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County aims to identify seniors’ needs

Sonoma County officials are 
launching a major health policy ini-
tiative aimed at addressing the most 
pressing needs of  the area’s bal-
looning senior population, includ-
ing social isolation, healthy living, 
affordable housing, transportation 

and poverty.
The initiative, called Aging To-

gether Sonoma County, is a response 
to the rapid population growth of  
those 60 and older, driven largely 
by aging baby boomers. That group, 
currently 20 percent, will become a 
quarter of  the county’s total popula-
tion by 2030.

That number is cause for concern, 
given that 41 percent of  Sonoma 
County residents 60 or older live in 
poverty, said Supervisor Shirlee 
Zane, a key local official spearhead-
ing the initiative.

Zane said the goal is to forge “a 

long-term vision” of  how the local 
community is going to age, one that 
not only creates supportive pro-
grams but also transforms the way 
seniors are viewed and valued.

“We want to really be a leader in 
the country on this,” Zane said.

The Aging Together initiative will 
officially launch Wednesday with an 
event in the Green Music Center’s 
Schroeder Hall at Sonoma State Uni-
versity.

The kickoff will focus on the first 
of  seven goals in the initiative: cre-
ating greater opportunities for se-
niors to avoid the isolation that often 

plagues elderly people in the United 
States. Proposals include bolstering 
volunteer and other civic engage-
ment opportunities for seniors.

One possibility, Zane said, is bridg-
ing both the age and cultural gap 
between the county’s aging white 
population and its younger Latino 
sector. That could involve mentoring 
programs that benefit young Latino 
students, she said.

The overall initiative is the prod-
uct of  a partnership assembled by 
the county Department of  Health 
Services in 2014 called the Sonoma 

Health policy initiative launched 
to address common difficulties 

including isolation, poverty

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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Limiting 
military-
style gear 
for police

CAMDEN, N.J. — President 
Barack Obama on Monday 
banned the federal provision 
of  some types of  military-style 
equipment to local police de-
partments and sharply restrict-
ed the availability of  others.

The ban is part of  Obama’s 
push to ease tensions between 
law enforce-
ment and mi-
nority com-
munities in 
reaction to the 
crises in Bal-
timore; Fergu-
son, Mo.; and 
other cities.

He took the 
action after a 
task force he 
created in Janu-
ary decided that 
police depart-
ments should 
be barred from 
using federal 
funds to ac-
quire items that 
include tracked armored vehi-
cles, the highest-caliber firearms 
and ammunition, and camou-
flage uniforms. The ban is part 
of a series of steps the president 
has made to try to build trust be-
tween law enforcement organi-
zations and the citizens they are 
charged with protecting.

Obama promoted the effort 
Monday during a visit to Cam-
den, N.J. The city, racked by 
poverty and crime, has become 
a national model for better re-
lations between the police and 
citizens after replacing its belea-
guered police force with a coun-

In push to ease tensions, 
Obama says feds won’t 

provide certain equipment

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS
NEW YORK TIMES
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Travis Guillory, left, and Jesse Marquez, both Santa Rosa Recreation and Parks workers, dig to find the end of an irrigation line Monday 
at Hidden Valley Park in Santa Rosa. The park pathway is being remade to meet Americans with Disabilities Act standards.

Removing barriers
Santa Rosa has spent 5 years, more than $6 million on effort  

to bring city facilities into Americans with Disabilities Act compliance

Santa Rosa has been working hard to 
bring its city-owned facilities into 
compliance with the Americans with 

Disabilities Act, installing wheelchair-ac-
cessible ramps at curbs, lower drinking 
fountains and picnic tables in parks, and 
wider stalls in bathrooms throughout the 
city.

But after five years of  work and more 
than $6 million spent to date, the city still 
has a way to go before it will be able to say 
that all city properties are fully accessible.

Next month marks the end of  the five-

year agreement the city struck with the 
Department of  Justice after a federal audit 
documented more than 100 violations of  
the landmark ADA law, which was passed 
in 1990 with the goal of  removing barriers 
to the disabled accessing public services 
and buildings. 

In the 2010 settlement between the 
city and federal officials, the city agreed, 
despite its deep budget woes, to spend an 
estimated $2.5 million on the items iden-
tified by the DOJ and to conduct a more 
thorough assessment of  upgrades needed 
across the city. 

Over the course of  that five-year period, 
TURN TO COMPLIANCE, PAGE A7

By KEVIN McCALLUM
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

WORKING TOWARD ACCESS
Though it has a way to go, the city of Santa 
Rosa has undertaken more than 1,500 ADA 
compliance projects in the past five years:

  Number 
Department  of projects      Cost                     

Recreation  
and Parks   1,347       $5,002,000
Transportation  
and Public Works  69       $919,000
Parking   88       $93,000

Total:   1,504       $6,014,000

Death-defying sport was ‘routine’ for pair

SAN FRANCISCO — Two wingsuit 
fliers who leaped from a cliff in Yo-
semite National Park were trying to 
zoom through a notch in a ridgeline 
and were airborne for about 15 sec-
onds when they slammed into a rocky 
outcropping and were killed, a friend 
said Monday.

Dean Potter, 43, and Graham Hunt, 
29, were experienced at flying in wing-
suits — the most extreme form of  
BASE jumping, a sport so dangerous 
enthusiasts keep lists of  the dead.

On Saturday, wearing the “flying 
squirrel” outfits that have fabric 
stitched between the arms and body 
and between the legs to keep them 
aloft, Potter and Hunt leaped off Taft 
Point, 3,500 feet above the valley floor. 
They would have been traveling at 
speeds close to 100 mph as they aimed 
for the narrow gap in the ridge.

Their bodies were found in a notch 
they had already flown through about a 
dozen times, professional climber Alex 
Honnold said. No one knows exactly 
what went wrong. A gust of wind or a 
slight miscalculation could have sent 
them off course, hurtling into rock.

“What they were doing is pretty 
routine” for them, Honnold said. “Not 

like a once-in-a-life-
time performance.”

BASE jumping — 
renegade parachut-
ing off buildings, an-
tennas, spans (such 
as bridges) and Earth 

(in this case, the cliffs over Yosemite 
Valley) — is illegal in national parks. 
Doing it in a wingsuit is even more 
dangerous, particularly the form Pot-
ter practiced, gliding frighteningly 
close to cliffs and trees before deploy-

Tomas Ovalle, 2010

Extreme athlete Dean Potter stands in front of 
El Capitan in Yosemite. Potter and his climbing 
partner, Graham Hunt, died at the park Saturday.TURN TO SPORT, PAGE A7
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