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WARRIORS’ MISSTEP:  
Owner’s offhand comment 
about coach’s health 
creates mixed signals, 
Phil Barber writes / B1

INSIDE

Landslide victory for Macron

Health 
care bill 
rewrite 
likely

BRANCHBURG, New Jer-
sey — President Donald Trump 
urged Senate Republicans on 
Sunday to “not let the American 
people down,” as the conten-
tious debate over overhauling 
the U.S. health care systems 
shifts to Congress’ upper cham-
ber, where a vote is potentially 
weeks, if  not months, away.

Some senators have already 
voiced displeasure with the 
health care bill that cleared the 
House last week, with Repub-
licans providing all the “yes” 
votes in the 217-213 count. They 
cited concerns about potential 
higher costs for older people 
and those with pre-existing con-
ditions, along with cuts to Med-
icaid.

Sen. Susan Collins of  Maine, 
a moderate Republican whose 
vote will be critical to getting a 
bill to Trump’s desk and who 
voiced similar concerns, said 
the Senate would not take up the 
House bill.

“The Senate is starting from 
scratch. We’re going to draft our 
bill, and I’m convinced we will 
take the time to do it right,” she 
said.

Mick Mulvaney, Trump’s 
budget director, also said the 
version that gets to the presi-
dent will likely differ from the 
House measure. Such a scenario 
would then force the House and 
Senate to work together to forge 
a compromise bill that both 

PARIS — Ripping up France’s 
political map, French voters 
elected independent centrist 
Emmanuel Macron as the 
country’s youngest president 
Sunday, delivering a resound-
ing victory to the unabashedly 
pro-European former invest-
ment banker and dashing the 
populist dream of  far-right rival 
Marine Le Pen.

Macron, who had never run 
for office before, celebrated with 

thousands of  jubilant, flag-wav-
ing supporters outside the Lou-
vre Museum in Paris on Sunday 
night.

The European anthem “Ode 
to Joy” played as he strode out 
to address the swelling crowd.

“France has won!” he said. 
“Everyone said it was impos-
sible. But they do not know 
France!”

Marine Le Pen, his far-right 
opponent in the runoff, quickly 
called the 39-year-old Macron 
to concede after voters rejected 
her “French-first” nationalism 
by a large margin. Le Pen’s per-

formance punctured her hopes 
that the populist wave which 
swept Donald Trump into the 
White House and led Britain to 
vote to leave the EU would also 
carry her to France’s presiden-
tial Elysée Palace.

Macron told the Louvre crowd 
that the Le Pen vote was one of  
“anger, disarray.”

“I will do everything in the 
five years to come so there is no 
more reason to vote for the ex-
tremes,” he said.

Earlier, in a solemn televised 
victory speech, Macron vowed 
to heal the social divisions ex-
posed by France’s acrimonious 
election campaign.

FRANCE ELECTION » Youthful, pro-European Union 
candidate defeats far-right populist rival Le Pen
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Moderate Republican  
Collins says Senate  
‘starting from scratch’
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French President-elect Emmanuel Macron gestures during a victory 
celebration Sunday outside the Louvre museum in Paris.
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Deep in northwestern 
Sonoma County’s thick-
ly forested mountains, 

about 10 miles from the coast 
and a world away from the 
bustle of  any population center, 
Mike Young walked beneath a 
towering canopy of  redwood 
and Douglas fir trees he’s come 
to know well over the past sev-
eral decades.

He was leading a small group 
last week on a tour of  his 
remote property, an expanse 
of  forest that feels untouched. 
The trees were too numerous to 
count and soared hundreds of  
feet into the sky. 

Young stopped at one about 
16 feet in diameter — so big 
that, when three people linked 
arms around it, they couldn’t 
get halfway around. Its height 
and age are a mystery.

“It just goes on and on and 
on,” Young said, guessing it 
stands more than 250 feet tall 
and is several thousand years 
old.

The tree is in good company 
here on a string of  properties 
acquired by members of  the 
Howlett family beginning in 
1949. The owners allowed only 
selective logging over the years, 
Young said. Spikes still stand 
out from tree trunks where the 
late George Howlett designated 
areas where logging couldn’t 
occur.

“Every time they cut a tree, 
it was like cutting a piece of  his 
arm off,” Young said of  George 
Howlett. When they did harvest 
trees, it was carefully done.

“You could go in afterward 
and hardly tell where they’d 
been cutting,” Young said. 

The result is this 1,380-acre 
property still encompasses a 
dense collection of  massive 
trees, including old-growth 
redwoods, that are hard to 
find anywhere else in Sonoma 
County. So rare, in fact, that in 
late February, county supervi-
sors — in their role as directors 
of  the Agricultural Preserva-
tion and Open Space District 
— approved paying $4.5 million 
to eliminate development rights 
on the private property. The 
$6.1 million easement deal, 
including private and public 
grant money secured by the 
Sonoma Land Trust, was com-
pleted in April.

The deal ensures Howlett 
Forest, as it’s known, will re-
main undeveloped for genera-

Howlett Forest preserved
County gives 
$4.5M to save 
ancient redwoods

ABOVE: A hiker 
walks through a 
clearing in Howlett 
Forest in northwest 
Sonoma County.

LEFT: Mike Young, 
became the sole 
trustee of a part-
nership that owns 
Howlett Forest. 
George Howlett 
and Jim Howlett, 
whose family had 
owned the proper-
ty for decades, died 
in 2008 and 2014, 
respectively.
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