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Stephen Curry scored 32 points, including a 
62-footer to end the third quarter, and the 
Golden State Warriors advanced to their first 

Western Conference finals since 1976 by beating 
the Memphis Grizzlies 108-95 on Friday night.

The Warriors will play the winner of  the Clippers-
Rockets series. Game 1 is Tuesday night in Oakland.

Dzhokhar Tsarnaev

Marathon 
bomber 

sentenced 
to die

BOSTON — A jury sentenced 
Dzhokhar Tsarnaev to death 
Friday for the Boston Marathon 
bombing, sweeping aside pleas 
that he was just a “kid” who fell 
under the influence of  his fanat-
ical older brother.

Tsarnaev, 21, stood with his 
hands folded, his head slightly 
bowed, upon learning his fate, 
sealed after 14 hours of  deliber-
ations over three days. It was the 
most closely watched terrorism 
trial in the U.S. since the Okla-
homa City bombing case two de-
cades ago.

The decision sets the stage for 
what could be the nation’s first 
execution of  a terrorist in the 
post-9/11 era, though the case 
is likely to go through years of  
appeals. The execution would be 
carried out by lethal injection.

“Now he will go away and we 
will be able to move on. Justice. 
In his own words, ‘an eye for an 
eye,’ ” said bombing victim Syd-
ney Corcoran, who nearly bled 
to death and whose mother lost 
both legs.

Karen Brassard, who suffered 
shrapnel wounds on her legs, 
said: “We can breathe again.”

Three people were killed and 
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Tsarnaev, 21, may become 
first terrorist executed in US 

since 9/11; appeals likely

New signs of 
strengthening 

El Niño

Some experts have believed 
that the first signs of  Califor-
nia’s drought easing could 
emerge thousands of  miles 
away in the Pacific Ocean near 
the equator.

That’s where the famously 
fickle weather condition known 
as El Niño forms. Predicting one 
can be difficult, but when the 
effects of  a very strong El Niño 
arrive in California, heavy — 
sometimes epic — rains often 
follow.

Over the past year, scientists 
have been disappointed as signs 
of  El Niño fizzled. But this week, 
they are seeing clear signals that 
the “great wet hope” is showing 
signs of  life.

If  the pattern forming in the 
Pacific does strengthen and 
persist, it could bring storms 
next winter that “would certain-
ly provide what we would call 
genuine relief,” climatologist 
Bill Patzert said. “It could be … 
potentially the beginning of  the 
end of  the drought.”

But it remains a big “if.”

By RONG-GONG LIN II
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Raul Avalos walks up to Redwood Empire Disposal’s sorting line Thursday at the recycling center in Santa Rosa. At left are piles of 
garbage that customers had put into their recycle bins; the refuse has to be pulled out from the recycling sorting line.

Recycling at a loss
Main garbage hauler for Sonoma County asks local leaders  

for short-term rate increases as a major source of its revenue declines

Sonoma County’s dominant gar-
bage and recycling company is 
seeking temporary rate increas-

es of  about $1 per month to offset 
what it says are millions in expected 
losses from its troubled recycling 
business. 

The Ratto Group is trying to con-
vince local leaders to allow the com-
pany to boost garbage rates between 
4 percent and 10 percent for its 145,000 
residential and commercial accounts 
in eight Sonoma County cities and the 
unincorporated county areas.

Though the increase is small, it 
comes on the heels of  a significant 
rate hike in April related to the recent 
takeover of  the county landfill by 
Republic Services.

If  approved, the various increases 

would raise more than $4.5 million in 
additional revenue for the company, 
money it says it desperately needs 
because the bottom has fallen out of  
the market for recycled materials. 

“We need a little help for a year,” 
said Eric Koenigshofer, the former 
county supervisor who represents the 
company. “Something has happened 
outside of  our community that has 
had a very significant impact on the 
financial arrangements we have for 
providing services to our community.” 

The move is in response to what the 
company says are three major chal-
lenges facing its recycling programs. 

One is the deeply depressed 
pricing worldwide for bulk recycled 
materials, such as the huge bundles 
of  mixed paper, crushed soda cans 
and cardboard the company ships 
overseas. 
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PROPOSED RATE INCREASES
The Ratto Group is requesting temporary garbage rate 
increases to offset losses from its recycling business. Here’s 
a look at preliminary increases the company is seeking.

   Typical 
  Percent  monthly  New 
Community increase  increase*  rate     
Santa Rosa 6.5 $0.96 $15.73
Petaluma  7.7 $1.25 $17.35
Rohnert Park 6.4 $0.90 $14.88
Healdsburg  7.3 $1.02 $14.99
Windsor   7.4 $1.06 $15.52
Sebastopol 7.9 $1.30 $17.76
Cloverdale  4.4 $0.92 $21.88
Cotati  9.7 $1.24 $14.04
County of Sonoma  6 $0.89 $15.79 
   to $2.49 to $44.12
*Assumes 32-gallon garbage can. Rates include garbage, 
recycling and yard waste bins.

Student’s face-off with Bush goes viral

A former Windsor High 
School debate team captain was 
thrust into the national spot-
light this week with the force 
that only a feisty exchange with 
a likely presidential candidate 
could generate.

Ivy Ziedrich, 19, said to for-
mer Florida Gov. Jeb Bush: 
“Your brother created ISIS.”

Bush’s brother, of  course, is 
George W. Bush, the 43rd pres-
ident of  the United States. Zie-

drich confronted Jeb Bush on 
Wednesday after he said during 
a speech at a town-hall-style 
meeting in Reno that the Islamic 
State, also known as ISIS, was 
the product of  President Barack 
Obama’s Middle East polices.

But Ziedrich, who graduated 
from Windsor High in 2013 and 
is studying political science at 
the University of  Nevada, took 
issue with that claim because 
she believed that the forces that 
led to the creation of  ISIS stem 
back to President George W. 
Bush’s war in Iraq.

“It’s frustrating to see politi-
cians ignore the origins of  our 
conflicts abroad and use current 
foes as excuses for creating new 
ones!” Ziedrich wrote Wednes-
day on Twitter.

Windsor grad presses likely 
2016 candidate to defend 

Middle East comments

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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Screengrab via ABC News

College student Ivy Ziedrich, 19, questions former Florida Gov. Jeb 
Bush during a town-hall-style meeting Wednesday in Reno.

“They had no employment, they had no income, yet they were left  
with access to all the same arms and weapons. Your brother created ISIS.”

IVY ZIEDRICH, Windsor High alumna, speaking Wednesday to Republican presidential hopeful Jeb Bush


