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Robert Mueller

Voters in 
muddle 
over 
Mueller

WASHINGTON — See Bob 
investigate. Read Bob’s report. 
Wait, Bob, what?

For nearly two years, the 
nation watched and waited as 
special counsel Robert Mueller 
investigated President Donald 
Trump and his campaign for 
potential collusion with Russia 
and obstruction of  justice.

The release of  a redacted 
version of  Mueller’s 448-page 
report last month offered a 
long-awaited moment of  closure 
for many — and an utterly un-
satisfying cliffhanger for plenty 
of  others.

Three weeks of  public parsing 
and analysis have left them won-
dering just what Mueller was 
trying to say and what he really 
thinks, particularly on the ques-
tion of  obstruction, where the 
document drew no conclusion. 
That uncertainty has given par-
tisans on both sides an opening 
to frame Mueller’s findings to 
their liking and left many Amer-
icans, unlikely to read the full 
report, scratching their heads 
about what to believe and whom 
to trust.

Enough with the printed 
page, they say, enough with the 
punditry: Speak, Bob, speak!

Melissa Garcia, a 29-year-old 
health counselor, pauses out-
side a restaurant in Quaker-
town, Pennsylvania, to compare 
the two-volume Mueller report 
to the kind of  “terms and con-
ditions” legalese that most con-
sumers skip right over. She’d 
love a “CliffsNotes version” 
from Mueller himself.

“I would just ask him to sum 
it up because he knows it the 
best. I’d want the shorthand 
version but the most important 
details,” says Garcia, an inde-
pendent who supported Hillary 
Clinton in 2016.

Republican Becky McBreen, 
a 58-year-old Trump voter from 
Schuylkill Haven, Pennsylva-
nia, who works at an aluminum 
company, said she would like to 

Many in public want  
special counsel to testify 
to clarify probe’s result
By NANCY BENAC
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Pepperwood Preserve CEO Lisa Micheli strolls among blooming monkey flowers that have partially taken over the footprint of the preserve’s 
barn, destroyed by the Tubbs fire in October 2017. The greenhouse did not burn.

Pepperwood’s new plan
Nature preserve ravaged by 2017 Tubbs fire raises funds so that rebuilt 
facilities can use green building techniques and be made ‘ignition-proof’

Pepperwood Preserve is poised to join the 
rebuilding wave that has engulfed much of  
the North Bay since the voracious wildfires 

of  2017 destroyed nearly 8,500 homes and other 
structures in the region.

The education and research organization on 
a 3,200-acre tract in the Mayacamas Mountains 
northeast of  Santa Rosa has architectural plans 
and county permits in hand, with a local contrac-
tor set to build.

“We are shovel ready,” said Lisa Micheli, pres-
ident of  the nonprofit foundation that operates 
the facility off Porter Creek Road.

But there’s a catch. Like many others who lost 
homes and businesses in the firestorm 19 months 
ago, Pepperwood found itself  underinsured — by 
a whopping $1.25 million.

Pepperwood’s insurance is expected to pro-
vide about $3.75 million, enough to rebuild the 
two wood-frame homes and a barn incinerated 
by the Tubbs fire on its wind-driven rush down 
the Mark West corridor from Calistoga to Coffey 
Park, the Santa Rosa subdivision obliterated by 
the blaze. 

But re-creating those structures, dating back 
to the 1950s, was never an option for an organiza-
tion committed to conservation science and stew-
ardship of  the wildlands in its care since 2005.

“We felt like we needed to be an example,” Mi-
cheli said. “To do it greener, cleaner, better and 
more fire-resilient.”

So Pepperwood turned to Mithun, a San Fran-
cisco architectural firm known for sustainable 
designs that meld buildings and their occupants 
with the environment. “They were the only ones 
who understood all of  our structures are about 
accessing the preserve,” Micheli said.

Schoolchildren head back to their transportation Thursday at Pepperwood Preserve’s 
Dwight Center, which survived the Tubbs fire in October 2017.

PEPPERWOOD PRESERVE, 2017

Three days after the Tubbs fire, men examine the 
remains of a barn destroyed at Pepperwood Preserve.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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US consumers may feel tariff pain

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump’s chief  econom-
ic adviser said on Sunday that 
American consumers would 
bear some pain from the esca-
lating trade war with China, 

contradicting Trump’s 
claim that his tariffs are 
a multibillion-dollar, 
mostly one-way pay-
ment by China to the 
U.S. Treasury.

The comments from 
Larry Kudlow, the direc-
tor of  the National Eco-
nomic Council, came 
after the 11th round 
of  trade negotiations broke 
off without a deal, prompt-
ing Trump to raise tariffs on  
$200 billion worth of  Chinese 
products and begin a process to 

impose levies on near-
ly every product China 
exports to the United 
States.

“In fact, both sides 
will pay,” Kudlow said 
on “Fox News Sunday.” 
“Both sides will suffer 
on this.”

Kudlow’s acknowl-
edgment of  economic 

pain, while widely shared by 
economists, contradicted the 
president’s view that trade wars 
are easy to win and that the bur-
den falls disproportionately on 

America’s trading partners.
Both Kudlow and the presi-

dent say that a protracted trade 
war will ultimately be in the 
United States’ financial inter-
est. Kudlow said that any pain 
would be worth the price if  it 
forced China to treat U.S. com-
panies more fairly.

“You’ve got to do what you 
got to do,” Kudlow said. “We 
have had unfair trading practic-
es all these years and so in my 
judgment, the economic conse-
quences are so small that the 
possible improvement in trade 

and exports and open markets 
for the United States, this is 
worthwhile doing.”

Negotiations between the 
countries broke down last week 
after administration officials ac-
cused the Chinese of  backtrack-
ing on several key provisions 
of  a proposed deal, including 
changes to Chinese law. Admin-
istration officials insist the talks 
have been constructive, and say 
they will continue, possibly in-
cluding a meeting next month 

Adviser contradicts 
Trump on fallout from 
China trade dispute

By JEANNA SMIALEK  
AND JIM TANKERSLEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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