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HIGH MARKS FOR RCU:  
Redwood Credit Union, a 
North Coast institution 
for 65 years, named best in 
national analysis / E1

AN URBAN WALK 
IN THE WOODS
Giant redwood pieces to mark Wells Fargo Center’s sculpture garden debut TimeOut

INTERIOR DESIGNER 
HOEFER DIES
Healdsburg’s 
queen of style 
was 68 Empire

Court: 
NSA data 
collection 

illegal

WASHINGTON — A U.S. 
appeals court in New York 
on Thursday ruled that the 
once-secret National Security 
Agency program that is system-
atically collecting Americans’ 
phone records in bulk is illegal. 
The decision comes as a fight in 
Congress is intensifying over 
whether to end and replace the 
program or to extend it without 
changes.

In a 97-page ruling, a three-
judge panel for 
the 2nd U.S. 
Circuit Court 
of  Appeals held 
that a provi-
sion of  the USA 
Patriot Act, 
known as Sec-
tion 215, cannot 
be legitimately 
interpreted to 
allow the bulk 
collection of  
domestic calling records.

The ruling was certain to in-
crease the tension that has been 
building in Congress as the pro-
vision of  the act that has been 
cited to justify the bulk data col-
lection program nears a June 1 
expiration. It also comes amid 
a global uptick in controversy 
over electronic surveillance, 
including a push in France to 
increase domestic spying and a 
decision by Germany to reduce 
cooperation on surveillance 
with the United States.

The ruling ratchets up pres-
sure on Sen. Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., the majority leader. Mc-
Connell has resolutely pressed 
to maintain the NSA’s existing 
program against bipartisan 

Ruling on harvest of citizens’ 
phone records comes as 

Congress clashes over action

By CHARLIE SAVAGE 
and JONATHAN WEISMAN

NEW YORK TIMES
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Weeks later, Ebola lurked in doctor’s eye

ATLANTA — When he was released from 
Emory University Hospital in October after 
a long, brutal fight with Ebola that near-
ly ended his life, Dr. Ian Crozier’s medical 
team thought he was cured. But less than 
two months later, he was back at the hospi-
tal with fading sight, intense pain and soar-
ing pressure in his left eye.

Test results were chilling: The inside of  
Crozier’s eye was teeming with Ebola.

His doctors were amazed. They had con-
sidered the possibility that the virus had 
invaded his eye, but they had not really ex-
pected to find it. Months had passed since 
Crozier became ill while working in an Eb-
ola treatment ward in Sierra Leone as a vol-
unteer for the World Health Organization. 
By the time he left Emory, his blood was 
Ebola-free.

Although the virus may persist in semen 
for months, other body fluids were thought 
to be clear of  it once a patient recovered. Al-
most nothing was known about the ability 
of  Ebola to lurk inside the eye.

Despite the infection within his eye, Cro-
zier’s tears and the surface of  his eye were 
virus-free, so he posed no risk to anyone 
who had casual contact with him.

More than a year after the epidemic in 

West Africa was recognized, doctors still are 
learning about the course of  the disease and 
its lingering effects on survivors. Informa-
tion about the aftermath of  Ebola has been 
limited because past outbreaks were small: 
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Physician who contracted virus 
while volunteering in Sierrra Leone 

was treated and believed cured

By DENISE GRADY
NEW YORK TIMES

Emory Eye Center via the New York Times 

The eyes of Dr. Ian Crozier, seen on Dec. 30, 
2014. Crozier’s left eye, at right, temporarily 
turned from blue to green, an effect of the 
Ebola virus that was being harbored inside.

Sen. Mitch 
McConnell

SF expands inquiry into police bias

First came disclosures of racist 
and homophobic text messages ex-
changed by officers of the San Fran-
cisco Police Department. That was 
followed by the discovery that sher-
iff’s deputies had been gambling on 

forced fighting matches between in-
mates at a city jail.

