
MAN ARRESTED 
IN FATAL STABBING
Former homeless man killed 
in southwest SR neighborhood 
by acquaintance Empire
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Curry’s 33 points help Golden State bounce back to tie series, 2-2 Sports

WARRIORS 
REBOUND

County home prices hit 8-year high

Sonoma County home pric-
es rose in April to their highest 
level in more than eight years as 
buyers vied for a limited supply 

of  properties on the market.
The median sales price for 

a single-family home jumped 
15 percent from a year earlier to 
$541,000, according to The Press 
Democrat’s monthly housing re-
port compiled by Pacific Union 
International Vice President 
Rick Laws. The median hasn’t 
been this high since January 
2007, when it stood at $545,000.

The median price is now with-
in 13 percent of  its record high 

of  $619,000 set in August 2005. 
Put another way, the median 
has increased 77 percent from 
its low point of  $305,000 in Feb-
ruary 2009, during some of  the 
bleakest days of  the housing 
crisis

Agents and brokers said they 
will be watching this year to 
see how close the median price 
comes to its former record.

“Get back to an all-time peak 

Median price surges 
15% from year earlier to 

$541,000, 13% shy of peak

By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Tom Brady

NFL 
suspends 
Brady for 
4 games

New England Patriots quar-
terback Tom Brady, a golden 
boy of  American sports and per-
haps pro football’s biggest star, 
was suspended Monday for four 
regular-season games without 
pay by the NFL for deliberate-
ly and secretly 
violating league 
rules.

The league 
also fined the Pa-
triots $1 million 
and took away 
two prized future draft picks, 
including a first-round choice 
in 2016, saying that the team, 
and Brady, schemed to improp-
erly deflate footballs in the AFC 
championship game last season 
on the way to securing New En-
gland’s fourth Super Bowl vic-
tory.

A deflated football is said to be 
easier to grip, especially in the 
cold and wet conditions that the 
Patriots faced at home against 
the Indianapolis Colts on  
Jan. 18.

In a statement, NFL Com-
missioner Roger Goodell said 
he supported the punishment 
issued by the league’s executive 
vice president for football oper-
ations, Troy Vincent, for what 
the league termed “conduct det-
rimental to the integrity of  the 
NFL.”

The team and Brady also 

Patriots fined $1 million, 
lose two draft picks in case 
involving deflated footballs

By BILL PENNINGTON
NEW YORK TIMES
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Nathan Moore, a City of Santa Rosa electrician, tests a streetlamp Monday after replacing a high-pressure sodium bulb with an LED one.

Turning on the lights

In the dark days of  Santa Rosa’s budget 
crisis, one of  the most visible signs of  the 
city’s financial challenges was its decision 

to turn off thousands of  the city’s streetlights. 
Between 2009 and 2013, the city either 

switched off or limited the run time of  approx-
imately 4,700 streetlights throughout Santa 
Rosa, nearly a third of  the 15,500 in the city. 

It was a controversial program, one that, 
despite saving the city more than $300,000 per 
year, was scaled back from its original goal of  
darkening 10,000 lights following pressure from 
residents and council members concerned 
about safety issues. 

Now that the city’s budget picture has bright-
ened significantly, it has committed to turn 
back on all 3,400 lights that were switched off 
and all 1,300 lights that were placed on timers, 
which automatically turned the lights off be-

tween midnight and 5:30 a.m. 
The goal is to have all those lights back on 

by June 2016, an aggressive target that the City 
Council funded with an additional $600,000 
from a mid-year budget surplus. 

“I’m pleased that we’re able to restore one of  
our core services, which I consider the lighting 
of  our streets to be,” Mayor John Sawyer said. 

Residents seemed pleased with the move.
Diana Fleming, who lives on Rusty Drive off 

Fulton Road, watched a city worker install a 
new high-efficiency LED fixture in front of  her 
house Monday. 

“I think it’s wonderful,” Fleming said as she 
swept the curb. “It makes a big difference.”

When the city was faced with major budget 
shortfalls after the economy cratered in 2008, 
the public works department took two ap-
proaches to reduce its power bills. 

One was to turn off streetlamps by removing 
the fuses or reducing their usage with timers, 

Budget surplus allows Santa Rosa to again illuminate thousands 
of streetlamps — and switch to high-efficiency bulbs in the process
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‘Toilet to tap’ idea gains traction
FOUNTAIN VALLEY

Water spilled out of  a 
spigot, sparklingly 
clear, into a plastic 

cup. Just 45 minutes earlier, it 
was effluent, piped over from 
Orange County’s wastewater 
treatment plant next door. 
At a specialized plant, it then 
went through several stages of  
purification that left it cleaner 
than anything that flows out 
of  a home faucet or comes in a 
brand-name bottle.

“It’s stripped down to the H, 
2 and O,” said Mike Markus, 
the general manager of  the 
county water district. He was 
not exaggerating. Without the 
minerals that give most cities’ 
supply a distinctive flavor, this 
water tastes of  nothing.

As California scrambles for 
ways to cope with its crippling 
drought and the mandatory 
water restrictions imposed last 
month by Gov. Jerry Brown, an 
array of  ideas that were long 
dismissed as too controversial, 
expensive or unpleasant is 

STUART PALLEY / New York Times 

Orange County’s water purification plant 
recycles wastewater that is then sent  
underground to replenish the area’s aquifers.TURN TO WATER, PAGE A7

By JOHN SCHWARTZ
NEW YORK TIMES

Orange County 
purification 
plant helps 
overcome 

‘yuck’ factor 
of recycled 
water with 

unique 
approach
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OUT OF THE DARK
Switched off:   
Between 2009 and 2013, 
the city either turned off 
or limited the run time of 
about 4,700 streetlights, 
nearly a third 
of its 15,500 total.
Project timeline:   
The goal is to have all 
the darkened lights back 
on by June 2016, with all 
the city’s streetlights con-
verted to high-efficiency 
bulbs by 2020.
Funding source:   
The project is being paid 
for with $600,000 from a 
mid-year budget surplus.

Sonoma County’s housing market
Median home price Homes sold

Source: Pacific Union The Press Democrat
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