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Secretary of  State Mike Pompeo 
made a sudden, unscheduled trip to 
Baghdad on Tuesday as U.S. officials 
warned that Iran was positioning mis-
siles that could be used against Amer-
ican forces in the region.

Pompeo’s surprise visit came on the 
eve of  the first anniversary of  Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s withdrawal 
from a landmark nuclear agreement 

with Iran. Washington and Tehran 
have been exchanging increasingly 
belligerent rhetoric as the day ap-
proaches.

The Pentagon has ordered the de-
ployment of  an aircraft carrier and 
Air Force bombers in the Persian Gulf  
while warning of  the threat posed by 
small Iranian boats suspected of  car-
rying missiles.

Pompeo’s decision to break away 
from a European trip for the Middle 
East was cloaked in secrecy for secu-
rity reasons. He abruptly canceled a 

visit to Germany, where he was sched-
uled to meet with Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and Foreign Minister Heiko 
Maas, with the State Department, 
initially saying only that “pressing is-
sues” had arisen.

After flying out of  Baghdad late at 
night, Pompeo said he had told Iraqi 
President Barham Salih and Prime 
Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi that they 
are responsible for protecting Amer-
icans in their country and briefed 

Pompeo visits Iraq amid tension with Iran
By CAROL MORELLO 
AND MISSY RYAN
WASHINGTON POST
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Secretary of State Mike Pompeo, center, talks with 
Joey Hood, charge d’affaires at the U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad, left, upon arrival in Baghdad on Tuesday.TURN TO IRAQ » PAGE A2

CRYSTAL SIMONS / SONOMA LAND TRUST

An uprooted heritage oak tree is prepared for relocation on private property near Bennett Valley. Sonoma Land Trust sued the property owners, 
Peter and Toni Thompson, for illegally removing the trees. A judge ruled in favor of Sonoma Land Trust last week.

Couple ordered to pay
SONOMA LAND TRUST » NEARLY $600,000 JUDGMENT

Judge rules owners violated property  
easement by uprooting heritage oaks

Sonoma Land Trust 
Stewardship Director Bob 
Neale had seen pictures.

So he thought he had a good 
idea of  what awaited him when 
he went out to inspect a protect-
ed piece of  land on the north 
flank of  Sonoma Mountain a 
few years back. A concerned 
neighbor had reported heavy 
equipment and questionable 
activity on property protected 
under a conservation easement 
and, thus, intended to remain in 

its natural state.
But while photos conveyed “a 

sense of  it, it’s nothing com-
pared to actually seeing it,” 
Neale, a soft-spoken man, said 
of  the environmental damage 
he witnessed that day in 2014. “I 
was not prepared.”

Neale and an associate found 
a patch of  private landscape 
above Bennett Valley scraped 
down to bedrock in some places 
and a trenched, 180-year-old oak 
uprooted and bound so it could 
be dragged to an adjoining 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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SONOMA LAND TRUST, 2010

This property became a protected area when the Sonoma Land 
Trust finalized a conservation easement preventing development or 
disruption of the native habitat.

Trump lost $1.2B in business 

By the time his master-of-the-
universe memoir “Trump: The Art 
of  the Deal” hit bookstores in 1987, 
Donald Trump was already in deep 
financial distress, losing tens of  mil-

lions of  dollars on troubled business 
deals, according to previously unre-
vealed figures from his federal in-
come tax returns.

Trump was propelled to the pres-
idency, in part, by a self-spun nar-
rative of  business success and of  
setbacks triumphantly overcome. 
He has attributed his first run of  
reversals and bankruptcies to the 
recession that took hold in 1990. But 
10 years of  tax information obtained 
by the New York Times paints a dif-
ferent, and far bleaker, picture of  his 

deal-making abilities and financial 
condition.

The data — printouts from 
Trump’s official Internal Revenue 
Service tax transcripts, with the fig-
ures from his federal tax form, the 
1040, for the years 1985 to 1994 — rep-
resents the fullest and most detailed 
look to date at the president’s taxes, 
information he has kept from public 
view. Though the information does 
not cover the tax years at the cen-
ter of  an escalating battle between 
the Trump administration and Con-

gress, it traces the most tumultuous 
chapter in a long business career 
— an era of  fevered acquisition and 
spectacular collapse.

The numbers show that in 
1985, Trump reported losses of   
$46.1 million from his core business-
es — largely casinos, hotels and re-
tail space in apartment buildings. 
They continued to lose money every 
year, totaling $1.17 billion in losses 
for the decade.

Uncovered tax information 
from 1985 to 1994 paints 
bleak picture of finances
By RUSS BUETTNER 
AND SUSANNE CRAIG
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald
Trump
The president 
has repeatedly 
refused to release 
his tax records.
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Agencies 
release 
internal 
records

The Sonoma County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Santa Rosa Police 
Department separately released 
files Tuesday detailing internal 
investigations in a range of  cas-
es involving use of  deadly force 
by deputies and officers, includ-
ing five in which the civilians 
died. 

The Sheriff’s Office’s disclo-
sure included investigation 
records in seven cases where 
suspects were seriously injured 
or died in encounters with dep-
uties. The Police Department 
released files relating to a single 
case in 2016 in which an officer 
shot a 15-year-old boy in the foot. 

No policy violations were 
found in any of  the cases, ac-
cording to the records. In all 
the cases, District Attorney Jill 
Ravitch’s office either cleared 
the involved officers or declined 
to prosecute. 

Included in the Sheriff’s Office 
files were 146 pages of  supple-
mental records from the depart-
ment’s internal investigation 
into the fatal 2013 shooting of  
Andy Lopez, a 13-year-old Santa 
Rosa teen who was fatally shot 
by then-Deputy Erick Gelhaus.

The Lopez records primarily 
consist of  Sheriff’s Office pol-
icy and training documents, 
not specific to the Lopez case, 
outlining procedures for use of  
firearms. They also contain dis-
patch logs from the call during 
and after the shooting, showing 
deputies directing traffic and 
securing the scene, as well as a 
letter from the FBI stating that 

Sheriff’s Office, SRPD 
documents detail use of 
deadly force incidents
By ANDREW BEALE, 
NASHELLY CHAVEZ 
AND WILL SCHMITT
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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