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County land may host homes
FEASIBILITY STUDY » Possibility seen for 1,400
housing units on consolidated government campus
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County leaders are
poised to move forward today
with a yearslong effort to redevelop their aging and sprawling
north Santa Rosa government
campus, a measure that could
make room for at least 1,400
housing units.

The Board of Supervisors will
consider directing county staff
members to gauge developers’
interest in building a consolidated 500,000-square-foot administrative center to accommodate
county offices that currently are
spread among numerous lowrise buildings, most of which
are 50 to 60 years old.
The buildings have an ev-

er-growing
maintenance
backlog, currently pegged at
$258 million. County officials
think they’re better off building
a denser office complex, either
on the same site or elsewhere,
and freeing up space for desperately needed new homes.
“It’s like when you have a
car that you’re spending more
money on maintenance than it’s
worth,” said Supervisor James
Gore, the board chairman. “And
you say, what if I sold it?”
Four general locations for the

new government center are being floated by county staff: the
existing site centered in the area
around Administration Drive,
downtown Santa Rosa, the
county airport business park or
another location proposed by a
developer.
If the county moves its administrative offices downtown,
it could opt to share a site with
the Santa Rosa city government,
which is mulling its own move
out of the City Hall complex on
Santa Rosa Avenue.

GLEASON BEACH » HIGHWAY 1 REALIGNMENT

Coast road cliffhanger

Santa Rosa Mayor Chris
Coursey said the city is interested in getting new housing built
on the site, making a combined
government center an attractive option for city officials. But
Coursey warned the idea at the
moment is “one of those moonshot type of things.”
“Under the proper circumstances, it would allow housing
to be created — a lot of housing
— at the county center and on
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$16M REDUCTION

County
may cut
health
services
Union warns vote today
could cause ‘even bigger
crisis on our streets’
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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With just a foot or two of space, cars zoom past a section of Highway 1 that has crumbled and been shored up to prevent further erosion at Gleason Beach north of Bodega Bay on May 1. Foundations of homes still exist on the hillside.

Residents near crumbling road say state leaving too little time for input

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

drive on the south Sonoma Coast takes visitors
past impossibly beautiful
ocean vistas, rocky shorelines
and crashing waves, but the
coastline could soon include an
imposing new feature — a broad
concrete bridge spanning Scotty
Creek between Bodega Bay and
Jenner.
The 850-foot-long bridge is
part of a three-quarter-mile

realignment project meant to
move Highway 1 at Gleason
Beach inland by 400 feet — Caltrans’ solution to the crumbling
cliffside that undermines the
roadway on its current route at
the continent’s edge.
But even after years of meetings and draft sketches of how
the coastal highway might one
day look, many in the region still
are coming to terms with the
scale of what’s proposed and its
impact on the view and surrounding landscape.

Some planned to air their
concerns about the project this
week during a meeting of the
California Coastal Commission
at what is the first — and very
possibly, the last — public hearing on the project. But Monday,
the commission, at the behest of
Caltrans, postponed the hearing
to allow “more time to address
new information and community concerns in order to move the
project forward.”
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IF YOU GO
The Coastal Commission’s
three-day meeting will
be Wednesday, Thursday
and Friday at the Sonoma
County Board of Supervisors
chambers, 575 Administration Drive, Santa Rosa.
The meetings begin at 9
a.m.
The full reports and additional meeting information
are available online at bit.
ly/2FQewmZ.

Allies: Trump likely to kill Iran deal
German, British, French
officials say their pleas
to president unheeded
By DAVID E. SANGER AND
STEVEN ERLANGER
NEW YORK TIMES

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump is expected to
announce today that he is withdrawing the United States from
the Iran nuclear deal, European
diplomats said after concluding
that they had failed to convince
him that reneging on the United
States’ commitment to the pact
could cast the West into a new
confrontation with Tehran.
If the diplomats are correct,
the announcement will be the
most consequential national
security decision of Trump’s

15 months in office — though
it could be eclipsed in coming
weeks by his direct negotiations
with North Korea’s leader over
surrendering its nuclear arsenal.
One senior European diplomat who has been deeply involved in trying to persuade
Trump to stay in the deal told
reporters Monday the chance
that the president would keep
the agreement intact was “very
small.”
At the heart of the deal to
limit Iran’s nuclear program,
which was reached in July 2015
after more than 2½ years of negotiation, lay a bold trade.
The West would end three decades of sanctions and isolation
of Tehran that had crippled the
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Facing yet another significant
budget shortfall, Sonoma County officials are proposing slashing nearly $16 million from the
Department of Health Services,
a move that would result in almost 30 staff layoffs and reduce
funding for about 50 nonprofits
providing direct health care-related services.
The proposed cuts would also
eliminate 78 vacant positions in
the health services department.
In total, the proposed reductions
would reduce the department’s
full-time staffing roster by onesixth, from about 650 to 543 positions.
The county Board of Supervisors is expected to consider
the proposal at its meeting this
afternoon. It is not a done deal,
said Supervisor Shirlee Zane.
“There’s nothing here to be
happy about,” Zane said. “This
could get turned around in the
budget, who knows. We are trying everything we can to find
additional general fund dollars
to fill this gap.”
The proposed cuts include a
reduction to salaries and benefits of nearly $8.4 million, and
reducing by $7.3 million the total amount of funding for mental health and substance abuse
services providers. Some 118
nonprofits receive about $40 million of the county’s $95 million
behavioral health budget.
Earlier in the year, the department faced a $8.6 million
deficit in its current 2017-2018
fiscal year, caused primarily by
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Members of Code Pink, from left, Sergei Kostin, Paki Wieland, Leah
Brown, Medea Benjamin and Tighe Barry rally Monday at the White
House in support of Iran’s nuclear deal with world powers.
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