, but a 
bit unsettling.

‘Wine Country’ ribs region’s affectations

“Wine Country,” Amy Poehler’s 
new movie about six women sharing 
a vineyard getaway weekend, certain-
ly toasts Napa Valley, where it is set 
and where many scenes were filmed 
last year.

But the irreverent, often acidic 
script also takes a few well-aimed 
shots at the arty pretensions and 
haughty snobbery that wine tourists 
sometimes encounter. Yet that didn’t 

keep the crowd of  wine industry 
leaders and film buffs from laughing 
heartily Sunday at an invitation-only 
screening of  the film in St. Helena.  

The new Netflix film’s lavish visu-
als and loving look at Wine Country 
scenery, and celebration of  the life-
style, should be enough to salve the 
occasional sting of  satire.   

“We take Wine Country seriously, 
but sometimes it’s good to laugh at 
ourselves,” said Cathy Buck, owner 
of  the Cameo Cinemas, where the 
film screened twice Sunday and 

opens Wednesday for a limited run. 
“Wine Country” also opens 

Wednesday at Summerfield Cinemas 
in Santa Rosa and starts streaming 
Friday on Netflix.

Although the Sonoma County side 
of  Wine Country isn’t mentioned in 
the film, the real-life vacation that in-
spired the film was reportedly taken 
by Poehler and other “Saturday Night 
Live” alumnae three years ago. That 
trip included excursions to both Napa NETFLIX 

Amy Poehler, left, and Maya Rudolph in a scene from 
“Wine Country,” a Netflix movie out this week.

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s top economic 
advisers on Monday accused 
China of  reneging on previ-
ous commitments to resolve a 
monthslong trade war and said 
Trump was prepared to prolong 

the standoff to force more signif-
icant concessions from Beijing.

Trump, angry that China 
is retreating from its commit-
ments as the sides appeared to 
be nearing a deal and confident 
the U.S. economy can handle a 
continuation of  the trade war, 
will increase tariffs on $200 bil-
lion worth of  Chinese goods Fri-
day morning, his top advisers 
said.

“We’re moving backwards 
instead of  forwards, and in the 
president’s view that’s not ac-
ceptable,” his top trade adviser, 

Robert Lighthizer, told report-
ers Monday. “Over the last week 
or so, we have seen an erosion in 
commitments by China.”

Trump’s last-minute escala-
tion highlights his administra-
tion’s difficult political position 
as it tries to fend off criticism 
that he has not been sufficiently 
tough on China. The president 
is facing pressure to show that 
the pain of  his trade war will 
be worth it for the companies, 
farmers and consumers caught 
in the middle. Trump’s decision 
to potentially upend an agree-

ment that many expected to be 
finalized this week in Washing-
ton appears to be a political cal-
culation that staying tough on 
China will be a better proposi-
tion in the 2020 campaign.

Fueling that decision is the 
president’s growing confidence 
that his trade policies are bol-
stering the U.S. economy, with-
out any downside. Trump and 
his advisers have seized on 
strong first-quarter growth in 
the gross domestic product as 
vindication that their tough ap-
proach to trade is accelerating 

the economy, and putting the 
United States in a stronger po-
sition than China to withstand 
any blowback from higher tar-
iffs. Gross domestic product 
surged past forecasts in the first 
quarter, rising 3.2% on an an-
nual basis in part because of  a 
sharp slowdown in imports.

Treasury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin attributed the strong 
growth to Trump’s economic 
policies, including on trade.

“There’s no question that 

Latest Trump threat puts 
pressure on Beijing to 
honor past promises
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The foundation of a heavily damaged house stands amid broken 
trees on Sept. 30, 2017, after Hurricane Maria had passed through 
Morovis, Puerto Rico.

William 
Barr


