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NBA PLAYOFFS: Warriors 
and Rockets square off in  
Game 1 of  the Western  
Conference Finals on  
Tuesday / C1

COSMIC  
COMEDIAN

Healdsburg looks to recycled water

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

RESIDENT SAYS “PEACE AND QUIET IS GONE”: Tom Lowrie lives across from two rental homes, one of which is visible, in background. The Guerneville  
resident says it can get loud in his neighborhood when the houses are rented, especially during the busy summer months in the Russian River area.  

Vying for rentals

T he letter offered Tom Low-
rie a $5,000 bonus for listing 
his Guerneville home with a 

booming vacation rental manage-
ment company based in Oregon. 

Lowrie, who owns a triplex on a 
once-tranquil bend in the Russian 
River, found it an offer he could read-
ily refuse.

For one thing, his home was not 
already listed with another property 
manager, as required to claim the 
bonus. For another, he is fed up with 
the tech-fueled proliferation of  vaca-
tion rentals in Sonoma County, where 
more than 2,000 properties that cater 
to visitors have generated both a tax 
bonanza and a headache for officials 

scrambling to deal with the social 
disruptions.

“It’s out of  control in Sonoma 
County,” said Lowrie, who moved 
onto Northern Avenue a dozen years 
ago for the luxury of  an isolated 
neighborhood bordered by vineyards 
and forest.

Now there are five authorized va-
cation rentals on his block and more 
that are operating without county 
permits, Lowrie said. Two rentals 
across the street from him have a 
combined capacity for 22 people, 
and more often show up on summer 
weekends, drinking and partying late 
into the night.

Lowrie said he repeatedly calls the 
rental company, asking it to “shut 

The persistent drought has put a new em-
phasis on using more recycled water for irri-
gation, a practice that has long been allowed 
for some lawns, vineyards, golf  courses and 
parks in Sonoma County, but isn’t spreading 
fast enough for officials in one city.

Even though highly treated reclaimed 
water has been used for decades in Sonoma 
County to grow hay and grapes and keep of-

fice parks and sport fields green, officials in 
Healdsburg are finding it frustratingly slow 
to expand their recycled water program.

With residents and businesses under 
state pressure to cut back further on pota-
ble water consumption, city officials want 
to offer an alternative for keeping lawns 
and gardens growing by having people use 
the “near-drinkable” water produced at the 
city’s sewage treatment plant.

The idea is to have residents and land-
scapers haul away that water, similar to es-
tablished programs in communities like San 
Ramon and Dublin, where people come to fill 
everything from one-gallon jugs to 300-gal-

City officials finding it difficult to show 
safety of expanded irrigation program
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The surge in Wine Country vacation rental homes    — some owned 

by absentee landlords and many unregulated, some opulent, 

many not — has angered neighbors who view the short-term 

rental trend as a threat to their quality of life and privacy.

by Meg McConahey        photography by Chris Hardy

This is Part 2 in a series. Part 1 was published on Sunday 
and originally appeared in Sonoma Magazine. To read a 
fuller version and see more photos, go to sonomamag.
com

WINE COUNTRY CONFLICT

Vacation housing companies reach out to owners; some residents are fed up

Iraq war judged mistake by presidential hopefuls

WASHINGTON — A dozen years later, 
American politics has reached a rough 
consensus about the Iraq War: It was a 
mistake.

Politicians hoping to be president rare-
ly run ahead of  public opinion. 

So it’s a revealing moment when 
the major contenders for president 
in both parties find it best to say that  
4,491 Americans and countless Iraqis 
lost their lives in a war that shouldn’t 
have been waged.

Many people have been saying that 
for years, of  course. Polls show most of  
the public have judged the war a fail-

ure by now. Over time, more and more 
GOP politicians have allowed that the 
absence of  weapons of  mass destruction 
in Iraq undermined Republican Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s rationale for the  
2003 invasion.

It hasn’t been an easy evolution for 
those such as Democratic presidential 
candidate Hillary Rodham Clinton, who 
voted for the war in 2002 while serving 
in Congress. That vote, and her refusal 
to fully disavow it, cost her during her 
2008 primary loss to Barack Obama, who 
wasn’t in the Senate in 2002 but had op-
posed the war.

In her memoir last year, Clinton wrote 
that she had voted based on the informa-

CHARLES DHARAPAK / Associated Press, 2007

Many politicians have reached a consensus about 
the Iraq War: George W. Bush was wrong to invade.
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Rob Scates,  
the water and  
wastewater 
superintendent 
for the City of 
Healdsburg, says 
tertiary ponds  
are being filled 
with reclaimed  
water to help  
agricultural 
interests irrigate 
during the hot 
summer months. 

KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

9 bikers 
killed  

in Texas 
shootout

HOUSTON — A shootout 
among members of  several ri-
val motorcycle gangs in a busy 
shopping plaza in the Central 
Texas city of  Waco on Sunday 
left at least nine bikers dead 
and 18 others injured, creating 
chaos in a sprawling parking 
lot packed with afternoon shop-
pers, law enforcement officials 
said.

The gunfire erupted about 
12:15 p.m. outside a Twin Peaks 
Restaurant, where members of  
the motorcycle clubs had gath-
ered. The fight spilled into the 
parking lot, initially involving 
just fists and feet, but escalating 
quickly to chains, knives, clubs 
and firearms. Waco police offi-
cers were already at the scene 
when the confrontation unfold-
ed because they had anticipated 
problems as hundreds of  bikers 
from at least five groups gath-
ered at the shopping plaza.

“There were multiple people 
on the scene firing weapons at 
each other,” Sgt. Patrick Swan-
ton, a Waco Police Department 
spokesman, said at a news con-
ference. “They then turned on 
our officers. Our officers re-
turned gunfire, wounding and 
possibly killing several.”

Law enforcement officials said 
the shootout was the worst vio-
lence in Waco since the siege on 
the Branch Davidian compound 
in 1993 that left 86 people dead. 
On Sunday, eight members of  
motorcycle clubs were killed at 
the scene and another died at 
a hospital, Swanton said. The 
injured were taken to hospitals 
with gunshot and stab wounds.

No officers, shoppers or by-

18 injured as gangs fight in 
busy Waco shopping center; 

police fire shots in melee
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