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At summit, a call 
for new construction

JOHN BURGESS / The Press Democrat 

Pedro Diego, right, hands roofing boards to Eric Games and Luis Raya at the Avignon subdivision in northwest Santa Rosa, where APM 
Homes is building 43 units. A conference in Petaluma on Friday centered on housing shortages in the North Bay and possible solutions.

Claiming that a shortage of  afford-
able housing is starting to hurt the 
local economy, North Bay business 

leaders were urged Friday to get involved 
politically to acquire financing and win 
regulatory approval for local workforce 
housing projects.

“The key thing is we need to go into 
action,” said Cynthia Murray, president 
of  the North Bay Leadership Council, 
the sponsor of  a housing conference 
that drew more than 250 participants 
Friday in Petaluma. Murray called on 
attendees to join the council’s efforts to 
support new projects, go after financing 
and, when possible, reduce regulatory 
hurdles.

The effort to build more housing must 
resemble the yearslong campaigns to 
build Warm Springs Dam and the  
Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit com-
muter rail line, former congressman 
Doug Bosco said. Until now, he said, the 
housing issue often has suffered from a 
lack of  community focus.

“We are good at infrastructure. We are 
bad at housing,” said Bosco, a principal 
investor at Sonoma Media Investments, 
which owns The Press Democrat.

Friday’s conference assembled more 
than 15 speakers to discuss the lack of  
housing and offer possible solutions.

Attendees learned of  separate efforts 
by filmmaker George Lucas and Novato’s 
Buck Institute to build new housing units 
in Marin County. They heard about state 

legislation that could provide hundreds 
of  millions of  dollars to subsidize afford-
able housing projects. And they were 
assured by none other than Grant Davis, 
general manager of  the Sonoma County 
Water Agency, that despite four years of  
drought, “we’ll have enough water, so 
that’s not an excuse to say we can’t build 
affordable housing.”

Speakers repeatedly called on business 

Windsor’s Bell Village project draws fire

The proposed Bell Village 
apartment project in Windsor 
is stirring more controversy in 
town than any issue over the 
past two decades, according to 
longtime Town Council mem-
bers, who this week were pre-
sented with a petition signed by 
more than 1,000 people urging 
them to reject it.

The 387-unit project has be-
come a flashpoint for debate 

over what type of  residential 
development is appropriate for 
downtown Windsor, where there 
is a stated goal of  higher-density,  
city-centered growth close to 
mass transit. The debate comes 
amid a countywide housing 
squeeze, driven by skyrocketing 
rents over the past three years 
and a shortage of  rental units. 

Bell Village opponents have 
focused on a variety of  con-
cerns, including the loss of  old-
growth oak trees on the site and 
the number of  dwellings, which 
critics contend is excessive in 
too small a space. Opponents 
also say the project will flood 
the downtown with rental units, 
doesn’t provide enough variety 
of  housing design and will cre-
ate traffic congestion.

This week, opponents present-
ed to the Town Council a petition 
with 1,074 signatures — more 
than 90 percent of them from 
Windsor residents — stating, “We 
believe this plan will degrade the 
city of Windsor’s environment 
and quality of life and is being 
thrust upon us by a developer 
that is not concerned with the 
welfare of Windsor’s citizens.”

Robert Bisno, the Southern 
California developer behind 
Bell Village, on Friday said he 
is revising the site plan to meet 
a variety of  concerns, reducing 
the number of  oak trees that 
will be cut down and adding 
apartments with elevators to 
make them more accessible to 
seniors and the disabled. But 
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Development debate
Robert Bisno and his partners plan to 
spend more than $200 million to build 
387 townhomes in their Bell Village 
development and 360 dwellings at 
Windsor Mill.

Bell
Village
site

SOBERING STATISTICS
 ■ Apartment rents in Sonoma County have 

jumped nearly 30% in 3 years, and the vacancy 
rate is less than 3% — essentially full occupancy.

 ■ At $440,000, the average California home 
costs 2½ times the national average.

 ■ Sonoma, Napa and Marin counties historically 
have built about 3,800 housing units a year; 
to keep skyrocketing home prices in check, the 
region would need to build about 7,500 a year, 
according to a senior policy analyst for the state. 

Quake-
defying 

cellphone 
towers

LOS ANGELES — In 2008, a 
magnitude-7.9 earthquake left 
a path of  destruction in the Chi-
nese province of  Sichuan, lev-
eling whole communities and 
leaving as many as 88,000 dead.

The chaos and confusion 
was made worse because the 
temblor disabled more than 
2,000  cellphone towers, leaving 
huge communication gaps that 
lasted weeks.

On Friday, Los Angeles be-
came the first city in the nation 
to enact seismic standards for 
new cellphone towers, part of  an 
effort to strengthen communi-
cations infrastructure in prepa-
ration for the next big quake.

The proposal, passed by the 
City Council on an 11-0 vote, takes 
aim at one of the great unknowns 
in earthquake country: How will 
mobile technology fare?

There has not been a major 
quake in Southern California 
since cellphones, smartphones 
and WiFi became ubiquitous. 
When the destructive Northridge 
quake hit in 1994, landlines still 
ruled and the Internet wasn’t yet 
a central part of  people’s lives.

Officials acknowledged that 
the move is just the first step 
in making the system more ro-
bust. But they hope it will begin 
greater discussion about how to 
improve the communications 
system when it is needed most 
— in the minutes and hours af-
ter a devastating quake.

The earthquake in Sichuan 
was a big concern, said U.S. 
Geological Survey seismologist 
Lucy Jones, because the region 
used similar building standards 
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LA tightens seismic rules in 
aim to keep communications  
working after major temblor

WHO urges 
more care in 

disease names

No more animal names like 
swine flu, monkeypox and mad 
cow. Avoid place names like 
Spanish flu, Rift Valley fever, 
West Nile virus, Lyme disease 
and Ebola (a river in the Demo-
cratic Republic of  Congo).

Do not use people’s names 
like Chagas, Creutzfeldt-Jakob, 
Alzheimer and Lou Gehrig. And 
infectious maladies named after 
groups or occupations — Le-
gionnaires’ disease and butch-
er’s wart — henceforth are out.

Concerned about the inaccu-
racies and stigmas that names 
of  illnesses can confer upon peo-
ple, animals, regions and econo-
mies, the World Health Orga-
nization on Friday announced 
“best practices” for naming new 
human infectious diseases. It 
called on “scientists, national 
authorities and the media” to 
heed the recommendations.

Under the WHO’s guidance, 
a disease name should consist 
of  a generic descriptive term 
based on symptoms (respiratory 
disease, watery diarrhea), who 
is afflicted (infant, juvenile, ma-
ternal), seasonality (summer, 
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