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President lifts metal tariffs

WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump agreed on Friday to lift 
tariffs on metal imports from Mexico 
and Canada, removing a major irri-
tant for two important allies that in 
exchange agreed to stop punishing 
American farmers with their own 

taxes on pork, cheese and milk.
At the same time, Trump post-

poned a decision on whether to im-
pose tariffs on automobiles import-
ed from Europe, Japan and other 
countries for six months, setting a 
tight deadline for the United States 
to reach trade deals that have so far 
proved elusive.

Together, the actions remove the 
threat of  an all-encompassing glob-
al trade war and allow Trump to 
focus on pushing China to agree to 
the United States’ trade terms, as 
well as pressuring Europe and Ja-

pan to reach a trade deal before the 
2020 election. His trade war has hurt 
many of  the farmers who make up 
his political base, and he is eager to 
make good on a 2016 campaign prom-
ise to rewrite trade deals in Ameri-
ca’s favor.

“I’m pleased to announce we’ve 
just reached agreement with Cana-
da and Mexico. We’ll be selling our 
product into those countries without 
the imposition of  tariffs,” Trump said 
Friday.

The U.S. trade representative said 
in a statement that the metal tariffs 

would be removed and both Mexico 
and Canada “had agreed on the re-
moval of  all retaliatory tariffs im-
posed on American goods by those 
countries.”

The easing of  trade tensions in 
North America could give Trump 
more leeway as he pursues an am-
bitious trade fight with China, 
which has imposed tariffs on Amer-
ican products in retaliation for the 
president’s levies on $250 billion 
worth of  Chinese goods. Trump on  

Move removes obstacle 
to Canada, Mexico deals; 
surcharges on cars delayed 
By ANA SWANSON
NEW YORK TIMES
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Honza Ripa poses Friday for a portrait along the Santa Rosa Creek Trail, where he frequently goes to enjoy nature and get away from city life. 

Mastering challenges

Santa Rosa man earning SSU business degree 10 years after paralysis

Honza Ripa will be among the  
1,900 cap- and gown-wearing stu-
dents receiving their degrees this 

weekend as part of  Sonoma State Univer-
sity’s largest class in history.

But his stage presence will be noticeable 
as the 28-year-old Santa Rosa resident gets 
a handshake and diploma for a master’s 
degree in business administration — the 
key, he hopes, to a career in finance.

No one in the audience will see that Ripa 
stands 6-foot-4 or guess he was a golf  star 
at Healdsburg High School 10 years ago, 

smashing balls down the middle of  the 
fairways at the foot of  Fitch Mountain.

On June 13, it will be a decade to the day 
that Ripa, during a party with friends on a 
Russian River beach, dove into the green 
water and fractured two vertebrae in his 
neck, leaving him mostly paralyzed from 
the neck down.

He will roll onto the graduation stage 
in a motorized wheelchair that has been 
Ripa’s sole source of  personal locomotion 
ever since.

He rents a room at a house in west Santa 
Rosa and depends on caregivers for getting 
him in and out of  bed, washing, dressing 
and feeding him and driving him around 

in a minivan modified for wheelchair 
access.

Ripa has just enough use of  his right 
hand to operate his wheelchair, computer 
and phone.

But on a scale of  1-10, Ripa said, he rates 
his satisfaction with life at 8. 

“I’m good now,” he said. “Much better 
now that school’s over with.”

Life’s had bumps since his three-month 
rehabilitation from the spinal injury, with 
bouts of  depression and recurring kidney 
and urinary tract problems resulting from 
the physical limits imposed by paralysis.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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New 
red line 
echoes 
the past

WASHINGTON — Pressed 
this week to define President 
Donald Trump’s goals in esca-
lating military and economic 
pressure on Iran, one of  his 
top foreign policy aides ticked 
through a familiar list: End the 
country’s support for terrorism, 
stop its mis-
sile launch-
es and then, 
most import-
ant, keep 
Iran more 
than a year away from the capa-
bility to build a nuclear weapon.

The United States would in-
sist on “zero enrichment for 
Iran,” Brian Hook, the State 
Department’s special envoy for 
Iran, told a small group of  re-
porters. That would assure Teh-
ran could produce no new nu-
clear material, and thus never 
get closer to building a weapon 
than it is now.

It was a telling moment in a 
strange, circular week of  mu-
tual threats and missed signals 

Trump’s Iran wish list 
shares many goals of 
scrapped Obama deal
By DAVID E. SANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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ANALYSIS

How Healdsburg vintner  
bottled taste of ‘Thrones’

With all that wine consumed in the 
Seven Kingdoms the past eight 
seasons — whether sipped or 

sloppily guzzled — North Coast superfans 
of  the HBO smash hit Game of Thrones 
might wonder what type of  wine char-
acters Tyrion Lannister or Lady Olenna 
might drink. 

What wine appellations might be found 
in Westeros and Essos? How does the 
wine palate of  a King’s Landing nobleman 
differ from that of  Sansa Stark, the Lady 
of Winterfell?

Healdsburg winemaker Bob Cabral 

spent a lot of  time pondering such  
questions, after HBO asked him to craft 
the official wines of  the epic fantasy saga, 
a pop culture phenomenon that’s become 
the most watched series in the network’s 
history.

On the eve of  the climactic finale 
Sunday night, Cabral recalled with a bit 
of  giddiness — he is himself  a big fan of  
the adaptation of  the best-selling book 
series — how he overlaid California and 
Oregon grape-growing regions onto fic-
tional growing territories that are home to 
flesh-eating wights, murderous clans and 
fire-breathing dragons. Cabral partnered  KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Healdsburg winemaker Bob Cabral was chosen to 
craft the official Game of Thrones wine. 

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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