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Template 
for sex 
assault 

response

LOS ANGELES — California 
law enforcement and education 
leaders on Wednesday directed 
colleges to quickly notify au-
thorities when a sexual assault 
is reported on campus, follow-
ing criticism that incidents were 
being hidden by universities 
and not investigated thoroughly.

Attorney General Kamala 
Harris and University of  Cal-
ifornia President Janet Na-
politano released a template 
outlining cooperation between 
campuses and law enforcement 
agencies mandated under a 
state law passed last year.

The model guidelines include 
requiring agencies to test rape 
kits; better coordinate inter-
views so victims don’t have to 
recount a traumatic experience 
multiple times; and make sure 
students are informed of  their 
right to file a report — or not to.

“Part of  the work we have 
done is to acknowledge that 
there are silos in our system,” 
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State directs colleges  
to quickly notify authorities, 

inform students of rights

In drought, 
golf courses 
aim to adapt

LAGUNA NIGUEL — At first 
glance, nothing seems amiss at 
this lush, members-only golf  
club in one of  the priciest com-
munities in Orange County. A 
bubbling fountain gurgles out of  
an artificial lake. Emerald-green 
fairways stretch into the dis-
tance. Golf  carts zoom across the 
grass like white ants.

But behind the man-made 
stream and arcing sprinklers, 
California’s epic drought is re-
shaping the course at El Niguel 
Country Club and dozens of  oth-
ers statewide.

Pressed by the four-year dry 
spell and state-mandated water 
cuts, some of  the finest courses 
in California are taking such 
steps as tearing out the grass in 
places where it won’t affect the 
game, planting drought-resis-
tant vegetation, letting the turf  
turn brown in spots and install-
ing “smart” watering systems.

“The new buzzword in the 

By GILLIAN FLACCUS
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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BY THE 
NUMBERS

4.2 million
Californians 

whose licenses 
are suspended for 
nonpayment of 

traffic court fines

28,400
Traffic tickets 

issued in Sonoma 
County from  

Oct. 1 to April 1

9,428
Court-ordered 
holds placed  
on licenses in 
same period

$2.7 million
Civil assessments 
on county holds 
during that time

Photos by BETH SCHLANKER / The Press Democrat 

Jose Cruz Salinas talks with a clerk Tuesday about the status of a speeding ticket at the Superior Court Traffic Division in Santa Rosa. 
Many motorists in Sonoma County face tickets that have grown more costly over the years because of a variety of added fees.

Ticket costs drive debt
Advocates say escalating fees on traffic tickets 

unevenly penalize Sonoma County’s low-income motorists

Danny Vitali couldn’t afford 
the $142 fine he got for driv-
ing without his seat belt on. 

When he didn’t pay it, the Depart-
ment of  Motor Vehicles suspended 
his license and slapped him with an 
additional $300 civil assessment.

But things got worse for the 
Petaluma roofer, who said he had 
to keep driving to earn a living. He 
was pulled over for a stop-sign vio-
lation in Cloverdale a few months 
later and found himself  owing 
another $746, most of  it related to 
his original seat belt ticket.

As he stood outside Sonoma 
County traffic court last week, he 
shook his head in amazement that 
his original fine had snowballed to 
nearly $1,200.

“It blows my mind,” Vitali said. 
“That’s a lot of  money.”

Vitali’s story is a familiar one as 
motorists deal with expensive traffic 
tickets that have grown more costly 

over the years because of  a variety 
of  added fees for things such as 
statewide courthouse construction.

Those who don’t pay face license 
suspensions and additional penal-

ties that many say fall hardest on 
the poor.

A report last month by a coalition 
of  legal aid groups found 4.2 million 
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People file into Sonoma County traffic court Tuesday in Santa Rosa.

SACRAMENTO — A Cali-
fornia Senate finance commit-
tee on Wednesday approved a 
North Coast senator’s contro-
versial bill to more closely track 
online vacation rentals, over 
objections from industry repre-

sentatives who decried the bill 
as an unprecedented intrusion 
on privacy.

The bill by state Sen. Mike Mc-
Guire, D-Healdsburg, now heads 
to the full Senate and into what 
is expected to be an increasingly 
pitched battled centered around 
the so-called sharing economy 
and traditional methods of  tax 
collection to fund services rang-
ing from road maintenance to 
firefighting.

Wednesday’s hearing also 
was closely watched because of  
the potential for California to 

establish the most comprehen-
sive online vacation rental reg-
ulations in the nation. That in-
cludes a provision in McGuire’s 
bill requiring companies such 
as Airbnb and VRBO to disclose 
the addresses of  rentals to local 
government taxing authorities.

“This business of  home shar-
ing has evolved from its roots 

of  couch surfing,” McGuire 
told members of  the Senate’s 
Governance and Finance Com-
mittee on Wednesday. “This is  
a multibillion-dollar business. 
Our bill is simple. All it does 
is make online vacation rental 
businesses follow local laws, 
just like the rest of  us.”

But David Owen, regional head 
of public policy at Airbnb, called 
the bill an “unprecedented” pri-
vacy intrusion that he said would 
require Internet companies to 
hand over “large swaths of data 

Vacation rental bill moves forward
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McGuire’s proposal to track 
bookings on sites like Airbnb 
heads to state Senate battle

COMING SUNDAY
A look at the rapid spread of 

vacation rentals in Sonoma County

15 MILES NORTH OF CALISTOGA ON HWY 29 
800-564-4872 • www.twinpine.com

Must be 21 or older. Management reserves all rights.

WIN YOUR SHARE OF

CASH & CHEVY TRUCK GIVEAWAY

TEN WINNERS EVERY SATURDAY! 
6:00 pm–11:00 pm

Earn one ticket for every 50 points.

WIN A BLUE CHEVY COLORADO 
May 30th • 10:00 pm

 


