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to survive; no known motive for Tuesday 
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Daniella Stanghellini took in her grandmother, Eleanor Miller, 94, with red purse, after she was burned out of The Orchard mobile home parkin the 
aftermath of the Tubbs fire. Both Michael Ciocilo, left, and Deborah Collins, right, also lost their homes in the park to the blaze.  

Displaced Residents Sue

For Alison Gould and other residents at The Or-
chard, the rebuild clock is ticking.

Gould last week took a visitor to where her 
home once stood along the western edge of  the Or-
chard, a mobile home park off Pinercrest Drive known 
for grass front yards and for clientele aged 55 and old-
er. Her lot, with a distant view of  Mount St. Helena, 
now sits cleared and vacant, one of  nearly 70  home-
sites there that burned after a deadly wildfire roared 
through northwest Santa Rosa in October and jumped 
the SMART train tracks from Coffey Park.

“We had less than 10 minutes to get out,” Gould re-
called of  the night last fall when she and her husband, 
Dennis Silva, escaped the flames.

The couple hope to take advantage of  an offer from 
the park’s owner to buy a new manufactured home 
at a discounted price. But seven months after the 
fire, Gould and a number of  other residents say the 
rebuilding process is taking too long.

The frustration boiled into public view Wednesday 
when seven Orchard residents and their attorneys an-
nounced they had filed a class-action lawsuit against 
the park owner, Chicago-based Hometown America, a 
company that owns mobile home parks in 13 states.

Among those appearing at a press conference was 
94-year-old Eleanor Miller, who had moved to The 
Orchard in 1981.

“I miss my home,” Miller told a small group of  
reporters. “I want it back.”

A Hometown America executive responded in a 
telephone interview Wednesday that he empathized 
with the residents’ frustrations. But he said the com-
pany has made considerable efforts to help residents 

acquire new manufactured houses as quickly as possi-
ble and for “the most reasonable costs.”

“Seeing the devastation, the right thing to do was 
to get these people back into houses,” said Stephen 
Braun, the company’s co-president and chief  operat-
ing officer. He said Hometown America’s discounted 
prices would save residents more than $100,000 per 
house, with third-party models retailing from an esti-
mated $272,000 to $311,000, according to the company. 
Anyone can choose to make a deal with a separate 

A sign hangs Wednesday at vacant lots cleared after dozens of homes in The 
Orchard mobile home park were razed by the Tubbs fire in October.
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COFFEY PARK CHRONICLES » Occupants of The Orchard  
mobile home park unhappy with pace of rebuild after fires

ABOUT  
THE SERIES
As part of an ongoing 
series, The Press Dem-
ocrat is following the 
residents and recovery 
of Coffey Park, the Santa 
Rosa neighborhood  
destroyed by the Tubbs 
fire. Read all of the 
stories online at   
pressdemocrat.com

Trump 
lashes 
out at 
forum

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump lashed out at un-
authorized immigrants during 
a White House meeting Wednes-
day, warning in front of  news 
cameras that dangerous people 
were clamoring to breach the 
country’s borders and branding 
such people “animals.”

Trump’s incendiary com-
ments came during a round-ta-
ble discussion 
with state and 
local leaders 
on California’s 
sanctuary laws, 
which strictly 
limit commu-
nication be-
tween local law 
e n fo rc e m e n t 
and federal 
i m m i g r at i o n 
officers, and which the Trump 
administration is suing to inval-
idate. 

It was hardly the first time 
the president has spoken in 
ugly and racially fraught terms 
about immigrants, but it under-
scored his lingering rage about 
immigration — the animating 
issue of  his campaign and his 
tenure so far — and his frustra-
tion that he has not been able 
to do more to seal the nation’s 
borders.

As he has in numerous pri-
vate meetings with his advisers 
at the White House, Trump used 
the session to vent his anger at 
the nation’s immigration laws, 
calling them “the dumbest laws 
on immigration in the world.” 

He exhorted his adminis-
tration to “do much better” in 
keeping out undesirable people, 
including members of  transna-
tional gangs like MS-13.

“We have people coming into 
the country, or trying to come 
in — we’re stopping a lot of  
them,” Trump said in the Cab-
inet Room during an hourlong 
meeting that reporters had been 
allowed in to document. “You 
wouldn’t believe how bad these 
people are. These aren’t people, 
these are animals, and we’re 
taking them out of  the country 
at a level and at a rate that’s 

At meeting on sanctuary 
law, president calls some 
migrants ‘animals’
By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Suspect charged in stabbing

The stabbing death of  a man Sun-
day in a Sonoma State University 
dorm room was described Wednes-
day in court by prosecutors as “a 
sudden quarrel and heat of  passion” 
as they charged 19-year-old Tyler J. 

Bratton with voluntary manslaugh-
ter.

In a courtroom packed with 
supporters of  Bratton and victim 
Steven John Garcia, 26, Sonoma 
County Superior Court Judge Ja-
mie Thistlethwaite set Bratton’s 
bail at $150,000. Wearing navy blue 
jail scrubs, Bratton had an attorney 
from the Public Defender’s Office at 
his side. He’s scheduled to enter a 
plea May 31.

Afterward, the supporters shout-
ed and pushed in the narrow hallway 
outside the courtroom.

Chief  Deputy District Attorney 
Brian Straebell would not comment 
on a motive in the case or any other 
aspect of  it.

Bratton, of  Santa Rosa, had been 
booked Monday on a no-bail mur-
der charge by Petaluma police in 
the death of  Garcia, also from Santa 
Rosa.

“We looked at all the evidence and 
evaluated it to see what we could 
prove beyond a reasonable doubt,” 
Staebell said. “(Voluntary man-
slaughter) is the charge we felt was 
appropriate.”

Petaluma Police Lt. Tim Lyons 
also declined to provide details on 
what took place inside the Sauvi-
gnon Village apartment-style dorm 
Sunday just before 6 p.m. 

“The challenge for us is trying 
to get a straight story of  what hap-
pened,” Lyons said.

He said absent a court order, the 
federal Family Educational Rights 
and Privacy Act prohibits the uni-
versity from providing police with 
not only the name of  the female stu-

Bratton, 19, accused of  
committing voluntary  
manslaughter at SSU
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