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Kim and Andy Guy of Larkfield plan to fire Chiaramonte Construction and Plumbing after several delays rebuilding their new home, to replace the 
one lost in the Tubbs fire. In response to customer complaints, the California Contractors State License Board is assessing the allegations.

Tubbs victims suing 
builder, claiming fraud

Central Valley company that promised lower prices accused of negligence

A year and a half  after she selected a 
contractor to begin rebuilding the 
house she lost in the October 2017 

Tubbs fire, Lynette Kronick has nothing 
to show for it. Her burned lot on Laven-
der Lane in the Mark West neighborhood 
remains vacant. 

“My roommate has a 3-year-old grand-
daughter,” she said. “I’d like to have this 
house built before she graduates from 
high school.”

That’s why in April she fired Chiaramon-
te Construction & Plumbing Inc., a Central 
Valley builder who signed contracts with 
her and about 40 Santa Rosa-area home-
owners to rebuild their houses destroyed in 
the devastating wildfire. 

Now, they are a group of  disgruntled 
customers going through the agony of  
dealing with an out-of-town contractor 
they say has fallen well short of  meeting 
their expectations. They claim Chiar-
amonte has blown deadlines, broken 
promises on construction start dates, 
made many mistakes, left their homes 
unfinished and in some cases improperly 
charged them for unfinished work. 

On Friday, Chiaramonte Construction 
became the first contractor to be accused 
by fire survivors of  negligence and fraud 

during the massive rebuild underway in 
sections of  Santa Rosa ravaged by the 
historic fire. Robert Richner and his wife, 
whose Mark West Estates home burned, 
filed a civil lawsuit against Chiaramon-
te in Sonoma County Superior Court, 
alleging fraud and negligent misrepresen-

tation regarding their home construction 
contract with the Tulare company. 

This week, in response to customer com-
plaints about Chiaramonte, the California 
Contractors State License Board opened a 

Chiaramonte’s name is visible on the sidewalk Wednesday by a graded lot in Larkfield. 
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PG&E lines sparked Camp fire 

SAN FRANCISCO — PG&E 
power lines sparked the Camp 
fire that killed 85 people in Butte 
County last year, making it the 
deadliest U.S. wildfire in a cen-
tury, state fire officials said 
Wednesday.

Cal Fire said transmission 
lines owned and operated by 
the San Francisco-based util-
ity started the Nov. 8 fire that 
nearly destroyed the town of  

Paradise in the Sierra Nevada 
foothills.

The fire wiped out nearly 
15,000 homes. Many of  those 
killed were elderly or disabled. 
The oldest was 99.

“Investigators determined 
there were violations of  law,” 
Cal Fire deputy director Mike 
Mohler said. He said he hadn’t 
read the report and didn’t know 
the nature of  the violations.

Cal Fire did not release its full 

By JANIE HAR
ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Six months after the Camp fire killed 85 people 
and destroyed the town of  Paradise, residents 
from the Sierra Nevada communities east of  Chi-
co had confirmation of  what was long suspected: 
one of  PG&E’s aging transmission lines sparked 
the wildfire that ruined so many lives. 

It’s a swift conclusion compared to the 16 months 
that survivors of  the 2017 Tubbs fire waited to 
receive Cal Fire’s far less decisive report in that 
blaze. After a lengthy process of  elimination 

TUBBS FIRE » Officials 
took longer to find fault

CAL FIRE » Agency says violations 
found with utility’s equipment
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A PG&E crew works to restore power lines Nov. 9 as 
the Camp fire rages in Paradise. Cal Fire officials said 
Wednesday the utility’s power lines started the blaze. 

Debate 
heats up  
on Iran 
threat

WASHINGTON — The intel-
ligence that caused the White 
House to escalate its warnings 
about a threat from Iran came 
from photographs of  missiles on 
small boats in the Persian Gulf  
that were put on board by Ira-
nian paramilitary forces, three 
U.S. officials said.

Overhead imagery showed 
fully assembled missiles, stok-
ing fears that the Islamic Revo-
lutionary Guards Corps would 
fire them at U.S. naval ships. 
Additional pieces of  intelligence 
picked up threats against com-
mercial shipping and potential 
attacks by Iranian proxy forces 
on U.S. troops in Iraq.

But just how alarmed the 
Trump administration should 
be over the new intelligence is 
a subject of  fierce debate among 
the White House, the Pentagon, 
the CIA and America’s allies.

The photographs presented 

PERSIAN GULF » Images 
of missiles at sea prompt 
range of interpretations
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