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GETTING REGISTERED: Karla Bristow, who relocated to Sonoma County from Monterey, registers to vote Wednesday as workers stuff vote-by-mail ballots at the 
Sonoma County Registrar of Voters Office in Santa Rosa. The last day to register for the June 7 primary is May 23.

Primary voting begins
Most county voters will receive their mail-in ballots this week 
— and a few already have cast theirs for June 7 election

MAIL-IN TREND

Up to 70 percent of Sonoma County voters cast ballots by mail, a rate that 
outpaces the statewide average of 50 percent. The majority of ballots are 
expected to hit the mailboxes of 185,700 voters as soon as Saturday.

Election Day is still more 
than three weeks away, but 
voting already has begun in 

Sonoma County.
A few residents picked up their 

mail-in ballots early this week 
and cast their votes in the June 7 
California primary. The majority 
of   ballots are expected to hit the 
mailboxes of  185,700 voters — 
three-fourths of  the county’s total 
registered voters — as soon as 
Saturday, said Elizabeth Acosta, 
the county’s chief  deputy Regis-
trar of  Voters. 

“We’re seeing a lot of  interest, 
and especially with the local races 
we have, people seem a little more 
invested in making sure they cast 
their vote,” Acosta said. “More 
and more people are choosing to 
vote this way because it’s hugely 
convenient.”

Voters who don’t receive their 

ballots this week can expect them 
to arrive Monday, Acosta said.   

On a permanent basis, up to 
70 percent of  Sonoma County vot-
ers cast ballots by mail, a rate that 
outpaces the statewide average of  
50 percent. The shift away from 
precinct voting is growing more 
pronounced every year, elections 
officials said. It has fueled two 
trends seemingly at odds: earlier 
voting and prolonged nail-biting 
ballot counts for candidates or 
measures locked in too-close-to-
call contests after preliminary 
tallies on election night. The 
latter trend, a perennial problem 
in Sonoma County, is a result 
of  last-minute mail-in ballots 
dropped off on Election Day but 
not incorporated into updated 
results for days or weeks.

But overall, election experts 
say the shift has generated signs 
of  greater participation in the 

ON THEIR WAY: David Tatro prepares vote-by-mail ballots Wednesday 
to be sent out at the Sonoma County Registrar of Voters Office.
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NBA PLAYOFFS
In Sports: 
Warriors knock 
out Blazers in 
conference 
semifinal series; 
Lowell Cohn  
on the Game 5 
win. / C1

At left: Stephen 
Curry celebrates 
after scoring 
Wednesday in 
Oakland.MARCIO JOSE SANCHEZ / ASSOCIATED PRESS

Caroline Fowler, Santa Rosa’s 
assertive and polarizing city 
attorney, is resigning her post 
after eight years to accept a po-
sition in the 
Sonoma Coun-
ty District At-
torney’s Office. 

The 57-year-
old attorney 
said she is 
looking for-
ward to getting 
back into the 
courtroom as a 
deputy district 
attorney in the environmental 
crimes and consumer fraud di-
vision. Her last day with the city 
is June 17. 

“When you’re the city attor-
ney, it’s hard to devote the time 
to litigation,” Fowler said. “This 
is a great opportunity and some-
thing that I enjoy doing.”

SR city 
attorney 
quitting  
position
Fowler accepts job with 
District Attorney’s Office 
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Will Ryan 
bury hatchet 
with Trump?

House Speaker Paul Ryan is 
under increasing pressure to 
reconcile with presumptive Re-
publican pres-
idential nom-
inee Donald 
Trump, who 
will meet with 
Ryan and other 
GOP leaders today in Washing-
ton.

The summit between Ryan 
and Trump has been cast as an 
opportunity to soothe tensions 
between Trump and the GOP es-
tablishment at a pivotal moment 
for a party sharply divided over 

By MIKE DEBONIS 
AND JOSE A. DELREAL
WASHINGTON POST
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Clinton criticizes 
Trump over tax 
returns / B1

Warriors take step toward NBA title
OAKLAND — Stephen Curry can have a few 

days of  rest now. He’s earned it.
With Curry firing on all cylinders again, the 

Warriors finally outlasted the feisty Portland 
Trail Blazers, eliminating the visitors 125-121 in 
Game 5 of  their Western Conference semifinal se-
ries and taking another step toward a repeat NBA 
championship.

Had they lost, the Warriors would have had to 
return to Portland for Game 6, no easy assign-
ment. Instead, they have at least a couple days to 
take a breath and let the bruises heal. They won’t 

know the next city on their itinerary until at least 
tonight, when Oklahoma City will host San An-
tonio while holding a 3-2 lead in the other West 
semifinal. 

The Warriors can certainly use the break. And 
not just Curry, who sprained a ligament in his 
right knee on April 24 and missed four games be-
fore returning to action Monday at Portland. Pow-
er forward Draymond Green twisted his ankle 
Wednesday, and center Andrew Bogut strained an 
adductor muscle.

Wednesday’s win means the Warriors have won 
six consecutive postseason series, a run that in-
cludes last year’s title. They are hoping, and as-
suming, they’re not done yet.
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