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B.B. KING DEAD AT 89:  
Blues legend, mentor was 
known for heartfelt vocals, 
soaring guitar work / A2

SWIMMING 
AGAINST THE TIDE

Petaluma’s Riley Scott picks club over school, but still will compete in NCS finals Sports

SURF AIR SPURNS 
SR AIRPORT
Members-only airline decides 
to make Napa its North Bay 
destination Business

Developmental center may close by 2018
INSIDE
Gov. Jerry 
Brown’s record 
$115.3 billion 
budget proposal 
would boost 
spending for 
schools, health 
care and prisons.

Story and plan 
highlights, A3

The future of  the Sonoma Devel-
opmental Center and more than 
400 people who reside there was cast 
into greater doubt Thursday as Gov. 
Jerry Brown unveiled a plan to close 
the facility by 2018 and spend near-

ly $50 million to transition residents 
into community-based homes and 
programs.

The proposal generated further 
dismay among advocates pressing 
against increasing odds to maintain 
the Sonoma Valley facility, which 
serves patients with severe physical 
and mental disabilities 

“Our hearts are broken and we’re 
very sad at the news,” said Kathleen 
Miller, president of  the center’s Par-
ent Hospital Association.

Brown’s proposal, outlined in his 
updated budget for the fiscal year, 

which was made public Thurs-
day, places him at odds with fellow 
Democrats who comprise the North 
Coast’s legislative delegation. The 
group has stated its opposition to 
making decisions about closing the 
Eldridge facility based upon any-
thing other than what is best for 
the residents, many of  whom have 
called the center home for decades. 

“We’re talking about the lives of  
the most medically fragile residents 
in the entire state health services 
system,” state Sen. Mike McGuire, 
D-Healdsburg, said. “The discussion 

should be less about timelines and 
more about the health and well-being 
of the residents.”

But McGuire, who reported hav-
ing a 45-minute conversation Thurs-
day with state officials who oversee 
developmental centers, said federal 
mandates requiring changes in how 
health care is delivered make it 
challenging for lawmakers to push 
back on the governor’s plan. Still, 
he raised doubts the Sonoma Devel-
opmental Center can be shut down 
within three years as envisioned in 

Governor’s new budget includes 
$50M for moving toward  

shutdown of Eldridge facility 

By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Kamala 
Harris

Loretta 
Sanchez

Sanchez, 
Harris in  
Senate 
faceoff

SANTA ANA — California 
Rep. Loretta Sanchez announced 
Thursday she is running for U.S. 
Senate, setting up a multimil-
lion-dollar clash of two promi-
nent Democrats that will high-
light the state’s diversity and 
divisions.

After two days of  mixed sig-
nals, Sanchez’s announcement 
in her home district in Orange 
County dramatically reshaped 
a 2016 race that was developing 
into a runaway for state Attor-
ney General Kamala Harris, 
another Democrat who has had 
the Senate field virtually to her-
self  for months.

The contest will have geo-
graphic, racial and political di-
mensions that could highlight 
rifts within the Democratic Par-
ty, which dominates California 
politics.

Sanchez, 55, is Hispanic with 
a background in national de-
fense issues and roots in South-
ern California. Over the years, 
she belonged to a faction of  
moderate Democrats known as 

Congresswoman’s entry 
into race pits 2 prominent 
Dems against each other

By MICHAEL R. BLOOD 
and KEVIN FREKING
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Appeals court: Man on probation can drink

Being in a conspiracy with a 
DMV employee to sell driver’s 
licenses to undocumented im-
migrants is one thing.

Drinking alcohol or being in 

places where it is consumed or 
sold is another.

That’s what state appeals 
court justices concluded Thurs-
day in a ruling affecting a defen-
dant in a Sonoma County driv-
er’s license scheme dating back 
to 2007.

East Bay resident Ubaldo 
Morales pleaded no contest 
last year to selling illegally ob-
tained licenses to undocument-
ed people in a deal that got him 
159 days in jail and three years’ 

probation.
But Judge Robert LaForge 

also barred Morales from 
consuming alcohol or being 
around it while he completed 
his post-release supervision — a 
common condition of  probation.

At the time, LaForge said al-
cohol terms were appropriate in 
all probation matters.

Morales appealed, arguing his 
crime had no connection to alco-
hol or alcohol problems. 

A three-judge panel of  the 

1st  Appellate District agreed, 
calling LaForge’s ruling “an 
abuse of  discretion” and revers-
ing his order.

Criminal defense lawyers 
lauded the ruling, saying they 
have complained in the past 
about blanket alcohol terms and 
gotten nowhere.

Public Defender Kathleen 
Pozzi said the restriction is not 
relevant in all cases. She said it 
can affect employment for peo-
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Alcohol restrictions levied 
in Sonoma County license 
fraud case ruled invalid 

By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Don Owen, a Cal Fire entomologist and forest health specialist, uses an ax to scrape bark off a dead beetle-infected sugar pine at 
Boggs Mountain State Forest northwest of Middletown earlier this month, searching for the type of beetle that killed the tree.

Drought’s toll on trees
Made vulnerable by lack of water, North Coast pines 

dying from effects of bark beetles, raising risk of forest fires

Thousands of  trees in 
North Coast forests are 
dying, apparent victims 

of  more than three years of  
drought and the bark-boring 
pests that flourish when water is 
scarce.

The dead and dying trees, 
mostly pines, are adding flam-
mable fuel to forests where the 
fire risk is already high be-
cause of  California’s prolonged 
drought. The dead wood won’t 
cause more fires, but once ignit-
ed, flames will burn hotter and be much 
more difficult to control, posing potential 
danger for rural residents and firefight-
ers, fire officials say.

“It increases the intensity of  the fire,” 
said Jim Wright, a Cal Fire division chief  
in Lake County, where most of  the area’s 

dead trees have been found. “It’s just like 
starting a fire in your fireplace. It’s much 
easier to get a fire started when you have 
dry wood than green wood.”

The tree deaths are part of  a larger, 
statewide problem that has ravaged 
the southern Sierra, where more than 

10 million pine trees in national 
forests have perished.  More 
than 12 million trees have died 
in national forests statewide in 
the past year because of  drought 
and pests, according to U.S. 
Forest Service aerial surveys. 
Similar problems decimated 
pine forests in Colorado several 
years ago.

“Statewide, it’s horrific,” 
said Greg Giusti, forest adviser 
with the UC Davis Cooperative 
Extension.

Statistics for state and pri-
vately owned forests were not 
available, but Giusti estimates 

the tree deaths in Sonoma, Mendocino 
and Lake counties to be in the tens of  
thousands.

“It’s getting pretty impressive,” he said.
The trees are believed to have been 

weakened by the drought, then finished 
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By GLENDA ANDERSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Trails of destruction are left beneath the bark of pine trees by 
beetles, which feed on the trees’ inner layers.


