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Helping SRJC reflect
a changing world
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Kamala Harris, California
attorney general, is ahead
in the race for U.S. Senate.

US Senate
race: All
eyes on
2nd place
Harris leads in primary
bid to fill Boxer’s seat;
rest of field uncertain
By MICHAEL R. BLOOD
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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FOUR YEARS AT THE HELM: Santa Rosa Junior College President Frank Chong walks to the podium to speak during a faculty recognition ceremony last week on the
Santa Rosa campus. Chong has led the college since January 2012, a time of changing demographics and new demands on SRJC’s resources.

College president’s mission shaped by experience as son of immigrants
FRANK CHONG

By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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anta Rosa Junior College president Frank
Chong describes himself as an ABC from NYC,
or an American-born Chinese from New York

City.
The youngest of five children, he was raised in the
Lower East Side of Manhattan by a single mom who
immigrated to the United States during World War
II. His father died when Chong was 5 years old.
“She never really spoke English,” he said of his
late mom, Lin Chong, who worked at her brother’s
bakery and later remarried. “She did whatever was
necessary to raise five kids.”
As a son of Chinese immigrants, Chong said he
feels a strong connection with his students, many
who are immigrants themselves or first-generation
Mexican-Americans.
“I observed a lot of the challenges of being from
an immigrant family,” he said.
Chong, 59, is now putting those observations to
work, along with experience drawn from more than
three decades of work in the worlds of academia,
politics and nonprofits. He oversees a college with a
$173 million annual operating budget and 28,000 students spread across its Santa Rosa and Petaluma
campuses, the Public Safety Training Center, Southwest Center and Shone Farm, which is used for
agriculture classes. The college is one of the largest
employers in the county, with more than 3,000 facul-

HANDS-ON LEADER: Santa Rosa Junior College President
Frank Chong talks with Ellen Maremont Silver, director of
communications and marketing, during a weekly meeting.
ty and staff.
Chong is the fifth person to serve as president in
the college’s nearly 100-year history. He also is the
first minority to take on that role — and one of the
few in the country, where, he pointed out, less than
1 percent of college presidents are Asian-Americans.
“He sees the college as an institution that gives an
opportunity to all,” said Ricardo Navarrette, SRJC
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“I see my job as making sure that all students succeed,
that they get to reach their ultimate objective.”

Age: 59
Current job: President,
Santa Rosa Junior College
Previous jobs: Deputy
assistant secretary for community colleges for the
Department of Education;
president of Laney College
in Oakland; president
of Mission College in
Santa Clara; student affairs
dean at City College of
San Francisco; special
assistant to Willie Brown,
then speaker of the state
Assembly; special services
director for Oakland’s
Asian Community Mental
Health Services; executive
director of Asian Manpower Services, a job-training
center in Oakland.
Education: Bachelor’s
degree in social welfare
and Asian-American
Studies at UC Berkeley; master’s degree in
public administration at
Harvard’s John F. Kennedy
School of Government;
doctorate in educational
administration, leadership
and technology at Dowling
College in New York.

LOS ANGELES — Campaigns
are usually about winning. California’s U.S. Senate race is a
fight for No. 2.
The state’s unusual election
rules have spawned a low-key
contest this spring to determine
which candidates advance to
the November election for the
first open Senate seat in a generation. The quirky part: only
the top two vote-getters in the
June 7 primary
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torney General
Kamala Harris got in early and
everyone else is chasing her.
For now, the battle is for second
place.
That’s where it gets dicey.
U.S. Rep. Loretta Sanchez of
Orange County, another Democrat, appears positioned to be
the runner-up, setting up a potential November battle within
the state’s dominant political
party. But several little-known
Republicans also are in the mix,
representing a possible, if distant, chance of a surprise on
election day.
Headlines in the Senate race
have been scarce, and the candidates don’t have enough money
for widespread TV advertising,
the typical way to reach voters
in the vast state. A long list of
34 candidates presents its own
puzzle at the ballot box.
Voters, meanwhile, appear in
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FRANK CHONG, president of Santa Rosa Junior College

High-profile novelists target younger set
Pulitzer Prize winner Smiley
among flurry of literary writers
coming out with picture books
By ALEXANDRA ALTER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Author Jane Smiley reads from her new children’s
picture book, “Twenty Yawns” at Bank Street
Bookstore in New York last month.

At a reading in New York last month,
Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist Jane
Smiley faced an unruly crowd as she read
from her new book, “Twenty Yawns.”
Audience members squirmed and fidgeted, shouted out questions, and seemed to
get distracted.
“The beach umbrella was flapping in
the breeze,” she read. “Flap, flap, flap.”

“Look, a fly!” a little boy in a Spider-Man T-shirt yelled, swatting at a
buzzing insect.
Smiley took the outbursts in stride and
tried to engage an audience that consisted mostly of toddlers and their minders
as she read the story, about a girl who
struggles to fall asleep after a day at
the beach. “Do you know how to look
sleepy?” she asked. The children flopped
over and pretended to snore.
For most of her career, Smiley, 66, has
tried to avoid putting readers to sleep.
Now, with her first picture book, she is
joining a handful of well-known novelists who are aiming to reach readers so
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The Sonoma County Office of Education (SCOE)
will host a free Candidate Information Night for
prospective school board candidates.
Thursday, May 19 | 5:30 - 6:30 p.m.
SCOE, 5340 Skylane Boulevard, Santa Rosa

FOR MOTHER’S DAY:

Meet a daughter who
learned kindness and compassion from her mom / T1
Many resources in county
to help new mothers / D1

SANTA ROSA
High 70, Low 50
THE WEATHER, C8

Business
Classified
Crossword
Forum
Lotto
Movies

E1
E5
T6
B9
A2
D8

Obituaries B4
Scoreboard C7
Smith
A3
State news A9
Towns
T1
TV
T7

©2016 The Press Democrat

Register at www.scoe.org/training
or call (707) 524-8402 for information.
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