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Newsom plans $1B to aid homeless

SACRAMENTO — Calling it “a 
stain on the state of  California,” Gov. 
Gavin Newsom on Thursday vowed 
to use part of  a historic budget sur-
plus to tackle homelessness in the 
nation’s most prosperous state.

“This homeless issue is 
out of  control,” Newsom 
told reporters on as he un-
veiled his revised state bud-
get. “(People) are outraged 
by it, they are disgusted by 
it, they are wondering what 
the hell is going on in Sacramento, 
and they should.”

Newsom outlined a proposed $1 bil-
lion in spending to combat the prob-
lem as part of  his $213.5 billion state 
spending plan, an increase of  $4.5 bil-
lion from his first plan in January.

His proposal included a 
massive state surplus of  
$21.5 billion, most of  which 
he used to pad state re-
serves and pay down debt 
as he warned of  a coming 
recession. That still left 

him billions more to invest in home-
lessness as well as teacher training, 
health care for young immigrants 
living in the country illegally and a 
tax credit for working families.

While homelessness in America 
has declined by 13 percent since 2010, 

it has jumped by 9 percent in Cali-
fornia during the same time period, 
driven in part by a lack of  housing 
and soaring rental and home costs.

Newsom’s spending plan gives 
$650 million to local governments 
to build shelters, offer rental assis-
tance and convert hotels and motels 
to temporary or permanent housing. 
The state’s 13 largest cities would get 
$275 million, and the counties would 
get $275 million. The rest would go to 

STATE BUDGET » Surplus 
funds would go to housing, 
rental assistance in crisis
By ADAM BEAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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“This homeless 
issue is out of 
control,” the 
governor said.
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Donald Trump

Trump 
ups ante    
on China 
tariffs

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump escalated his 
trade war with China on Fri-
day morning, raising tariffs on 
$200 billion worth of  Chinese 
goods and taking steps to tax 
nearly all of  China’s imports 
as punishment for what he said 
was Beijing’s attempt to “rene-
gotiate” a trade deal.

Trump’s decision to proceed 
with the tariff increase came 
after a pivotal round of  trade 
talks in Washington on Thurs-
day night failed to produce an 
agreement to forestall the high-
er levies. The White House said 
talks would resume Friday but 
it remains uncertain whether 
the two sides can bridge the dif-
ferences that have arisen over 
the past week.

In his comments at the White 
House on Thursday afternoon, 
Trump vacillated between 
threatening China and suggest-
ing a deal could still happen. 
The president said he had re-
ceived a “beautiful letter” from 
President Xi Jinping of  China 
and would probably speak to 
him by phone but said he was 
more than happy to keep hitting 
Beijing with tariffs.

“I have no idea what’s going 
to happen,” he said. “They’ll 
see what they can do, but our 
alternative is, is an excellent 
one,” Trump added, noting that 

TRADE TUSSLE » US 
levies increase on $200B  
of imports amid talks
By ALAN RAPPEPORT  
AND ANA SWANSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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Surfer recalls scary close call with shark 

Katie Wilson was still paddling out 
to catch her first wave when an un-
seen force wrenched her surfboard 
hard, and she was suddenly launched 
into what felt like a life-or-death strug-
gle with a great white shark.

It happened in a flash of  confusion 

and rising panic, up to 100 yards off-
shore of  North Salmon Creek Beach 
on Tuesday, after the shark caught 
her surfboard leash in its mouth, gave 
a yank and began to thrash.

Wilson, a Santa Rosa massage ther-
apist, thought at first a dolphin might 
have gotten tangled in the cord tether-
ing her board to her ankle. She knew 
she was too far from land to have got-

ten stuck on a rock below the surf.
But as the water began to boil with 

the motion of  the animal jerking her 
board back and forth, she looked over 
her shoulder and saw it raise its head 
from the water toward the end of  her 
board. She peered in its eyes and real-
ized, somehow, “it was attached to me.” 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Katie Wilson 
heads back out 
to Bodega Bay 
on Wednesday, 
one day after 
she survived an 
encounter with 
a great white 
shark while 
surfing near 
North Salmon 
Creek Beach. 

JORDAN FRENCH

“At that time, I was in shock. I didn’t know if I had gotten bitten.”
KATIE WILSON, Santa Rosa massage therapist and surfer on her battle with a great white shark on the Sonoma Coast
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Jason Covais of Playtri repairs a bicycle for an Ironman Santa Rosa competitor Thursday inside a tent on Old Courthouse Square in Santa Rosa. 
Athletes are flocking to Wine Country to compete Saturday in the annual triathlon, marking its third year. 

Prepping for race day 
IRONMAN SANTA ROSA » Athletes gearing up for triathlon in  
Wine Country help with wildfire restoration along Mark West Creek 

They’ll race a triathlon 
Saturday. But first, yard-
work.

Before competing in the 
140.6-mile swim, bike and run, 
volunteer-minded Ironman 
Santa Rosa athletes on Thurs-
day helped clean up riparian 
habitat along Mark West Creek 
— a stretch of  Sonoma County 
that still bears scars from the 
deadly 2017 Tubbs fire.

Several dozen volunteers 
wielded weed-whackers, 
wheelbarrows, loppers, 
rakes and shovels under 
the supervision of  Mark 
West Estates block captains, 

including Mike Holdner.
Early this week, Holdner was 

busy collecting landscaping 
tools for Thursday’s work party.

“When your house burns 
down, you don’t have lawn 
tools,” he said. “It’s really cool 
that Ironman is reaching out. 
They specifically wanted to 
work in a burned neighbor-
hood. Everything else costs us 
money, because we don’t have 
insurance for all this stuff. So 
this is a pretty big step. Every-
one is very thankful that we’ve 
got this opportunity.”

Beyond the volunteer out-
reach, Ironman organizers have 
been busy this week finalizing Katie Mendicino clears a concrete block Thursday with volunteers 

organized by the Ironman Foundation working along Mark West 
Creek near houses being rebuilt in the Larkfield-Wikiup area.
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