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Margaret Press, 72, of Sebastopol, co-founder of the DNA Doe Project, helps solve cold case files to identify Jane and John Does. 

Woman on a mission

Sebastopol resident uses genetic genealogy to help identify murder victims

The press conference to announce 
the solving of  a 37-year-old cold case 
murder took place Tuesday at the 

Washoe County Sheriff’s Office in Reno, 
Nevada.

The optics were arresting: Standing 
amid imposing law enforcement officials 
were a pair of  unassuming older women 
— “two little old ladies,” wisecracked one 
of  them, Colleen Fitzpatrick. The other 
was white-haired, wire-rimmed, 72-year-
old Margaret Press who made the four-
hour drive from her home in Sebastopol 
the day before. 

A retired linguist, computer program-
mer, crime novelist and grandmother, 

Press also happens to be one of  the 
world’s top experts in the use of  genetic 
geneology to crack cold cases. It quickly 
became clear, after she made her way to 
the podium, that without her and Fitzpat-
rick, the case in question would still be 
frigid.

They are the co-founders of  2-year-old 
DNA Doe Project, a crowdsourcing group 
of  citizen scientists who use genetic 
geneology to help close the book on long 
unsolved murder mysteries. 

They specialize in identifying victims.
“We keep our mission very clear,” Press 

said in an interview. “We focus on John 
and Jane Does, not suspects. I’d love to get 
the suspects solved, but someone else can 
do it.” 

There are other outfits devoted to identi-

fying victims, but none with the expertise 
offered by Press, Fitzpatrick and their 
group — “the tough cases that require 
whole-genome sequencing,” Press said.

Another organization led by Fitzpatrick, 
called Identifinders, tracks suspects.

Hovering on a screen behind Press at 
the Reno news conference was the face of  
a 30-something woman. More precisely, 
it was a digital 3D facial reconstruction 
based on forensics, dental records and 
DNA.

It was the face of  woman known, since 
July 1982, as Sheep’s Flat Jane Doe. She’d 
been murdered and left near a popular 
hiking trail off the Mount Rose Highway, 
near a scenic meadow known by locals as 
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More abortion laws advance in South, Midwest
If  a new Mississippi law sur-

vives a court challenge, it will be 
nearly impossible for most preg-
nant women to get an abortion 
there.

Or, potentially, in neighbor-
ing Louisiana. Or Alabama. Or 
Georgia.

The Louisiana legislature 
is halfway toward passing a 
law — like the ones enacted in 
Mississippi and Georgia — that 
will ban abortions after a fetal 
heartbeat is detected, about six 

weeks into a pregnancy and be-
fore many women know they’re 
pregnant. Alabama is on the 
cusp of  approving an even more 
restrictive bill.

State governments are on a 
course to virtually eliminate 
abortion access in large chunks 
of  the Deep South and Midwest. 
Ohio and Kentucky also have 
passed heartbeat laws; Missou-
ri’s Republican-controlled legis-
lature is considering one.

Their hope is that a more con-
servative U.S. Supreme Court will 
approve, spelling the end of  the 
constitutional right to abortion.

“For pro-life folks, these are 
huge victories,” said Sue Liebel, 
state director for the Susan B. 
Anthony List, an anti-abortion 
advocacy group. “And I think 
they’re indicative of  the mo-
mentum and excitement and 
the hope that’s happening with 
changes in the Supreme Court 
and having such a pro-life pres-
ident.”

For abortion right support-
ers, meanwhile, the trend is om-
inous. Said Diane Derzis, owner 
of  Mississippi’s sole abortion 
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Georgia’s Gov. Brian Kemp signs legislation in Atlanta on Tuesday,  
banning abortions once a fetal heartbeat can be detected. 

US-China relations redefined

Chinese consumers for the 
first time last year bought more 
Cadillacs than Americans did, 
helping drive profits at General 
Motors. And though the designs 
for those Cadillacs may have 
been drafted in Detroit, nearly 
all of  the luxury automobiles 

were assembled in Chi-
na by some of  GM’s 
nearly 60,000 local work-
ers.

This growing dynam-
ic — of  American com-
panies serving Chinese 
consumers with prod-
ucts made in China — 
marks a shift in global 
trade that could pose a 
significant challenge to Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s “America 
First” agenda.

Trump has based his cam-
paign to refashion economic 

relations with China 
on the well-established 
notion that the coun-
try undercut American 
workers through low-
wage manufacturing of  
goods exported to the 
United States.

That campaign en-
tered a new chapter this 
past week when Trump 

once again hiked tariffs on Chi-
nese goods after declaring him-
self  dissatisfied with the pace 
of  negotiations on a new trade 
agreement.

But whether he succeeds in 
securing a trade deal, many 
economists and executives say, 
the nature of  the business re-
lationship between the United 
States and China already is be-
ing redefined.

After four decades of  econom-
ic change, China is morphing 
from a low-wage exporter into 
the largest consumer market for 
a growing number of  industries, 
including automobiles, video 
games and computers.

“We’re at the end of  a period 
of  the globalization of  produc-

tion,” said William Overholt, a 
senior fellow at Harvard Univer-
sity’s Asia Center. “We’re at the 
beginning of  a period of  global-
ization of  consumption in which 
the center of  gravity moves from 
baby boomers in the west to the 
relatively young Chinese.”

A decade ago, for instance, 
Chinese consumers bought 71 
percent of  the products man-
ufactured in China, according 
to the McKinsey Global Insti-
tute. Today, the Chinese buy  

Powerhouse morphing 
from low-wage exporter 
to key consumer market
By DAVID J. LYNCH
WASHINGTON POST
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Gang list 
changes 
seen as 
overdue  

Brian Allen was driving home 
from work in July 2017 when 
he spotted someone from his 
days at Crenshaw High School. 
He stopped, they talked and he 
agreed to give the friend — an 
aspiring rapper with a criminal 
record — a ride.

A passing LAPD cruiser did a 
U-turn and pulled over Allen’s 
Nissan. Officers questioned 
both men and let them go.

But more than a year later, po-
lice notified Allen that he’d been 
added to CalGang, a contro-
versial database of  thousands 
of  gang members and those in 
their orbits. Police alleged that 
he associates with gangs be-
cause, Allen suspects, he has 
been seen in gang areas — the 
South L.A. neighborhood where 
he lives — and with an alleged 
gang member — the old friend.

“I was stunned,” the 31-year-
old dance instructor said. “You 
automatically get cast as ‘a gang 
associate’ often just because of  
how you look and where you 
are.”

This month, the California 
Department of  Justice is expect-
ed to release newly proposed 
standards for how law enforce-
ment can use CalGang, the re-
sult of  legislation passed in 2017 
after a state audit determined 
the database was filled with er-
rors and lacked accountability.

Law enforcement officials con-
tend that CalGang is an import-
ant tool that works well and that 
being on it doesn’t cause harm 
because it is so closely guarded. 
Police say that they are careful 
about who is added and that the 
database can be used only for in-
vestigations, not to screen people 
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Police database assailed 
as fraught with errors, 
vehicle for racial profiling
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