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Swiss dairy giant acquires Cowgirl
Artisan cheese maker’s
owners will stay on to
manage the facility
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Petaluma’s Cowgirl Creamery, an early leader among the
North Bay’s artisan cheese
makers, has been sold to Swiss
dairy giant Emmi, the owners
announced Monday.

“We have merged our company with Emmi, with the idea that
it’s the best way to keep it going
and growing,” said co-founder Sue Conley, who started the
company with partner Peggy
Smith nearly 20 years ago.
The two, who owned 80 percent of the business, will remain
at Cowgirl as co-managers, with
Smith as president and Conley
as vice president.
Details of the transaction
weren’t disclosed. The sale includes a Petaluma production

facility and retail outlets in
Point Reyes Station and the Ferry Building in San Francisco.
It also includes the related food
distribution company Tomales
Bay Foods, a key path to market
for small, local cheese makers.
Those business segments together employ 95 people.
It is the third acquisition on
the North Coast by Emmi, Switzerland’s largest milk processor. In December, it purchased
Sebastopol’s Redwood Hill Farm
& Creamery, a pioneer goat milk

processor and cheese maker in
the United States. In 2010, it acquired Arcata goat cheese maker Cypress Grove Chevre.
“This is the third jewel in
their crown,” said Lynne Devereux, founding president of
the California Artisan Cheese
Guild and a consultant to cheese
makers for 15 years. “And everything I hear on the inside is
they are wonderful partners.”
Conley and Smith are widely
credited with leading collaborative efforts to grow the North

Here comes Oliver’s

Bay’s cheese industry. They
were founders of the state’s
artisan cheese guild, and they
helped spark an effort to bring
classes in cheese making to the
College of Marin.
“It really was Sue and Peggy’s brainchild” to start the
classes, said Elly Rilla, a retired
dairy and cheese adviser for the
UC Cooperative Extension in
Marin County.
Moreover, by starting their
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Seeking
migrant
health
coverage
Immigrant advocates
call on state lawmakers
to extend full benefits
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Jaime Cardona of Pellegrini’s Platinum Painting Services puts some finishing touches Monday to the wall at Oliver’s Market before the grand
opening on Wednesday morning.

Locally supplied grocery store opens Windsor doors Wednesday
“A lot of
customers,
if they
know the
difference,
they will
choose local,
all things
being equal.”

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The latest entrant in the super-competitive supermarket industry debuts
Wednesday when Oliver’s Markets
opens the doors to its new grocery
store in Windsor near the Town Green.
The 35,000-square-foot store has a decidedly modern look with an exposed
ceiling and targeted spotlights.
Its walls are adorned with large
banners of some of its more than 300
local suppliers who are prominently featured as part of its “Buy Local”
marketing campaign, from dairy powerhouse Clover Stornetta Farms to the
lesser known FEED Sonoma, short
for Farmers Exchange of Earthly DeTURN TO OLIVER’S » PAGE A2

A variety of beers will be available at the new pub and taproom
Tavern Off The Green at Oliver’s Market before the grand opening on
Wednesday morning.

TOM SCOTT, chief exec-

utive officer for Oliver’s
Markets

On the day comprehensive
Medi-Cal health insurance was
offered to undocumented children in California, immigration
and health care advocates called
for coverage to be extended to
all immigrants regardless of
immigration status.
Hundreds of health care advocates demonstrated Monday
on the steps of the state Capitol in Sacramento, calling on
legislators to approve two bills
aimed at providing coverage for
all immigrants illegally in the
country.
SB 10 would allow undocumented immigrants to purchase
health plans through Covered
California, the state’s health insurance exchange, while SB 1418
would extend Medi-Cal to adult
undocumented immigrants.
“Undocumented immigrants
can buy insurance from brokers
today but are not able to buy insurance through Covered California and compare different
types of products,” said Ronald
Coleman, government affairs
manager for California Immigrant Policy Center in Sacramento.
SB 10, which is currently in
the state Assembly Appropriations Committee, would require
the state to seek a federal waiver under President Obama’s
Affordable Care Act, which
prohibits undocumented immigrants from purchasing health
plans through federal or state
health insurance exchanges.
Specifically, the waiver would
allow Covered California to
sell health insurance products
available only to undocumented immigrants, but which mirror health plans sold through
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Pooches catch scent of ‘fountain of youth’
Our canine pals are enlisted
to test a drug that may have
potential to lengthen life span
By AMY HARMON
NEW YORK TIMES

RUTH FREMSON/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Lynn Gemmell’s dog, Bela, has participated in a trial
of a drug that has lengthened the lives of laboratory
mice. Over 1,500 dog owners applied to take part.

SEATTLE — Ever since last summer,
when Lynn Gemmell’s dog was inducted into the trial of a drug that has been
shown to significantly lengthen the lives
of laboratory mice, she has been the object of intense scrutiny among dog park
regulars.
To those who insist that Bela, 8, has
turned back into a puppy — “Look how
fast she’s getting that ball!” — Gemmell
has tried to turn a deaf ear. Bela, a Bor-

der collie-Australian shepherd mix, may
have been given a placebo, for one thing.
The drug, rapamycin, which improved the heart health and appeared to
delay the onset of some diseases in older
mice, may not work the same magic in
dogs, for another. There is also a chance
it could do more harm than good. “This
is just to look for side effects, in dogs,”
Gemmell told Bela’s many well-wishers.
Technically that is true. But the trial
also represents a new frontier in testing a proposition for improving human
health: Rather than seeking treatments
for the individual maladies that come
with age, we might do better to target the
biology that underlies aging itself.
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LEAF BLOWER DEBATE:

Sonoma Council declined
to put issue on ballot until
it can consider referendum
language. / A3
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