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Trump sought to drop inquiry
President wanted Comey
to stop investigation into
Flynn, according to memo
By DEVLIN BARRETT
AND ELLEN NAKASHIMA
WASHINGTON POST

WASHINGTON
—
President
Trump asked the FBI to drop its
probe into former national security
adviser Michael Flynn and urged
former FBI director James Comey
instead to pursue reporters in leak

cases, according to
associates of Comey who have seen
private notes he
wrote recounting
the conversation.
According to the
notes written by
Comey following a
Donald
February meeting
Trump
with the president,
Trump brought up the counterintelligence investigation into Flynn
and urged Comey to drop the probe
in the wake of the national security

adviser’s resignation.
The conversation between Trump
and Comey took place after a national security meeting. The president asked to speak privately to the
FBI director, and the others left the
room, according to the Comey associates, who, like other officials,
spoke on the condition of anonymity
because they were not authorized to
reveal internal discussions.
“I hope you can let this go,” Trump
said, according to the Comey notes,
which were described by the associates. Comey’s written account of the

meeting is two pages long and highly
detailed, the associates said.
The conversation described in the
notes raises new questions about
whether Trump may have crossed
any legal lines into criminal behavior by pressuring the FBI to end an
investigation.
“There’s definitely a case to be
made for obstruction,” said Barak
Cohen, a former federal prosecutor
who now does white-collar-defense
work at the Perkins Coie law firm
TURN TO INQUIRY » PAGE A9
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Shock over cutback plan
JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Athletes bike in the Alexander
Valley during the Ironman Santa
Rosa race on Saturday.

Race-day
traffic
irks some
motorists
SR officials point to
Old Courthouse Square
as culprit for hassles
By GUY KOVNER
ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

NEEDED RESOURCE: Sonoma County sheriff’s Deputy Dan Mori looks over a vacant homeless encampment Tuesday beneath the Fife Creek bridge in Guerneville. The office
faces an anticipated $6.5 million budget cut, and many west county residents, who have growing concerns about homelessness, are worried about the potential impact.

Possible slashes to services worry supervisors, Russian River-area residents
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

S

onoma County supervisors publicly clashed
with the Sheriff’s Office on Tuesday about a
range of possible money-saving cutbacks to
law enforcement services, including some that
many Guerneville area residents feel are vital to
helping their community manage its persistent
homeless problem.
As part of a broader discussion examining the
financial challenges looming in advance of the
county’s annual budget hearings next month,
the board was presented with a 19-point list by
sheriff’s officials detailing areas where they may
look for cuts.
The office faces an anticipated $6.5 million
budget cut in the coming fiscal year, mainly because its funding has remained flat while pay
and internal costs have increased.

Certain items on the sheriff’s list are particularly controversial to Russian River residents
and supervisors alike: namely, the potential
elimination of the office’s community-oriented policing unit and a possible reduction in the
number of sergeant jobs at its Guerneville and
Sonoma Valley substations from two to one.
The possible cuts came as a shock to west
county residents when they learned of them late
last week.
In fact, many want to see an even greater presence from law enforcement amid growing concerns about homelessness there.
Community members earlier this year began
circulating a petition calling for a dedicated
sheriff’s deputy to deal “exclusively with homeless-related issues” along the lower Russian River.
TURN TO BUDGET » PAGE A7

POSSIBLE SERVICE CUTS
The Sonoma County Sheriff’s Office
faces a possible budget cut of
$6.5 million. Major service reductions
have been proposed, including:
■ Eliminating community oriented
policing unit, which focuses on
proactive policing of issues such as
homelessness
■ Reducing number of sergeants at
the Guerneville and Sonoma Valley
substations from 2 to 1
■ Eliminating the Sheriff’s Narcotics
Unit
■ Reducing contribution to chaplaincy
program for officers and crime victims
■ Reducing mental health correctional
sergeant overtime
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While thousands of athletes
and spectators reveled Saturday
in Santa Rosa’s newly reunified
Old Courthouse Square during
the inaugural running of an
Ironman triathlon, many residents fumed over road closures
that turned everyday trips into
prolonged hassles.
Despite an unprecedented effort by city officials to prepare
residents and businesses for
the impending impact on Santa Rosa traffic, motorists found
themselves trapped by an array
of closures and travel restrictions that started at 8 a.m. on a
sunny weekend morning.
Many hassles occurred along
the Third Street corridor west
of Highway 101 but also along
the Ironman’s 56-mile bicycle
leg from Lake Sonoma through
vineyards south of Healdsburg,
TURN TO IRONMAN » PAGE A2

Creating babies from skin cells, really?
Scientists see mind-boggling
possibilities in years ahead
for reproductive technology
By TAMAR LEWIN
NEW YORK TIMES

Nearly 40 years after the world was
jolted by the birth of the first test-tube
baby, a new revolution in reproductive
technology is on the horizon — and it
promises to be far more controversial
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than in vitro fertilization ever was.
Within a decade or two, researchers
say, scientists will likely be able to create a baby from human skin cells that
have been coaxed to grow into eggs
and sperm and used to create embryos
to implant in a womb.
The process, in vitro gametogenesis,
or IVG, so far has been used only in
mice. But stem cell biologists say it is
only a matter of time before it could be
used in human reproduction — opening up mind-boggling possibilities.
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With IVG, two men could have a
baby that was biologically related to
both of them, by using skin cells from
one to make an egg that would be fertilized by sperm from the other. Women with fertility problems could have
eggs made from their skin cells, rather
than go through the lengthy and expensive process of stimulating their
ovaries to retrieve their eggs.
“It gives me an unsettled feeling beTURN TO CELLS » PAGE A8
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These mice were created from eggs made from the
skin cells of female mice, which produced embryos that
were implanted into female mice, who then gave birth.
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