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STUDENT MOTHER: Heidy Ortiz, 18, gives her 2-year-old son, Dominic Silva, a cookie on Wednesday at Amarosa Academy in Santa Rosa. Teen birth rates in Sonoma County 
have fallen 64 percent since 2000. For young moms like Ortiz, who is participating in a program aimed at reducing repeat pregnancies, the birth rate is between 0 and 1 percent.

Fewer teens having kids
UNPLANNED PREGNANCIES » County experts say plunging rates  
— especially with Latinas — affirms contraception, education strategies Standoff 

ends, 3 
US men 
released

WASHINGTON — The release 
of  three American prisoners 
cleared away a last obstacle on 
Wednesday to a landmark nucle-
ar summit meeting between Pres-
ident Donald Trump and North 
Korea’s leader, Kim Jong Un.

North Korea freed the prison-
ers, all Americans of  Korean de-
scent, even as the two countries 
finalized details for a meeting 
between their leaders. The move 
was North Korea’s most tangi-
ble gesture aimed at improving 
relations with the United States 
since Trump took office.

The resolution of  the prison-
er standoff hardly guaranteed 
success at the meeting, which 
will grapple with the far more 
complicated issues of  North Ko-
rea’s nuclear arsenal, divisions 
on the peninsula and security 
in Asia. But U.S. officials said it 
sent another signal that North 
Korea may be serious about 
ending its long confrontation 
with the United States and its 
allies after nearly seven decades 
of  mutual antagonism.

Trump exulted over the re-
lease and publicly entertained 
talk that he could even win a No-
bel Peace Prize for his diploma-
cy. He was so eager to associate 
himself  with the freed prisoners 
that he decided to personally 
travel to Joint Base Andrews 
outside Washington in the mid-
dle of  the night to welcome them 
back to the United States, some-
thing other presidents have not 
typically done in similar cir-
cumstances.

“Nobody thought this was 
going to happen, and if  it did, 
it would be years or decades, 
frankly,” Trump said at the 
White House shortly after they 
were released. “Nobody thought 
this was going to happen. And I 

It’s midafternoon and Heidy 
Ortiz, 18, is done with her 
coursework at Amarosa 

Academy. She walks just a few 
hundred feet to the day care 
center at the far end of  the 
Santa Rosa alternative school 
campus and gently wakes up 
her son, Dominic.

Since giving birth to Dominic 
two years ago, the cheerful, 
hardworking student has taken 
on a battery of  high school 
courses at Amarosa, including 
English, science, culinary arts, 
social studies and math. Gradu-
ating is a priority for Ortiz, one 
that would only be complicated 
by a having a second child at 
her age.

“I want a better future for 
myself  and my son,” she said. 
“When he’s in school, I don’t 
want him to say, ‘You didn’t go 
to school, so why do I have to?’ ” 

Ortiz is on birth control to 
prevent a second pregnancy. 
That decision, combined with 
many teens avoiding pregnancy 
altogether, are among the key 
reasons Sonoma County contin-
ues to see dramatic declines in 
teen birth rates. Reproductive 
health experts say it’s also an 
affirmation of  programs that 
provide access to contracep-
tives and education on sex and 
teen parenting.

Since the beginning of  the 
millennium, teen birth rates 
have tumbled 64 percent in 
Sonoma County. For teen moms 
participating in a county pro-
gram aimed at reducing repeat 
pregnancies and increasing 
graduation rates, the birth rate 
is between 0 and 1 percent.

“Unplanned teen pregnan-
cy prevention requires many 
strategies,” said Tammy Brunk, 
assistant professor in the school 

Hispanic White, non-Hispanic Total

COUNTY SEES DECLINE IN TEEN BIRTH RATES
Teen birth rates have declined dramatically in Sonoma County since 
the start of the millennium. The average rate of births per 1,000 females 
aged 15 to 19 saw the sharpest drop among Hispanic girls.

Source: California Department of Public Health

*Preliminary data
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18.2 births
per 1,000
Hispanic 
females
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NORTH KOREA » Trump 
praises development 
ahead of nuclear talks 
By PETER BAKER,  
JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 
AND CHOE SANG-HUN
NEW YORK TIMES
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Cal Fire: Intense season ahead 

Fire officials gathered in San-
ta Rosa’s devastated Fountain-
grove neighborhood Wednes-
day to implore residents of  the 
entire state to prepare for what 
they fear will be another long, 
dangerous wildfire season. 

Some 950 wildfires have 
burned more than 5,800 acres of  
California so far this year, and 
residents need to recognize that 
fire, because of  a host of  fac-

tors including climate change, 
is now a year-round threat, Cal 
Fire Director Ken Pimlott said. 

“Throughout California, we 
are experiencing more fires, 
more acres burned, more homes 
destroyed, and just in general 
more intense fires,” Pimlott said. 

With spring rains prompting 
robust vegetation growth that is 
already drying out — it’s expect-
ed to be 84 by Friday and windy 
— Pimlott said residents need 
to take steps to help firefighters 
and protect themselves. 

Standing in Rincon Ridge 
Park with scorched homesites 
and vegetation in every direc-
tion, Pimlott used the backdrop 
left by the historic Tubbs fire to 

drive home the need for contin-
ued vigilance. 

“It’s ironic that we’re stand-
ing here today talking about 
ramping up into fire season, but 
everybody here in the North 
Bay feels like they’ve never left 
it,” Pimlott said. 

Even as the press conference 
was underway, Cal Fire and local 
crews were battling a grass fire 
at the Sonoma Coast. The blaze 
reported about 2 p.m. between 
Highway 1 and Fisk Mill Cove in 
Salt Point State Park took nearly 
three hours to contain.

Earlier in the day, legislators 
gathered at the Capitol calling 

TIME FOR VIGILANCE »  
State, county officials 
brace for year-round risk
By KEVIN MCCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO FIRE » PAGE A5

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Cal Fire Director Ken Pimlott speaks during a press conference for Wildfire 
Awareness Week at Rincon Ridge Park on Wednesday in Santa Rosa.
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