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LOOKING WELL RESTED:  
Study finds just 2 nights of 
restless sleep can change 
how you look, make others 
less interested in you / B1

INSIDE

123RD ROSE PARADE » Floats, 
marchers set to take new route 
through downtown SR.  A3

DOWN ON THE DUBS » Disdain 
grows after Game 2 but is it 
justified, asks C.W. Nevius.  C1

CLIMBER’S SUCCESS » Calder’s 
new book offers insights on 
his life and Yosemite feat.  D1

Apol Lansang was driving south 
Saturday on Highway 101, en route 
to the weekly Bible study hosted by 

her aunt in Sonoma, when out of  the cor-
ner of  her eye, Lansang saw an oncoming 
SUV veer into her lane. 

It was about 8 a.m. and sunny, and the 
25-year-old deeply spiritual nurse was 
enjoying her trip — listening to music and 
driving at the speed limit on the curving, 
four-lane highway through the hills just 
north of  Cloverdale. 

“I remember I was listening to a song, 
and the next thing I knew I saw an SUV 
driving toward my lane,” she said. “I ques-
tioned myself, ‘Does he know what he’s 
doing? Why is he in front of  me, driving in 
my lane?’ I’m thinking, ‘Am I in the wrong 
lane?’” 

In that moment, with Rachel Platten’s 
“Stand by You” streaming through her 
speakers, she considered her options: turn 
right toward the edge of  the roadway and 
face a steep drop, or turn left into oncom-
ing traffic. 

She chose left, closed her eyes, and the 
two collided. 

“I hoped that when I opened my eyes, it 
would be just a dream,” she said. “In that 
moment, all I’m thinking is, ‘God, please 
save me. I don’t know what’s going to hap-
pen. I hope that when I wake up from this 
nightmare, I’m saved.’” 

The force of  the crash tore her white 

Chevrolet Impala down the middle. 
The passenger half  of  Lansang’s car 

flew onto the hillside in front of  her. The 
Toyota Sequoia that crashed into her was 
sent spinning, ejecting driver Kevin Fenty, 
who landed on the pavement a short way 
away from the front of  his SUV. 

Feds appoint special counsel
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“I hoped that when I opened my eyes, it would be just a dream,” says Apol Lansang, a 25-year-old nurse who is recuperating after she was involved 
in a vehicle wreck Saturday north of Cloverdale. “In that moment, all I’m thinking is, ‘God, please save me.’ ” 

‘Amazing things happen’
SURVIVOR’S STORY » Police say seat belt saved woman in collision 
that sheared her car in half — she credits her faith in higher power Homes 

for $1M
leading
sellers

Sonoma County’s housing 
market continues to sputter 
amid lower sales, but one cate-
gory of  homes remains a strik-
ing exception: those fetching 
prices of  $1 million or more.

The number of  single-family 
homes selling for $1 million or 
more has increased 45 percent 
during the first four months of  
the year, according to The Press 
Democrat’s monthly housing 
report, compiled by Pacific 
Union International senior vice 
president Rick Laws. Over the 
same period, homes selling for 
$999,999 or less declined 13 per-
cent.

The increased sales at the 
upper end of  the market aren’t 
a one-year fluke. A review of  
available data reveals that sales 
in the million-plus segment have 
tripled in the past five years, 
even as they plunged 35 percent 
in the rest of  the market.

Sales are increasing in the 
upper end of  the market in part 
because rising home values 
have pushed many properties ONLINE

See a video of  
the aftermath of 
the harrowing 
Highway 101 
accident at press-
democrat.com

An emergency 
crew tends to 
the wreck  
Saturday 
that involved 
Lansang and 
another driver 
Highway 101 
near Cloverdale. RANDY YAP

WASHINGTON — The Jus-
tice Department appointed Rob-
ert Mueller III, a former FBI 
director, as special counsel on 
Wednesday to oversee the inves-
tigation into ties between Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s campaign 
and Russian officials, dramati-

cally raising the legal and polit-
ical stakes in an affair that has 
threatened to engulf  Trump’s 
118-day-old presidency.

The decision, by the deputy 
attorney general, Rod Rosen-
stein, came after a cascade of  
damaging developments for 
Trump in recent days, includ-
ing his abrupt dismissal of  the 
FBI director, James Comey, and 
the subsequent disclosure that 
Trump asked Comey to drop the 
investigation of  his former na-
tional security adviser, Michael  
Flynn.

Rosenstein, who wrote a memo 

that the White House initially cit-
ed as the rationale for Comey’s 
dismissal, had been under esca-
lating pressure from Democrats, 
and even some Republicans, to 
appoint a special counsel. By 
appointing Mueller, a former 
federal prosecutor with an un-
blemished reputation who once 
stood up to President George 
W. Bush on the legality of  his 
domestic wiretapping program, 
Rosenstein could alleviate ques-
tions about the government’s 
capacity to investigate the swirl 

Former FBI chief to run 
investigation into Trump 
campaign, Russian ties 
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Affluent retirees and
second-home buyers 
drive market’s high end
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 ■House Majority 

leader Kevin 
McCarthy says 
2016 quip that 
‘Putin pays’  
Donald Trump 
was a joke / B1

 ■Disclosures 
show Michael 
Flynn warned  
the Trump team 
weeks before in-
auguration about 
federal probe / B4
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Robert Mueller III has been chosen to serve as  
special counsel to oversee the investigation into 
Russian meddling in the 2016 election.


