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WARRIORS  
TAKE GAME 5 »  
Golden State 
holds off Rockets 
after Durant 
leaves game with 
calf injury.  C1

MEETING WITH 
STAKEHOLDERS »  
New Sonoma 
County law 
enforcement 
auditor widens 
office’s reach.  A3
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Dr. Brian Prystowsky talks with Tara and Tyler Vallee during their daughter Addison’s nine-month wellness exam Wednesday at Sutter Pacific 
Medical Foundation in Santa Rosa. Addison is up to date on all of her vaccinations, her parents and doctor said.

Advocating for vaccines
SONOMA COUNTY » Fearing measles outbreak, doctors take matters  
into their own hands by starting grassroots public health campaign

Each morning, Santa Rosa pediatri-
cian Brian Prystowsky checks the 
number of  measles cases in the U.S. 

as part of  his daily routine. As of  Fri-
day, there were 764 confirmed instances, 
60 more since the end of  April. 

As the number of  children contracting 
measles grows nationwide and in Cal-

ifornia, so does Prystowsky’s fear that 
an outbreak soon will occur in Sonoma 
County. The west county, where there are 
two schools that last year were among the 
top 10 in the state with the highest rate of  
unvaccinated kindergarten students, is 
more vulnerable to an outbreak, he said.

“I think in the ’90s was the last time 
where there was this many kids with 
measles,” said the pediatrician who has 
worked for Sutter Pacific Medical Founda-

tion since 2017. 
The Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention reported there has not been 
an outbreak this extensive since 1994, and 
that half  of  all reported cases so far in 
2019 are children under age 5. “The count 
that the CDC is doing every few days is 
just so scary compared to all previous 
years,” he said.

By ALEXANDRIA BORDAS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Standoff over Barr intensifies

INSIDE
Democrats aim 
for new strategy 
on Trump / A8

WASHINGTON — The House Ju-
diciary Committee voted Wednesday 
to recommend that the House hold 
Attorney General William Barr in 
contempt of  Congress for failing to 
turn over Robert Mueller’s unre-
dacted report, hours after President 

Donald Trump asserted executive 
privilege to shield the full report and 
underlying evidence from Congress.

The committee’s 24-16 contempt 
vote, taken after hours of  debate 
over the future of  American democ-
racy, was the first official House ac-
tion to punish a government official 
in the standoff over the Mueller 
report. The Justice Department de-
nounced the move as unnecessary 
and intended to stoke a fight.

After the vote, the Judiciary 
Committee chairman, Rep. Jerrold 
Nadler, D-New York, swatted away 

questions about possible impeach-
ment, but added, “We are now in a 
constitutional crisis.”

The contempt vote raised the 
stakes in the battle over evidence 
and witnesses as Democrats inves-
tigate Trump over behavior detailed 
by Mueller, the special counsel. By 
the day’s end, it seemed all but in-
evitable that the competing claims 
would have to be settled in the na-
tion’s courts rather than on Capitol 
Hill.

“Our fight is not just about the 
Mueller report — although we must 

have access to the Mueller report,” 
Nadler said during a debate. “Our 
fight is about defending the rights of  
Congress, as an independent branch, 
to hold the president, any president, 
accountable.”

The Justice Department, the 
White House and House Republicans 
lined up to contest that claim, shoot-
ing back that Democrats were the 
ones abusing their powers to manu-
facture a crisis.

In a statement, a spokeswoman for 

House panel backs holding 
attorney general in contempt 
in Mueller report impasse
By NICHOLAS FANDOS
NEW YORK TIMES
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3 plead 
guilty 
in home 
invasions

Three of  eight suspects have 
pleaded guilty to their roles in 
a series of  home invasions last 
year that terrorized a Petaluma 
neighborhood and that law en-
forcement officials described as 
a failed scheme to steal Califor-
nia marijuana to resell on the 
East Coast. 

The would-be robbers ended 
up threatening, tying up and 
beating some of  the people they 
encountered at two homes but 
found no pot, officials said. 

The intrusions came five 
weeks after a similar botched 
pair of  home invasions involv-
ing a different, yet connected 
group of  suspects from the 
East Coast. Those suspects, still 
awaiting trial in Sonoma Coun-
ty, also demanded marijuana 
or cash from residents who had 
none, and in one invasion the 
suspects shot and killed a Santa 
Rosa-area resident in his home.

Authorities have said the 
suspects in both cases share 
connections, but officials have 
declined to elaborate. One sus-
pect was from Santa Rosa, five 
were from Richmond, Virginia, 
three came from Winston-Sa-
lem, North Carolina, and the re-
maining two were residents of  
Mississippi and New York. 

The cases reflect the high- 
dollar black-market value of  
California marijuana in states 
where it’s still banned.

In the Petaluma case, Ja-

PETALUMA » Residents 
attacked in marijuana 
theft scheme that failed
By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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State overhauls sex education guidance
SACRAMENTO — California 

has overhauled its sex educa-
tion guidance for public school-
teachers, encouraging them to 
talk about gender identity with 
kindergartners and give advice 
to LGBT teenagers for navigat-
ing relationships and having 
safe sex.

LGBT advocates praised the 
new recommendations for giv-

ing attention to a community 
that is often left out of  sex ed-
ucation policies. But some par-
ents and conservative groups 
assailed the more than 700-page 
document as an assault on pa-
rental rights, arguing it exposes 
children to ideas about sexual-
ity and gender that should be 
taught at home.

The guidance approved 
Wednesday by the California 

Teacher Vickie 
Boudouris goes 
over a work-
sheet with 
second graders 
in Rancho Cor-
dova. The state 
Board of Edu-
cation voted 
Wednesday on 
new guidance 
for sex educa-
tion in public 
schools.RICH PEDRONCELLI / ASSOCIATED PRESS, 2013

By ADAM BEAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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