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‘This Russia thing’ impacts firing
Trump says ‘made-up’ story
played role in his decision
to dismiss director of FBI
By DEVLIN BARRETT
AND PHILIP RUCKER
WASHINGTON POST
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WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump on Thursday said he
was thinking of “this Russia thing”
when he decided to fire FBI Director
James Comey, who had been leading
the counterintelligence investiga-

tion into Russia’s interference in the
2016 election.
Recounting his decision to dismiss
Comey, Trump told NBC News, “In
fact, when I decided to just do it, I
said to myself, I said, ‘You know, this
Russia thing with Trump and Russia is a made-up story, it’s an excuse
by the Democrats for having lost an
election that they should have won.’
Trump’s account flatly contradicts
the White House’s initial account of
how the president arrived at his decision, undercutting public denials
by his aides that the move was in-

fluenced in any way by his growing
fury with the ongoing Russia probe.
Later in the same interview,
Trump said he had no intention of
trying to stop or hinder the FBI’s
Russia probe, which is examining
whether any Trump associates coordinated with Russians to influence
last year’s election. Trump also said
he wants the probe “to be absolutely
done properly.”
“I want that to be so strong and so
good,” Trump told NBC anchor Lester Holt. He added: “I want to get to
the bottom. If Russia hacked, if Rus-

sia did anything having to do with
our election, I want to know about
it.”
Trump’s account of his decision
to fire Comey — whom he denigrated as “a showboat” and “a grandstander” — exposes the explanations
made over the previous 48 hours by
White House officials, including Vice
President Mike Pence, as misleading
and in some cases false.
Initially, Trump aides had said
the president fired Comey simply
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TRANSPORTATION » County officials approve more than $26M
in funding for projects such as repaving and construction

Upgrades get a green light

9th Circuit weighs Lopez
family’s lawsuit in 2013
shooting of SR teen
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Schoolchildren hug the guardrail on the Crocker Road Bridge over the Russian River in Cloverdale on Wednesday.
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

T

he Sonoma County Transportation Authority this week approved more than
$26 million for a range of projects, including repaving roads, bicycle and pedestrian
bridges and paths, and possibly a roundabout
at a congested Windsor intersection.
One of the largest expenditures — $3.1 million — will go toward a new bike and pedestrian
path on Crocker Road Bridge, a nearly 80-yearold span that serves as a vital link between the
rural east side of the Russian River and the city
of Cloverdale and Highway 101.
Advocates have long sought a path on the
truss bridge for safety concerns.
“I believe that this could save a life. It is that
serious,” said Carol Russell, a Cloverdale councilwoman and vice-chairwoman of SCTA.
The transportation agency earmarked
$1.78 million toward design of a bicycle and pedestrian bridge over Highway 101 linking the
Santa Rosa Junior College neighborhood to
Coddingtown Mall and a future Sonoma-Marin
Area Rail Transit station.

Other funds will go toward a pedestrian and
bike bridge at Fryer Creek in Sonoma and a
1.2-mile bike and pedestrian path running
along railroad tracks over the Petaluma River
and under Highway 101 between Payran Street
and Southpoint Boulevard.
The transportation funding comes from federal gas tax, vehicle license fees and state sales
tax, with the bulk of the money administered
by the Metropolitan Transportation Commission through the One Bay Area Grant program.
None of the funds comes from Measure M, a
local sales tax increase voters approved in 2004
for road and highway projects. Nor are they
connected to state and federal funds sought by
the county to help cover $16 million in storm-related damage to infrastructure this winter.
SCTA approved funding for 22 projects in
Sonoma County through the One Bay Area
Grant program, which is designed for local
transportation improvements over the next
five years.
The transportation agency previously announced it had approved funding for repavTURN TO FUNDING » PAGE A2

A FEW OF THE PROJECTS
The Sonoma County Transportation
Authority has approved more than
$26 million for various projects.

$5.9M

To repave more than 7 miles of
roads, including a nearly 5-mile
stretch of River Road.

$3.1M

To go toward a new bike and pedestrian path on Crocker Road Bridge, a
vital link between the rural east side
of the Russian River and the city of
Cloverdale and Highway 101.

$2.9M

To extend a lane reduction on Petaluma Boulevard South by about a mile,
creating a stretch of about
2 miles spanning from improvements north of downtown Petaluma
to the roundabout near the Crystal
Terrace neighborhood.

Some say free speech is fading at US colleges
FIRST AMENDMENT » With
protests across country, schools
try to balance safety, rights
By COLLIN BINKLEY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

In campus clashes from California to Vermont, many defenders of the First Amendment say they see signs that free speech,
once a bedrock value in academia, is losing
ground as a priority at U.S. colleges.
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As protests have derailed speeches by
controversial figures, including an event
with Ann Coulter last month at UC Berkeley, some fear students have come to see the
right to free expression less as an enshrined
measure of protection for all voices and more
as a political weapon used against them by
provocateurs.
“I think minority groups and those who
feel alienated are especially skeptical about
free speech these days,” said Jeffrey Herbst,
leader of the Newseum, a Washington group
that defends the First Amendment. “But the
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Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals judges suggested this
week that a jury should decide
the 2013 case of a Sonoma County sheriff’s deputy who killed
13-year-old Andy Lopez as he
walked down a street carrying a
replica assault
rifle.
The
threejudge panel’s
sentiment
e m e r g e d
Wednesday in
a civil lawsuit
against
Sgt.
Erick Gelhaus,
Erick
who is being
Gelhaus
sued by Lopez’s family for the Oct. 22, 2013,
shooting they say was excessive
force.
Lawyers for Gelhaus argued
the veteran lawman should
receive qualified immunity because he believed Lopez posed
a deadly threat when he turned
in his direction after the deputy
shouted, “Drop the gun!”
But the justices said Gelhaus’
own statements suggest he
didn’t know if Lopez actually
pointed the airsoft rifle at him
before he started shooting at
TURN TO GELHAUS » PAGE A2

HEALDSBURG

Drive-by
shooting
injures 2
By BILL SWINDELL
AND NICK RAHAIM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

powerful can get their message across any
number of ways. It’s those who feel powerless or alienated who really benefit from enshrined rights.”
On Wednesday, students at the historically
black Bethune-Cookman University in Florida tried to shout down a commencement address by Education Secretary Betsy DeVos,
who said during her speech, “Let’s choose to
hear one another out.” Students and alumni
had previously petitioned to rescind her in-

It started with a Thursday
lunchtime stop at a food truck
on Lytton Springs Road near
Highway 101.
It ended with two men shot
and wounded while driving on
101, a hospital lockdown and a
suspect or suspects still at large.
In between, the closure of the
southbound lanes of 101 while
police searched for evidence
caused massive traffic snarls in
and around Healsburg for most
of the afternoon.
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