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CANDIDATE IN WAR-WHOOP CONTROVERSY: 
U.S. Senate hopeful Sanchez draws ire of  rival 
after apparent joke about Native Americans / B8
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GRATEFUL DEAD 
LIVES ON

As iconic rock band prepares 
to perform farewell concerts, its 
legacy endures in Sonoma County 
and beyond Sonoma Living

SHARING IN LIFE’S SUCCESSES  
Students, mentors achieve goals together Special Section

Vacation rentals 
divide neighbors

CHRIS HARDY / For The Press Democrat

UNHAPPY RESIDENT: Debbie Nitasaka of Glen Ellen, seen in March, says the peace and quiet of her dead-end road is regularly shattered by disruptive visitors 
who rent a nearby short-term vacation rental. Nitasaka’s complaints are echoed by other neighbors of vacation properties across Sonoma County.  

Debbie Nitasaka says it hit her with a thun-
dering blast early one summer morning 
three years ago: Life as she knew it in her 

small, Wine Country village was about to change.
She was awakened at 1:30 a.m. by the sounds 

from a neighboring home where a huge party was 
going on. Horns blasting. People yelling. Cars com-
ing and going.

It wasn’t the Glen Ellen Firefighters Dance & 
BBQ, where a rumpus is raised once a year for a 
good cause and half  the town attends.

It was, instead, the invasion of  the vacation 
renters.

“I finally fell asleep at 4:30,” she recalled. 
And that was just the beginning.
“All summer, every summer, into the fall and 

sometimes in February. Sometimes in April. We 
never know when they’ll come,” Nitasaka said. 
A community activist who years ago founded a 
program to help Sonoma Valley’s migrant labor-
ers, she lives on a dead-end road in a middle-class 
neighborhood of  working people and retirees. Her 
husband is a retired physician. But when the revel-
ry began, he was still working and on call. 

Complaints to the county, to the property owner, 
to the sheriff, she said, rarely provide relief.

The party house, once owned by a respected town 
elder, is now, she said, “like a roadhouse.”

POSH ACCOMMODATIONS: One September week at historic Casa Sebastiani, on a hill 
above the Sebastiani Vineyards and Winery in Sonoma, can be yours for about $14,500. 

WINE COUNTRY CONFLICT

Short-term paying guests boon for owners, bane for some nearby residents
By MEG McCONAHEY
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Luxury, when 
money is no object

On the far upper end of  the 
vacation rental world are 
people who forgo hotels and 

traditional inns to rent their own 
baronial estates with sweeping views 
and all the over-the-top comforts 
befitting a celebrity.

They are the 1 percent, or those 
who want, if  only for a weekend, 
to feel what it’s like to live like the 
1 percent. That includes all the 
accoutrements: outdoor fireplaces, 

pizza ovens, big pools, bocce courts 
and home theaters.

This is the market that Liza 
and Patrick Graves sought to tap 
when they moved to Sonoma about 
20 years ago. Inspired by their own 
experience renting getaway homes 
from Connecticut to Europe, places 
where they could cook their own 
meals with fresh ingredients from 
the farmers market and meet locals, 
they saw an untapped potential in 
the high-end homes of  the Sonoma 
and Napa valleys. Many were second 
homes and sitting vacant much of  
the year. 

In 2003 they launched Beautiful 
Places, a vacation-rental company 
headquartered in Sonoma and spe-
cializing in “luxury villa rentals.” 
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The surge in Wine Country vacation rental homes    — some owned 

by absentee landlords and many unregulated, some opulent, 

many not — has angered neighbors who view the short-term 

rental trend as a threat to their quality of life and privacy.

by Meg McConahey        photography by Chris Hardy

These articles originally appeared in Sonoma 
Magazine. To read a fuller version and see more 
photos, go to sonomamag.com

COMING MONDAY: Some big players in the 
online vacation rental industry have their eyes 
on Sonoma County properties. 
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Sonoma couple’s company 
specializes in renting out 
high-end second homes 

By MEG McCONAHEY
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Edmund G. Brown Sr. and 
his son, Gov. Jerry Brown.

Father’s 
legacy  
is son’s 

challenge

LOS ANGELES — When Ed-
mund G. Brown Sr. was gover-
nor of  California, people were 
moving in at a pace of  1,000 a 
day. With a jubilant Brown of-
ficiating, California commemo-
rated the moment it became the 
nation’s largest state, in 1962, 
with a church-bell-ringing, four-
day celebration.

He was the boom-boom gov-
ernor for a boom-boom time: 
championing highways, univer-
sities and, most consequential, a 
sprawling water network to feed 
the explosion of agriculture and 
development in the dry reaches of  
central and Southern California.

Nearly 50 years later, it has 
fallen to Brown’s only son, Gov. 
Jerry Brown, to manage the 
modern-day California that his 
father helped create.

The state is prospering, with 
a population of  more than dou-
ble the 15.5 million it had when 
Brown, known as Pat, became 
governor in 1959. But Califor-
nia, the seventh-largest econo-
my in the world, is confronting 
fundamental questions about 
its limits and growth, fed by the 
collision of  the severe drought 
dominating Jerry Brown’s final 
years as governor and the water 
and energy demands — from 
homes, industries and farms, 
not to mention pools, gardens 
and golf  courses — driven by 

Nearly 50 years after growth 
boom, governor faces 

tough issues in California

By ADAM NAGOURNEY
NEW YORK TIMES
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Right aims for 
liberals to share 
hits on Clinton

WASHINGTON — A Twitter 
post recently caught the eye of  
Bill McKibben, the environmen-
tal advocate and godfather of the 
Keystone XL pipeline protests.

It included an image from 
“The Simpsons” showing Homer 
and his family basking in moun-
tains of cash in their living room, 
followed by a report on Hillary 
Rodham Clinton’s appearance at 
a fundraiser with a lobbyist from 
the Keystone fight.

McKibben’s environmental 
organization, 350.org, has been 
trying to raise awareness about 
the ties it sees between lobbyists 
for the oil pipeline and former 
aides to Clinton. He prompt-
ly shared the post with his 
150,000  Twitter followers, and 
the reaction was immediate.

“You expect different from a 
Clinton?” one person responded 
on Twitter. And from another: 
“Did you need another reason 

By ASHLEY PARKER 
and NICK CORASANITI

NEW YORK TIMES
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