Then on Thursday, the San Fran-
cisco district attorney announced 
that he was expanding the investiga-
tion of the city’s police and sheriff’s 
departments to examine whether 
those agencies have a deep-seated cul-
ture of systemic bias that has led to 
unlawful arrests or prosecutions.

In a year in which many of the na-
tion’s major cities have been rocked 
by protests after police killings of un-
armed African-Americans, the broad-
ened inquiry made clear that even a 

city known for its liberal politics can 
be buffeted by accusations that its 
officers behaved in a racially biased 
manner.

African-Americans in San Francis-
co have complained for years about 
harassment and the use of excessive 
force by the police. And while African- 
Americans make up about 5 percent of  
the city’s population, they account for 
half of its arrests and jail inmates, and 
more than 60 percent of the children 
in juvenile detention, according to city 
statistics.

In Baltimore on Wednesday, Mayor 

Stephanie Rawlings-Blake acknowl-
edged a “fractured relationship be-
tween the police and the communi-
ty” in her predominantly black city 
and asked the Justice Department to 
conduct a civil rights investigation of  
the Police Department to determine 
whether officers had engaged in un-
constitutional patterns of abuse or 
discrimination.

At a news conference in San Fran-
cisco announcing the expanded inqui-
ry, the district attorney, George Gas-
cón, acknowledged that the racist text 

DA’s office to examine whether 
deep-seated culture of bigotry 

has tainted previous cases

By TIMOTHY WILLIAMS
NEW YORK TIMES
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George 
Gascón
DA said goal 
of investigation 
is to “mend the 
trust.”

GOOD YEAR 
FOR TOURISM
2014 tourism 
figures for 
Sonoma County:
$1.65 billion: 
Visitor spending
2.4%: Increase 
from previous year
19,350: Jobs sup-
ported by tourism
$143 million: 
Total tax revenue 
from tourism
3.6%: Change 
from previous year

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat 

TOURIST DRAW: Visitors view the Tucker automobile used in the movie “Tucker: The Man and His Dream,”at Francis Ford Coppola Winery in Geyserville on 
Thursday. While wineries were a big reason Sonoma County tourism grew in 2014, officials said travelers also come for the scenery and outdoor activities.

Tourism surge

Visitors to Sonoma County spent $1.65 billion in 2014 and 
generated $143 million in tax revenue, fueling 5th straight year of growth

It was another record-setting 
year for the tourism industry 
in Sonoma County. 

Visitors spent just under 
$1.65 billion in the county in 2014, 
an increase of  nearly $40 million, 
or about 2.4 percent, from the 
previous year, according to figures 
released this week by Visit Califor-
nia. It’s the fifth year the county 
has experienced growth since the 
economic downturn, according to 
Ken Fischang, president and CEO 
of  Sonoma County Tourism.

The surge meant more jobs for 
the area, as well as an additional 
$5 million in tax revenue, a 3.6 per-

cent change from the previous 
year. Tim Zahner, chief  marketing 
officer for Sonoma County Tour-
ism, said that tourism contributes 
$760 for every household in the 
county. 

While the hundreds of  winer-
ies in the county are a big draw, 
Zahner said it’s not the sole reason 
visitors are coming here. 

“People come here primarily 
for the scenic beauty and to spend 
time with their significant others,” 
he said. “You can drink wine in 
Texas, (but) there’s something 
about drinking wine in a beautiful 
place.”

Wendy Peterson, executive direc-
tor of  the Sonoma Valley Visitors 
Bureau, said visitors want a broad 

experience in the county. “They 
want to do so much more than just 
to visit wineries,” she said.

She and other local officials attri-
bute the growth in tourism in part 
to the collaboration of  businesses 
and government agencies.

“There is such a collective, 
collaborative spirit between the 
business community, the locals 
and the city government,” she said. 
“We’re all working together.” 

Tourism generated more than 
$11 million in hotel bed taxes in the 
unincorporated area alone in 2014, 
according to figures from Visit 
California. Santa Rosa collected 
$4.6 million, followed by $2.9 mil-
lion in Sonoma and $2.6 million in 
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By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT


