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Rep. Loretta Sanchez

Budding
Senate
campaign
misfires
Southern California
congresswoman walks back
announcement of her bid
By KEVIN FREKING
and MICHAEL R. BLOOD
ASSOCIATED P RE S S

WASHINGTON — It was the
campaign kickoff that wasn’t.
A Southern California congresswoman Tuesday recalled
a statement that announced she
would launch her campaign for
U.S. Senate this week.
The email from Rep. Loretta
Sanchez, festooned with U.S.
flags and stars-and-stripes imagery, invited supporters to
join her Thursday at an Orange
County train station to mark the
start of her entry into the 2016
contest. “Together we will win,”
the 10-term Democrat wrote.
But the electronic missive
turned out to be a mistake. Sanchez adviser Bill Carrick said
the email was a draft that was
accidentally distributed and she
hasn’t made up her mind about
the Senate race.
“This isn’t what you would
want if you are running for city
council, much less U.S. Senate,”
said Democratic consultant
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SPEAKING UP: Frank Saiz, left, and Attila Nagy flank Chris Wroth as they wait their turn to speak Tuesday at the Sonoma County Board of Supervisors meeting
in Santa Rosa, where the Community and Local Law Enforcement Task Force unveiled its recommendations in response to the shooting of Andy Lopez.

Supervisors back civilian
oversight of Sheriff’s Office
WHAT’S
AHEAD?

On advice of panel, county
leaders say they will establish
office of independent auditor
By JULIE JOHNSON
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Democrats
block trade
legislation
Obama, seeking ‘fast-track’
authority to complete a deal,
is denied by own party
By JONATHAN WEISMAN
NEW YORK TI ME S

WASHINGTON — Senate
Democrats handed President
Barack Obama a stinging rebuke Tuesday, blocking consideration of legislation granting
their own president accelerated
power to complete a major trade
accord with 11 nations in Asia.
The Senate voted 52-45 on a
procedural motion to begin debating the bill to give the president trade promotion authority,
eight votes short of the 60 needed to proceed. Republicans and
pro-trade Democrats said they
would try to negotiate a trade
package that could clear that
threshold.
But the vote Tuesday presented Obama what might be a nowin situation. He may have to
accept trade enforcement provisions he does not want in order
to propel the trade legislation
through the Senate, but those
same provisions might doom the
Pacific trade negotiations the
legislation is supposed to lift.
That is especially true for a
measure demanding a crackdown on currency manipulation, which is strongly opposed
by Japan and Malaysia, two of
TURN TO TRADE, PAGE A7
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Sonoma County supervisors
Tuesday said they intend to swiftly
establish a new independent office
charged with providing civilian
oversight of law enforcement, the
most significant step to emerge
from a process the county set in motion more than a year ago, when a
13-year-old boy was fatally shot by
a sheriff’s deputy on the southwestern outskirts of Santa Rosa.
The new office, led by an appointed auditor, remains a proposal at
this point, with no budget or staff,
but supervisors offered their strongest signal yet that they want to
make the new division a reality, and
soon.
“We need to turn this around
fast,” Supervisor Shirlee Zane said.
“It’s going to cost some money; it’s
got to go into this budget.”
The auditor’s office was the central and most ambitious recommen-

MONTHS OF WORK: Eric Koenigshofer of the Community and Local Law Enforcement
Task Force, left, and fellow task force members Evelyn Cheatham, Lynn King and Amber
Twitchell prepare for the unveiling of the panel’s findings Tuesday at the meeting.
dation in a package of proposals
made by a county-appointed panel
studying community relations with
law enforcement agencies in the aftermath of Andy Lopez’s October
2013 shooting death.
The 21 recommendations, put forward by the Community and Local
Law Enforcement Task Force, cover a sweeping set of ideas — from

boosting mural projects to improving student mental health services.
But of all the recommendations,
the independent body overseeing
law enforcement generated the
most study and public debate. On
Tuesday, the Board of Supervisors
dedicated the bulk of its hearing
— its first on the entire set of pro-

■ With a deadline
of June 16, county
staff will hammer
out a budget and
job descriptions for
an independent
auditor’s office.
■ The office will be
designed to review
citizen complaints
and shootings
involving county
law enforcement
personnel, in
addition to
engaging with the
community about
police practices.
■ Supervisors said
they will aim for an
auditor plan to be
incorporated into
the county budget
they are expected
to adopt in June.
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A push for cleaner air along Russian River
New effort led by community
group focuses on health risks,
proper wood-burning practices
By GUY KOVNER
T H E PR E SS DE M O CR AT

CHUCK RAMSEY

Residents of Russian River communities say wood
smoke sticks around, as seen on Monte Rio Beach.
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Life among the towering redwoods
along the Russian River can be idyllic,
but not when the temperature drops and
folks fire up wood stoves to stay warm.
All too many of those stoves belch
smoke that often shrouds the closely
packed homes on wooded slopes and in
canyons along the river from Forestville
to Monte Rio, said Chuck Ramsey, president of the Russian River Alliance, a consortium of community groups.
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“It seeps and settles in the redwoods,
and it doesn’t dissipate,” said Ramsey,
who is spearheading a campaign to address the problem, largely through educating residents on proper wood-burning
practices.
Ramsey, a resident of The Terraces,
a community of at least 200 homes on
a hillside in Monte Rio overlooking the
river, regularly breathes his neighbors’
smoke. From his laundry room, he can
nearly touch the roof of one house and
its chimney is about 20 feet away.
“It’s not like you can just close your
doors and windows and keep it out,” he
said. Wood-frame homes in The Terraces
were built as summer cabins in the early 1900s and are hardly airtight, he said.
Monte Rio and Rio Nido are hardest hit
by smoke, Ramsey said, but the problem
TURN TO BURNING, PAGE A7
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