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Poll: Essick, Olivares out front
JUNE PRIMARY » Race for
Sonoma County sheriff likely
headed for November runoff
By JULIE JOHNSON AND J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sheriff’s Capt. Mark Essick and
Santa Rosa City Councilman Ernesto Olivares have emerged as the
front-runners in a three-way race to
become the next sheriff of Sonoma
County, according to The Press Democrat Poll.
Essick and Olivares each drew the
same amount of support — 24 percent — among respondents in the tele-

phone poll, which surveyed 500 registered Sonoma County voters in the
first week of May.
The third candidate in the race, retired Los Angeles Police Capt. John
Mutz, trailed with just 10 percent of
those surveyed saying he was their
top choice for sheriff.
The largest group of respondents,
28 percent, said they were still unsure
which of the three candidates would
earn their vote in the June 5 primary.
The results indicate the first contested race for sheriff in Sonoma
County in a quarter century is likely
headed for a runoff in November. To
win outright next month, a candidate
would need at least 50 percent plus

one vote, and the poll results suggest
that won’t happen, said David Binder,
whose San Francisco-based firm conducted the survey for the newspaper.
“When nobody has 30 percent of
the vote, you still have to say it’s wide
open,” Binder said. “Clearly Olivares
and Essick are the front-runners.”
The Press Democrat Poll surveyed
voters on a series of issues crucial to
Sonoma County, including the race to
lead the county’s largest law enforcement agency. It is the newspaper’s
first poll since 2003, when The Press
Democrat surveyed local voters one
month before a historic statewide vote
TURN TO POLL » PAGE A10
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If the election for Sonoma County sheriff were held today,
who would be your first choice?

Mark
Essick

John
Mutz

EDITOR’S NOTE: The poll
is part of a series on crucial
issues in Sonoma County.

Ernesto
Olivares

INSIDE: See the results for
the poll on Sonoma County
sheriff candidates / A10

“I don’t know if it was money or just leaving her family behind or what, I really
thought she was one of the people that would get out of here and do something.”

The tragic vanishing
of Khadijah Britton
KAYLA BETTEGA, a childhood friend of Khadijah Britton, who has been missing since February

Fred Furth

Vintner,
attorney
Furth
dies at 84
Charismatic benefactor
established Windsor’s
Chalk Hill Winery
By CHRIS SMITH
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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FAMILY AT A LOSS: Jerry Britton Jr. and Connie Hostler, the parents of 23-year-old Khadijah Britton, have been searching for their daughter since she went missing in
early February after being seen taken at gunpoint by her boyfriend, Negie Fallis IV. Fallis is in custody at Mendocino County Jail, but Khadijah Britton is yet to be found.

Covelo family seeks
clues, whereabouts
of daughter, missing
since February
By CHRISTI WARREN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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COVELO
t’s been 95 days since Khadijah
Britton went missing, taken at
gunpoint from a home on the
western edge of Covelo.
The details of that night are
murky, but witnesses say her boyfriend, 37-year-old
Negie Fallis IV, is
the one who did it,
pulling her from a
friend’s home about
midnight Feb. 7.
It happened less
than a week after
she told police and
domestic violence
Khadijah
counselors he had
Britton
tried to kill her with
a hammer.
She hasn’t been seen since. If
anyone knows what happened to the
23-year-old Native American woman, they aren’t talking.
Fallis is in the Mendocino County
Jail awaiting trial on charges stem-

Fred Furth, the brash and
grand, cigar-puffing, high-flying
attorney, vintner and philanthropist who made an international destination of Chalk Hill
Winery near Windsor, died Saturday, one week after he struck
his head in a fall at his home in
Florida.
Furth, who sold the elite winery in 2010 and moved to Palm
Beach County about two years
ago, was 84.
The nationally prominent
antitrust lawyer and avid pilot
married his third wife, Maryann Polizzi, in a Sonoma County
wedding just 13 months ago.
“He was bombastic, and we
became friends,” said Quentin
Kopp, the attorney and former
judge, California state senator
and San Francisco supervisor.
Furth managed Kopp’s unsuccessful 1979 run for mayor of
San Francisco.
“Fred was extraordinary,”
Kopp said. “He was incisive. He
was generous. And he was a person of many dimensions.”
A millionaire many times
over, Furth made his name and
fortune suing corporations for
alleged price-fixing and other
anti-competitive practices and
abuses of employees, consumers
and investors. In an historic case,
in 2005, he won a $172 million
judgment on behalf of nearly
116,000 Walmart employees who
claimed they were denied meal
and rest breaks.
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Advocates say reunified
square doing what it was
meant to — drawing more
people downtown / E1

SANTA ROSA
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ming from both the hammer beating
and her disappearance. It is at least
the fourth time a domestic violence
case has been brought against him,
Mendocino County court records
show.
Like Khadijah, he also is Native
American.
What happened to Khadijah
Britton is more common for Native
American women than any other
population in the United States.
Statistics from the National In-

stitute of Justice show 84 percent
of the estimated 2.6 million Native American women in the U.S.
will experience violence in their
lifetime, and more than half will
experience sexual violence. Those
numbers align with what is seen
in California and in Mendocino
County, domestic violence advocates said.
No statistics are available on how
TURN TO KHADIJAH » PAGE A8

SEARCHING
FOR CLUES:
Jerry Britton
Jr. searches a
local property
for any sign
of his 23-yearold daughter,
Khadijah, who
has been missing
since she was
taken in early
February.
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