
AND THEY’RE OFF » Warriors 
defeat Rockets, 118-113, and 
head to conference finals.   C1

MAP FOR THAT » Finally a 
source that shows Sonoma 
Valley’s vineyards.  B8

EDIBLE BLOOMS » Add bits of 
color to monochrome meals 
with colorful flowers.   D1

SATURDAY, MAY 11, 2019 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

SANTA ROSA
High 74, Low 49
THE WEATHER, C8

Advice B7
Business B8
Classified D8

Comics B6
Crossword B7
Editorial A12

Lotto A2
Movies D2
Nation-World B1

Obituaries B3
SonomaHome D1
State news A6

MORE BREAK-INS REPORTED: Another theft 
reported at Public Storage in Petaluma, 
where up to $100,000 of art was stolen. / A3

©2019 
The Press 
Democrat

Snoopy’s Home Ice closes for $1M renovation
For 50 years, the pipes that 

chill the ice under Snoopy’s 
Home Ice have gone beyond the 
call of  duty, whether supporting 
a youth with dreams of  a profes-
sional hockey career or skaters 
on a Friday night date.

Those pipes are now going 
into deep freeze. The Redwood 
Empire Ice Arena in Santa 
Rosa has started on an almost 

$1 million renovation to update 
the below-ground infrastruc-
ture that keeps the ice smooth 
for the arena originally built by 
Charles M. Schulz, cartoonist 
and creator of  the comic stip 
“Peanuts,” and his wife, Joyce.

The work started on Mon-
day and is slated to continue 
through Sept. 6. 

“We have miles of  pipe under-
neath,” said Gina Huntsinger, 
general manager of  the rink. 
“It’s pretty amazing they last 

this long.”
The rink has about 110,000 

users year-round. Management 
decided summer would be best 
time to do the pipe replacement, 
even though it forced the arena 
to cancel the popular Snoopy’s 
Senior World Hockey Tourna-
ment that has been held there 
for 40 years. The tournament 
will be back in 2020.

“People just like the magic of  

Carson Riley 
operates the 
Zamboni on 
Friday to 
scrape up the 
paint layer that 
sat beneath the 
layers of ice at 
Snoopy’s Home 
Ice in Santa 
Rosa.
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Trade talks end without deal

WASHINGTON — Trade 
talks between China and the 
United States ended on Friday 
without a deal as President 
Donald Trump raised tariffs on 
$200 billion worth of  Chinese 

imports and signaled he 
was prepared for a pro-
longed economic fight.

Trump, who only 
weeks ago predicted a 
signing ceremony for an 
“epic” trade deal with President 
Xi Jinping of  China, reclaimed 
his stance of  threatening Bei-
jing and insisting his approach 
would help the U.S. economy. In 
a flurry of  tweets Friday, Trump 
warned that he would tax near-
ly all of  China’s imports if  the 
country continued to backtrack 

on a trade deal.
“Tariffs will make our 

Country MUCH STRON-
GER, not weaker. Just sit 
back and watch!” Trump 
said Friday morning, 

adding that the Chinese “should 
not renegotiate deals with the 
U.S. at the last minute.”

While both sides indicated 
there would be future discus-
sions, the toughened stance 
thrust the world’s two largest 
economies back into a trade war 
that one week ago had seemed 

on the cusp of  ending. Trump 
and his advisers were surprised 
by what they saw as China’s at-
tempt to renege on parts of  an 
emerging trade deal and two 
days of  talks this week did noth-
ing to resolve those concerns. 
Trump is now moving ahead 
with plans to impose 25% tariffs 
on all remaining Chinese im-
ports. Those new tariffs could go 
into effect in a matter of  weeks.

In a statement Friday eve-
ning, the U.S. trade representa-
tive said Trump had “ordered us 

to begin the process of  raising 
tariffs on essentially all remain-
ing imports from China, which 
are valued at approximately 
$300 billion.”

On Friday afternoon, Trump 
suggested that the ball was in 
Beijing’s court, saying “the 
United States has imposed Tar-
iffs on China, which may or may 
not be removed depending on 
what happens with respect to 
future negotiations!”

Trump threatens more 
tariffs on Chinese goods; 
effects could be seen soon 
By ALAN RAPPEPORT  
AND ANA SWANSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald McGahn

Counsel 
declined 
to back 
Trump

WASHINGTON — White 
House officials asked at least 
twice in the past month for the 
key witness against President 
Donald Trump in the Mueller 
report, Donald McGahn, to say 
publicly that he never believed 
the president obstructed justice, 
according to two people briefed 
on the requests.

Trump asked White House 
officials to make the request to 
McGahn, who was the presi-
dent’s first White House coun-
sel, one of  the people said. Mc-
Gahn declined. His reluctance 
angered the president, who 
believed that McGahn showed 
disloyalty by telling investiga-
tors for the special counsel, Rob-
ert Mueller, about Trump’s at-
tempts to maintain control over 
the Russia investigation.

The White House made one 
of  the requests to McGahn’s 
lawyer, William Burck, before 
the Mueller report was released 
publicly but after the Justice De-
partment gave a copy to Trump’s 
lawyers in the preceding days. 
Reading the report, the presi-
dent’s lawyers saw that Mueller 
left out that McGahn had told 
investigators that he believed the  

McGahn was asked 
twice to make statement 
denying obstruction
By MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT
NEW YORK TIMES
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David Tippey of Riverside Electric works on the electrical wiring for the stage at the Rio Nido Roadhouse on Friday in Rio Nido.

Roadhouse reopening

Community volunteers help eatery, pub spring back to life after disaster 

The water had receded 
but layers of  slippery 
mud still coated every-

thing in sight when Brad and 
Raena Metzger first walked 
together onto the grounds of  
the Rio Nido Roadhouse to try 
to measure what the flood this 
February had taken from them.

The gritty stew of  brown 
water that Brad Metzger had 
watched swallow up their 
business two days earlier had 
infiltrated every corner and 
crevice of  the establishment. 

It wrecked a kitchen full of  
commercial appliances and all 
of  the electrical equipment. 
Heavy picnic tables and chairs 
were floated into a pile resting 
against the fence. The high-wa-
ter mark outside the bar is still 
clearly visible — at 6 feet  
4 inches above the ground.

Raena Metzger, heavily 
pregnant with a baby girl born 
a month ago, said she and her 
husband had no idea where 
to start or what to do as they 
gazed around the business in 
which they had invested 12 
years of  their lives.

“It was completely overwhelm-

ing,” she recalled Friday. “We 
were just kicking things around 
and kind of  sliding in the mud.”

She wondered, “Do we just go 
home?”

Then people just started 
showing up. One would turn a 
chair right-side-up, squeegee a 
window or pick up debris, an-
other would start hosing down 
the concrete or bring by a power 
washer. They were friends, 
neighbors and regular custom-
ers of  the destination eatery and 
pub, with an alluring outdoor 
patio and a pool. They started 

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“... I could not 
have done this 
without the 
volunteer help 
from these folks. 
The community 
saved this 
business.”
BRAD METZGER, owner of 
Rio Nido Roadhouse


