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Trump shared intel with Russians
Disclosure of classified
IS material jeopardizes
key source, officials say
By GREG MILLER
AND GREG JAFFE
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON — President
Donald Trump revealed highly classified information to the
Russian foreign minister and
ambassador in a White House

meeting
last
week, according to current
and
former
U.S.
officials,
who
said
Trump’s
disclosures jeopardized a critDonald
ical source of
Trump
intelligence on
the Islamic State.
The information the president relayed had been provided

by a U.S. partner through an
intelligence-sharing arrangement considered so sensitive
that details have been withheld
from allies and tightly restricted even within the U.S. government, officials said.
The Mideast partner had not
given the United States permission to share the material
with Russia, and officials said
Trump’s decision to do so endangers cooperation from an
ally that has access to the inner

workings of the Islamic State.
After Trump’s meeting, senior
White House officials took steps
to contain the damage, placing
calls to the CIA and the National Security Agency.
“This is code-word information,” said a U.S. official familiar with the matter, using terminology that refers to one of
the highest classification levels
used by American spy agencies.
Trump “revealed more information to the Russian ambas-

sador than we have shared with
our own allies.”
The revelation comes as
the president faces rising legal and political pressure on
multiple Russia-related fronts.
Last week, he fired FBI Director James Comey in the midst
of a bureau investigation into
possible links between the
Trump campaign and Moscow.
Trump’s subsequent admisTURN TO TRUMP » PAGE A2

RENT CONTROL

HOUSING NEEDS » Report shows that county is losing ground
in affordable rentals as price increases have far outpaced incomes

A tough time for renters

Record
funding
in battle
for votes

Measure C opponents
get $300K boost from
national Realtors group
By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

THE SOLE UNIT: Brookside East Apartments manager Laura Rammer, left, stands with Beth Martinez, who has owned the property for over 35 years with her husband,
Hugo Martinez. They are standing in the sole apartment currently available for rent at the property, a two bedroom one-and-a-half bathroom unit for $1,700 per month.
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

A

new report by state housing advocates
quantifies the woes affecting Sonoma
County’s rental market, including how
far rents have outpaced incomes.
Sonoma County’s median renter saw wages
decline 6 percent from 2000 to 2015, when adjusted for inflation, according to the California
Housing Partnership. In the same period, the
county’s median rent increased 16 percent.
The gap, derived from U.S. Census data,
resulted in a net decline in overall purchasing
power of $5,580 for the median renter, whose
annual income was $49,921.
The report also highlights an 87 percent
decline in state and federal aid for affordable

housing in the county during the past seven
years, totaling $41 million.
Sonoma County’s decline was the steepest
on a percentage basis among the 15 counties
studied by the housing partnership, said its
president and CEO, Matt Schwartz.
The county continues to lose ground each
year when it comes to providing affordable
housing, Schwartz said. His group estimated
more than 17,000 more subsidized units are
needed here to meet the needs of low-income
residents.
Without action, he said, “this deficit is going
to get worse.”
Those involved in the report acknowledged
they hope county residents will be moved to
TURN TO RENTERS » PAGE A2

BY THE NUMBERS
Affordability: Median rent in
Sonoma County has increased
16% since 2000, but median renter
household income decreased by
6%, when adjusted for inflation.
Needed income: Renters need
to earn more than 4 times the
state minimum wage to afford the
median asking rent of $2,285.
Affordable housing: 17,144 more
affordable rental homes are
needed to meet the needs of the
lowest-income renters.
Source: California Housing
Partnership

Real estate interests upped
the ante in their already highstakes fight against Santa Rosa’s rent control law, pumping
another $334,000 last week into
the record-breaking campaign
against Measure C.
Opponents of the city’s rent
control law ordinance, which is
suspended until voters weigh in
during the June 6 referendum,
have now blown away all political fundraising records for a city
race, raising $815,791 to date.
“This is the largest spending campaign in the history of
Santa Rosa by far,” said Terry Price, chairman of the Yes
on C campaign and a veteran
political consultant. “There is
nothing that even comes close to
this type of massive amounts of
spending.”
Supporters of rent control,
by comparison, have raised just
$123,460, giving the No campaign a nearly 7-to-1 fundraising advantage to date and a huge
war chest heading into the final
three weeks of the campaign.
The total of the two campaigns combined now exceeds
$939,000, though definitive campaign finance filings aren’t due
until May 25.
The latest blast of cash came
primarily from a $300,000 donation from the Chicago-based National Association of Realtors.
The two campaigns immediately sparred over whether that
donation could be characterized
as out-of-area money or not.
Political consultant Rob Muelrath is running the campaign ofTURN TO MEASURE C » PAGE A2

The journey from death row to adoption
Groups transport animals
from high-kill facilities
to homes in northern cities
By KARIN BRULLIARD
WASHINGTON POST

SAN FERNANDO — May was supposed to be dead by now. The charcoaland-white pit bull mix had languished
for more than two months at a highkill animal shelter in east Los Angeles County, and though she’d passed
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one “temperament test” required for
adoption, she failed a second. That essentially put her on death row at the
facility.
But a small rescue group got to
May first and reserved her a spot
on a school bus that would take her
840 miles to Eugene, Oregon; there,
another rescue had pledged to find her
a home. And so on a sunny Saturday
morning, she bounded up the steps of
the red bus and quickly settled into a
large crate near the back.
She had plenty of company as the
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wheels rolled along the highway:
105 other dogs and cats collected from
crowded shelters in California and
destined for the Pacific Northwest,
where euthanasia rates are lower and
pets are in greater demand. Their four
rows of crates were stacked floor to
ceiling. “These little souls have engulfed me,” admitted Phil Broussard,
the trucker driving them up the coast.
His passengers were among the
more than 10,000 animals that will
TURN TO ADOPTION » PAGE A5

ACCUSED OF ATROCITY: United States officials
contend that Syria executed thousands of
political opponents, burned the bodies / A10

PATRICK T. FALLON / WASHINGTON POST

A dog is carried to a bus that will take scores of pets
from Southern California to the Pacific Northwest.
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