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‘I AM JUST AS MUCH GAY AS I AM ASIAN’:  
SR’s Laugh Cellar bringing the voices of  
LGBT comedy, including Aidan Park / D1
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How do we meet housing goals?
COUNTY PROPOSALS
A report released by the Sonoma 
County Economic Development Board 
looks at how to achieve housing goals. 
Some ideas:

 ■ Formation of an Employer Housing 
Council, which would include private 
business leaders, local elected officials, 
nonprofit representatives and builders. 

 ■A campaign for a proposed  
$300 million housing bond.

 ■  Housing code changes to temporari-
ly allow trailers on and near rebuilding 
sites for construction workers.

Sonoma County will need new and 
innovative strategies to build at least  
25,000 housing units over the next five years 
for the local economy to keep pace in the af-
termath of  last year’s fires, county officials 
outlined Thursday in a new strategic plan 
to guide economic development.

The new units must be built by 2023 to 
account for employment growth, fire loss-
es and overcrowding, the county Economic 
Development Board concluded in its report.

“Until this challenge is met, Sonoma 
County remains at risk of  losing residents 
who cannot find or afford a place to live,” 
the report states. “In turn, it will be difficult 
for businesses and other organizations to 
operate — from manufacturers and grow-
ers to nonprofits, hospitals, government 
agencies, and schools.”

The report offered such solutions as the 
formation of  a Sonoma County Employer 
Housing Council, which would include pri-

vate business leaders, local elected officials, 
nonprofit representatives and builders; a 
campaign for a proposed $300 million hous-
ing bond; and housing code changes to tem-
porarily allow trailers on and near rebuild-
ing sites for construction workers.

Local business leaders must become 
more heavily involved in the campaign for 
new housing, which will affect their abili-
ty to attract top talent, said Ben Stone, the 
board’s executive director. “Without the 
workforce, we can’t have housing. Without 
housing, we can’t have a larger economy,” 

‘Until this challenge is met,  
Sonoma County remains at risk  
of losing residents,’ report says
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Trump exults in prisoners’ release, Kim meeting

WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump, 
ecstatic over the release of  three Americans from 
prison in North Korea, confirmed Thursday that 
he would meet Kim Jong Un, the North’s leader, in 
Singapore on June 12, setting the date for a once 
unimaginable encounter.

The choice of  Singapore, a tidy, prosperous city-
state with ties to both the United States and North 
Korea, is a small victory for Trump’s advisers, 
who talked him out of  meeting Kim in the Demil-

itarized Zone between North and South Korea — 
a far more symbolic, but politically problematic, 
location.

“We will both try to make it a very special mo-
ment for World Peace!” Trump said in a midmorn-
ing post on Twitter, hours after he traveled in the 
middle of  the night to Joint 
Base Andrews near Washing-
ton to greet the three men: 
Kim Dong-chul, Tony Kim 
and Kim Hak-song.

North Korea’s release of  the Americans lifted a 
major obstacle to the summit. Secretary of  State 
Mike Pompeo, who has taken charge of  the diplo-
matic opening to the North, finalized its date and 

President  
Donald Trump, 
from left, greets 
Tony Kim, Kim 
Hak-song and 
Kim Dong-chul, 
Americans who 
were detained 
in North Korea, 
as they arrive 
Thursday in the 
U.S. First lady 
Melania Trump 
also cheers their 
arrival at right.
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By MARK LANDLER AND KATIE ROGERS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Presidential party meets Americans; 
Singapore to host June meeting

INSIDE
Life after detention  
in North Korea / A9
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This lot in Fountaingrove was one of thousands in Sonoma County that were cleaned after the Tubbs fire last October. Santa Rosa Mayor Chris 
Coursey called the removal of 2.2 million tons of debris from Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino and Lake counties in seven months “unprecedented.”

Marking a ‘milestone’
OCTOBER FIRES » Debris cleanup is nearly complete, but officials 
assure community that recovery will go on: ‘We’ll still be here to help’

Cleanup of  debris from the North Bay wild-
fires is 99 percent complete, but federal, state 
and local officials said Thursday there is still 

much reclamation work to be done in the wake of  
October infernos that destroyed more than 6,000 

homes.
“We are here 

today to mark a 
milestone,” Santa 
Rosa Mayor Chris 

Coursey said, calling the removal of  2.2 million tons 
of  debris from Sonoma, Napa, Mendocino and Lake 
counties in seven months “unprecedented.”

Coursey opened a televised news conference 
Thursday morning on the concrete apron in front 

of  Fire Department Station 10 in southwest Santa 
Rosa.

“We do have a long road ahead of  us,” said Sono-
ma County Supervisor Shirlee Zane. “It is about re-
building people’s lives.”

The four-county government cleanup has cost 
more than $1.3 billion, officials said.

Mark Ghilarducci, director of  the California Of-
fice of  Emergency Services, said it was the largest 
debris cleanup since the 1906 earthquake and fire 
in San Francisco and “one of  the most complicated 
we’ve seen in our country.”

The government cleanup is 99 percent complete, 
he said, with “a handful of  properties that need to 
be addressed.”

And when all the ash, concrete and other debris 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

TURN TO CLEANUP » PAGE A2

“We do 
have a 
long road 
ahead of us. 
It is about 
rebuilding 
people’s 
lives.”
SHIRLEE ZANE,  
Sonoma County  
supervisor

MAKING REBUILDING EASIER
City waives setbacks that many  
survivors see as overly restrictive  / A3

Israel 
strikes 
Iranian 
targets

JERUSALEM — The tense 
shadow war between Iran and 
Israel burst into the open early 
Thursday as Israeli warplanes 
struck dozens of  Iranian mili-
tary targets inside Syria. It was 
a furious response to what Israel 
called an Iranian rocket attack 
launched from Syrian territory 
just hours earlier.

The exchanges — the most 
serious assaults from each side 
in their faceoff over Iran’s pres-
ence in Syria — took place a little 
more than a day after the United 
States withdrew from the Iran 
nuclear agreement.

Israel’s defense minister said 
that Israeli warplanes had de-
stroyed “nearly all” of  Iran’s 
military infrastructure in Syria 
after Iran launched 20 rockets 
at Israeli-held territory, none 
reaching their targets.

Iran struck shortly after Presi-
dent Donald Trump pulled out of  
the nuclear agreement, raising 
speculation that it no longer felt 
constrained by the possibility 
that the Americans might scrap 
the deal if  Iran attacked Israel.

Israel appeared newly embold-
ened as well, partly because of  
what seemed like extraordinary 
latitude from Russia, Syria’s 
most important ally, allowing 
the Israelis to act against Iran’s 
military assets in Syria.

Moscow did not condemn  
Israel’s strikes, as it had in the 

SYRIA » A shadow war 
bursts out into the open 
with furious retaliation
By ISABEL KERSHNER  
AND DAVID M. HALBFINGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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BEAUTY FROM THE ASHES » 
‘Things take new form, and it 
doesn’t mean they’re lost’. A3

‘BALL OF FLUFF’ BACK HOME » 
Baby owl returned to tree in 
Sonoma Plaza after a fall.  A6

FACING THE NEW ROCKETS »  
How will Warriors stack up 
against Houston defense?   C1


