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Diocese 
charts 
its own 
course

Roman Catholic bishops in six 
of  California’s 12 dioceses Tues-
day announced the formation of  
a new reparations program for 
survivors of  child sex abuse by 
diocesan priests.

The Santa Rosa diocese is not 
among them.

Instead, local church officials 
will handle any future miscon-
duct claims using an in-house 
protocol developed over recent 
months. 

That way, clergy abuse vic-
tims can request compensation 
directly from the church, rath-
er than through the third party 
that will handle the multi-dioc-
esan program expected to debut 
this fall.

Santa Rosa’s new Victims’ 
Compensation Program was 
quietly announced in the most 
recent edition of  the North 
Coast Catholic as a more for-
malized version of  an existing 
approach through which the 
Northern California diocese has 
previously provided counseling 
and compensation to survivors, 
officials said.

“Anyone who has not come 
forward is encouraged to come 
forward,” said Julie Sparacio, 
victim assistance coordinator 
for the Diocese of  Santa Rosa, 
which stretches from Sonoma 
County along the coast to the 
Oregon border. 

The new program is an exten-
sion of  ongoing efforts by the 
diocese to bring healing to those 
who have been abused by cler-
gymen bestowed with spiritual 
and institutional authority. 

But it was developed with 

As US warns of Iran threats, skeptics recall claims on Iraq

WASHINGTON — As the 
Trump administration draws 
up war plans against Iran over 
what it says are threats to U.S. 
troops and interests, a senior 
British military official told re-

porters at the Pentagon on Tues-
day that he saw no increased 
risk from Iran or allied militias 
in Iraq or Syria.

A few hours later, the U.S. 
Central Command issued an 
unusual rebuke. The remarks 
from the British official — Maj. 
Gen. Chris Ghika, who is also 
the deputy commander of  the 

U.S.-led coalition fighting the 
Islamic State — run “counter 
to the identified credible threats 
available to intelligence from 
U.S. and allies regarding Irani-
an-backed forces in the region,”  
a Central Command spokesman 
said in a statement.

The rare public dispute high-
lights a central problem for the 
Trump administration as it 
seeks to rally allies and global 

Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir 
Putin, right, 
and U.S. Secre-
tary of State 
Mike Pompeo, 
greet each 
other before 
talks Tuesday in 
Sochi, Russia.
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SR bishop bypasses new 
reparations program 
in favor of in-house plan
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ABUSE BY PRIESTS

KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The spillway gates at Scott Dam are running full blast, moving water from the Eel River toward the Russian River basin, thanks to heavy rain and 
snow in the Lake Pillsbury watershed on March 14. PG&E, the state’s largest utility now in bankruptcy, surrendered the project in January.

Counties weigh taking 
over hydropower project

PG&E surrendered power plant in January, saying it wasn’t economical

NORTH COAST » POTTER VALLEY

Sonoma County supervisors agreed 
Tuesday to study the possibility of  
applying for a license to operate a 

remote Mendocino County hydropow-
er project, marking the first move to 
maintain a long-standing water transfer 
deemed critical to residents and ranchers 
in both counties.

A coalition of  five Mendocino County 
agencies and California Trout, a 50-year-
old environmental nonprofit, are col-

laborating with Sonoma County’s water 
agency in the consideration of  taking over 
the federal license for the Potter Valley 
Project, which delivers 20 billion gallons 
of  water a year from the Eel River into the 
Russian River basin.

Each of  the three partners is putting 
$100,000 into the study, an amount dwarfed 
by the potential cost of  establishing free 
passage for the Eel River’s protected salm-
on and steelhead — likely a requisite step 
to extend the project’s life.

PG&E, the state’s largest utility now in 
bankruptcy, surrendered the project in 

January, upending the license renewal 
process, and no entity has responded to a 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
(FERC) call for a new operator.

The utility, which had owned the project 
since 1930, said it was no longer econom-
ical to operate a plant that generated less 
than 1 percent of  its power. 

But the water flowing through the 
powerhouse is virtually invaluable to 
the towns and ranches along the upper 
Russian River from Potter Valley to 
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GOP raises trade war alarms

WASHINGTON — Senate Re-
publicans expressed growing 
concern Tuesday that Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s escalating 
trade war with China is hurt-

ing their constituents in rural 
America, ratcheting up tension 
between the White House and 
Congress on a signature issue.

Some Republican lawmakers, 
increasingly frustrated with 
Trump, took the unusual step 
of  openly criticizing a president 
from their own party.

“I’m not sure if  you talk to 
him face to face, he hears ev-
erything you say,” said Senate 
Finance Committee Chairman 
Charles Grassley, R-Iowa, who 

has emerged as one of  
Trump’s chief  critics 
on trade and who said 
he planned to write to 
the president to explain 
farmers’ concerns.

But faced with the prospect 
that Trump will continue with 
his adversarial approach, Re-
publican lawmakers are also 
looking for ways to provide a 
taxpayer bailout to farmers, 
perhaps adding billions of  dol-
lars to a disaster bill that has 

languished in Congress 
for weeks.

Fueling the concerns 
on Capitol Hill was 
the impression that 

Trump may not have a clear 
endgame. “Ultimately, nobody 
wins a trade war unless there 
is an agreement at the end, af-
ter which tariffs go away,” said 
Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Kentucky.

The president last week more 
than doubled tariffs on $200 bil-

lion in Chinese goods, provoking 
China to retaliate with tariffs 
on U.S. agricultural and other 
products. 

Then Trump expanded the 
trade war further still this week, 
taking the first steps to putting 
roughly $300 billion in addition-
al Chinese goods under import 
levies.

On Tuesday, Trump offered 
conflicting forecasts of  what 

As tension mounts, some 
Senate Republicans want 
tax break for farmers
BY DAMIAN PALETTA 
AND ERICA WERNER
WASHINGTON POST
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US businesses 
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trade war / A6


