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AGAINST ME! RETURNS: The iconic band is 
back for another show in Petaluma — this 
time, with a new album at Mystic Theatre / D1
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‘NEVER BEEN 
DONE BEFORE’ »  
Maria Carrillo 
track teams 
aiming high for 
NCS Redwood 
meet.   C1

NEW MEANING  
TO STREET ART »  
Artists add a 
dash of floral 
flair to pair of 
crosswalks in 
Santa Rosa.   A3

New drug offers hope to millions with severe migraines

The first medicine designed to prevent mi-
graines was approved by the Food and Drug 
Administration on Thursday, ushering in what 
many experts believe will be a new era in treat-
ment for people who suffer the most severe form 
of  the headaches.

The drug, Aimovig, made by Amgen and Novar-
tis, is a monthly injection with a device similar to 
an insulin pen. The list price will be $6,900 a year, 
and Amgen said the drug will be available to pa-
tients within a week.

Aimovig blocks a protein fragment, CGRP, that 
instigates and perpetuates migraines. Three oth-
er companies — Lilly, Teva and Alder — have 

similar medicines in the final stages of  study or 
awaiting FDA approval.

“The drugs will have a huge impact,” said Dr. 
Amaal Starling, a neurologist and migraine spe-
cialist at the Mayo Clinic in Phoenix. “This is real-
ly an amazing time for my patient population and 
for general neurologists treating patients with 
migraine.”

Millions of  people experience severe migraines 
so often that they are disabled and in despair. 
These drugs do not prevent all migraine attacks, 
but can make them less severe and can reduce 
their frequency by 50 percent or more.

As a recent editorial in the journal JAMA put it, 
they are “progress, but not a panacea.”

Robin  
Overlock, of 
Danbury, New 
Hampshire, 
experienced 
frequent, 
debilitating 
migraines that 
would last 
days, but after 
participating 
in a clinical 
trial for a new 
drug, she says 
she now has 
only occasional 
headaches.CHERYL SENTER / NEW YORK TIMES

By GINA KOLATA
NEW YORK TIMES
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Surprise in housing market
Cloverdale, the Russian River 

and the Sonoma Coast — three 
areas unscathed by October’s 
devastating wildfires — togeth-
er saw a jump in home purchas-
es this year that nearly equals 

all sales in 2018 for Sonoma 
County’s residential real estate 
market.

The three regions each saw 
home sales increase by 40 per-
cent or more in 2018 compared 
to a year earlier, according to 
The Press Democrat’s monthly 
housing report compiled by Pa-

cific Union International senior 
vice president Rick Laws. Prop-
erty owners in those communi-
ties together sold 59 more homes 
during the first four months of  
the year than in the same period 
of  2017.

In comparison, sales for the 
entire county grew by 61 homes 
during that period, an increase 
of  5 percent from a year earlier.

Several reasons are given 
for the increased sales in those 

areas. Some buyers may be 
looking farther afield after last 
fall’s deadly wildfires, which 
destroyed nearly 5,300 homes in 
and around Santa Rosa and the 
Sonoma Valley. Some owners 
apparently decided that record 
prices make for a good time to 
sell, even if  it means leaving the 
county. And out-of-area buyers 
continue to seek second homes 

HOME SALES » Cloverdale, Russian River, Sonoma 
Coast see jump of 40 percent compared to last year 
By ROBERT DIGITALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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NEW REGIONAL JUMPS
Three regions saw home sales 
increase by 40 percent or more in 
2018 compared to a year earlier.

 ■ Cloverdale
 ■ Russian River 
 ■ Coast region

The jump in home purchases for 
these areas together nearly equals 
all the sales for Sonoma County’s  
residential real estate market. 

‘Big Pave’ well underway

ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

The DeSilva Gates Construction crew on an immense asphalt paver, left, applies base layers of material on the leftmost lane of southbound High-
way 101 on Wednesday as a vibration roller and other support personnel follow behind, near Geyserville.

Road crews are back at work repaving a 
bone-shaking stretch of  Highway 101, one 
of  the largest infrastructure projects in 

northern Sonoma County in 50 years.
The project, dubbed “the Big Pave” and ex-

pected to cost more than $155 million, will even-
tually smooth out a notoriously jarring 24-mile 
leg of  the highway from Windsor to Cloverdale.

“I can remember traveling to Santa Rosa with 
my grandma and her complaining about how 
bumpy Highway 101 was,” said state Sen. Mike 
McGuire, D-Healdsburg. “Three generations of  

Sonoma County residents have had to endure 
teeth-rattling, shock-destroying conditions. 
The Big Pave is finally bringing much-needed 
relief.”

Work on the $74 million initial segment, 
encompassing 14 miles of  roadway in both di-
rections from Windsor to Geyserville, resumed 
last week after an eight-month suspension over 
the winter. Crews have begun repaving the 
highway’s southbound lanes from Geyserville 
to Healdsburg.

Commuters are still in for a jolt driving on 
Highway 101, despite work last year on the 

TRANSPORTATION » HIGHWAY 101

Initial leg of $74 million project from Windsor to Geyserville is on track
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“Generations of 
Sonoma County 
residents have 
had to endure 
teeth-rattling, 
shock-destroying 
conditions.”
SEN. MIKE MCGUIRE, 
D-Healdsburg

Gina Haspel

Haspel 
to take 
helm at 
the CIA

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
voted Thursday to confirm Gina 
Haspel as the next CIA director 
after several Democrats were 
persuaded to support her despite 
lingering concerns about the role 
she played in the brutal interro-
gation of  suspected terrorists 
captured after 9/11.

Lawmakers approved Haspel’s 
nomination 54 to 45, with six Dem-
ocrats voting yes and two Repub-
licans voting no, after the agency 
launched an 
unprecedented 
public relations 
campaign to 
bolster Haspel’s 
chances. She 
appears to 
have been helped, too, by some 
last-minute arm-twisting by for-
mer CIA directors John Brennan 
and Leon Panetta, who contacted 
at least five of  the six Democrats 
to endorse her bid to join Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s Cabinet, 
according to people with knowl-
edge of  the interactions.

Trump had wavered in his 
support for Haspel, at times ex-
pressing doubt in private meet-
ings about whether she had the 
support to win confirmation, 

Confirmation comes 
despite director’s role in 
interrogation program
BY SHANE HARRIS  
AND KAROUN DEMIRJIAN
WASHINGTON POST
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INSIDE
A world of 
complex threats 
awaits Haspel as 
CIA director / A10


