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US DEPORTATION MOVE: 
Obama administration is 
moving ahead with a surge 
of deportations, focusing 
on Central Americans / B1
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Charities stages one-day fair 
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invaluable to Warriors, 
writes Lowell Cohn.   C1
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Lawrence Wiesner is a Republican who said he will reluctantly support Donald Trump if he is the Republican presidential nominee.

Conflicted by Trump
“Why is it that in a country of 322 million people, this is our only choice?  
I know 10 people that would be better individuals for the U.S. presidency.”
RYAN GIANNECCHINI, owner of a Santa Rosa farm construction firm, on the two presumptive candidates for president of the United States

If  Donald Trump is elected presi-
dent, Victoria Carpenter of  Santa 
Rosa, a registered Republican for 

40 years, said she will consider mov-
ing to Canada.

That’s a common expression of  
political antipathy, but Carpenter, 65, 
said she will retire from teaching in a 
year and be “free to sell my house and 
go if  that’s what I need to do.”

“It would break my heart,” she said.

Sonoma County’s 50,411 Republi-
can voters, just one-fifth of  the local 
electorate, face the prospect of  seeing 
Donald Trump — the most unpopu-
lar candidate of  either major party, 
according to Gallup — on the ballot in 
the Nov. 8 general election.

There’s a distinct lack of  enthusi-
asm for that prospect among a sample 
of  Republican voters, including the 
party’s county chairwoman and an 
accountant who’s run six times for 

Sonoma County Republicans troubled 
by their party’s presumptive nominee
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Santa Rosa High teacher Victoria Carpenter says  
that although she is traditionally a Republican voter, 
she won’t vote for Donald Trump and will consider  
moving to Canada if he is elected president.

Brown’s 
revised 
budget 
cautious

Gov. Jerry Brown sent legis-
lators a revised version of  his 
state budget on Friday, insist-
ing that lawmakers hold overall 
spending flat while still offering 
support to a $2 billion bond to 
help the homeless.

“We have the money, and it’s a 
serious problem,” Brown said at 
a state Capitol news conference.

The governor’s $173.1 billion 
budget blueprint reflects a no-
ticeable erosion in state tax rev-
enues compared to estimates 
from just four months earlier.

“Right now, the surging tide 
of  revenue is beginning to 
turn,” he said.

Even so, state government 
s p e n d i n g 
would rise by 
$2.4 billion 
compared to 
Brown’s earli-
er budget plan. 
Michael Cohen, 
the governor’s 
budget direc-
tor, attributed 
that rise to the 
February en-
actment of  a new tax on health-
care plans, which does not re-
quire general taxpayer funds to 
administer.

Analysts said the weaker 
growth in tax revenues is be-
cause of  a tumultuous winter 
on Wall Street and its impact 
on the capital gains earned by 
some of  California’s wealthiest 
taxpayers.

The state’s high-income 
earners provide the largest sin-
gle share of  tax revenues, and 
changes in the value of  their 
stock portfolios often have 
meant steep peaks and valleys 

By JOHN MYERS
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Governor backs $2B for 
aid to homeless amid 
expected revenue drop
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Gov. Jerry  
Brown

Confined to nursing homes, longing for home

Marvin Dawkins was a 53-year-old 
AT&T manager when a blocked blood 
vessel left him paralyzed. It took 11 
years, one lawsuit, repeated tangles 
over Medicaid rules — and a chance 
meeting on a church van — before he 
could extract himself  from a nursing 
home outside Baltimore.

Now he lives in an apartment with 
the assistance of  an aide, gets out for 
a job that he says gives him purpose, 
socializes with new friends and old 
ones, and revels in his freedom. “I 
determine what happens to me,” 
he said. “I was there at the nursing 

home basically just laying in bed and 
watching TV. I didn’t think it was 
much of  an existence.”

Across the nation, many other 
Americans who could live elsewhere 
with help are unwillingly confined 
to nursing homes or long-term care 
facilities. Nearly 20 years after the 
Supreme Court ruled that people 
with disabilities who require public 
support were entitled to live in their 
community, rather than in institu-
tions unless medically necessary, the 
federal government and states are 
still far from achieving that goal. Be-
cause of  budget cuts, inflexible rules, 
a patchwork of  programs and a wide- MARK MAKELA / NEW YORK TIMES

Marvin Dawkins lived 11 years in a nursing home before 
successfully suing the state of Maryland for at-home care.

By KATIE THOMAS, SHERI FINK  
AND MITCH SMITH
NEW YORK TIMES
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School officials and advocates 
don’t expect the Obama administra-
tion’s directive that public schools 
allow transgender students to use 
bathrooms and locker rooms match-
ing their gender identity will have 
much of  an impact in California, 
where a law previously was ap-
proved, giving students that access.

“We’re ahead of  the curve in Cal-
ifornia,” said Jason Lea, the Santa 
Rosa school district’s assistant su-
perintendent for human resources. 

“(They’ve) already been in place,” 
he said about the guidelines outlined 
by the feds.

In 2013, California became the 
first state to allow transgender stu-
dents in kindergarten to 12th grade 
to pick the bathroom, locker room 
and sports team of  their choice, 

regardless of  their sex assigned at 
birth. While there was pushback 
from parents and conservative and 
religious groups around the state, 
Lea said he doesn’t recall there was 
much resistance when the district 
implemented those policies.

Signed by Gov. Jerry Brown, A.B. 
1266 protected students’ rights to 
participate in sex-segregated sports 
and activities and use sex-segregat-
ed facilities that best matched their 
identities. “California is one of  the 
few states that has done this,” said 
Jacqueline Nugent, a counselor for 
Positive Images, a nonprofit lesbian, 

gay, bisexual and transgender sup-
port group based in Santa Rosa.

She leads three transgender sup-
port groups at the nonprofit — one 
for parents of  transgender people, 
one for male-to-female transgender 
people, and one for transgender 
youths and people questioning their 
gender.

Nugent said some schools have 
gone farther to protect the rights 
of  students. For example, she said, 
Santa Rosa High School and Sonoma 
State University are among schools 

SR students can choose bathrooms
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Since 2013, California schools have had policy similar
to Obama’s guidelines for access to transgender students
By ELOÍSA RUANO GONZÁLEZ
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

INSIDE
NOT ALL STATES 
HAPPY ABOUT 
NEW DIRECTIVE
Politicians in 
Texas, Arkansas 
and other states 
spoke out against 
President Obama’s 
directive to 
allow transgender 
students to use 
bathrooms of their 
choice / B1


