
FRIDAY, MAY 19, 2017 • SANTA ROSA, CALIFORNIA • PRESSDEMOCRAT.COM

SANTA ROSA
High 86, Low 49
THE WEATHER, C8

Business B10
Classified A14
Comics B8

Crossword B7
Editorial A12
Legals C5

Lotto A2
Movies D22
Nation-World B1

Obituaries B3
Sports C1
TV B9

A GRUNGE LEGEND DIES: Chris Cornell,  
52-year-old frontman of Soundgarden and 
Audioslave, hangs self in Detroit / B1
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ALBION » Fate of one-room 
schoolhouse up in the air  
as enrollment dwindles.   A3

TRACK DEBATE » High school 
runners disqualified after 
holding hands at race’s end.   C1

SONOMA GO » WHAT’S COMING THIS SUMMER IN ARTS AND EVENTS   D1

Windsor 
considers 
pathway 
options

Windsor is a town divided, at 
least when it comes to trying to 
cross Highway 101 in the center 
of  the community.

To help overcome a signifi-
cant barrier for cyclists and pe-
destrians, Windsor officials are 
looking at building a  bridge for 
them over Highway 101, or bur-
rowing under it, to better con-
nect the two sides of  town.

The cost isn’t cheap — an es-
timated $8 million to $10 million 
for an overcrossing and any-
where from $7.5 million to $16 
million for a tunnel under the 
four-lane freeway.

But town officials say there 
are potential federal and state 
grants available to pay for at 
least one of  the options.

“Our consultant has been 
pretty positive it’s the type of  
project that could get funded,” 
Windsor Mayor Debora Fudge 
said Tuesday.

“These are big dollars for the 
town,” acknowledged Stuart 
Hayre, Windsor’s deputy direc-
tor of  engineering, thought he 
notes that projects with a bike 
and pedestrian component do 
better when it comes to compet-
ing for transportation funding.

The town for a couple of  years 
has been looking at how to im-
prove connectivity between 
east and west Windsor with the 
help of  a $250,000 contract that 
was awarded to consultants 
Steven Grover & Associates. 
The options will be presented at  
10 a.m. Saturday at a public 

Input sought on plans  
for pedestrian, bike route  
to connect community

By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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HIGHWAY 101

It started with what seemed like the flu last 
Valentine’s Day, with 9-year-old Luccia Montiel 
throwing up on the way home from school.

She got better, but a few days later she was 
struck again with flu-like symptoms — a nasty 
head cold, bad cough, her calves hurt and she 
couldn’t walk. When that was over, she had her 
first manic episode, unable to stop laughing and 
crying.

In the coming days, the normally active and 
bright girl grew more tired. She broke out in hives, 
complained of  neck pain and stiffness, spinal 

pain. A nurse practitioner tested for mono and the 
Epstein-Barr virus, and ruled out meningitis after 
a physical exam. 

By March 7, she could barely walk, started 
crawling and complained of  electric shocks up and 
down her back. A general practitioner gave her 
a thyroid test and the Western blot test for Lyme 
disease. The Lyme test came up negative — by 
western medicine standards — but Luccia contin-
ued to have symptoms associated with Lyme.

Luccia’s mother and grandmother would even-
tually reach beyond the world of  conventional 
western medicine and seek the help of  an osteo-

JOHN BURGESS / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Luccia Montiel, 9, uses a wheelchair to move around her Sonoma Coast home since being diagnosed with Lyme disease.

Living with Lyme disease 

Frustrated  
families often 
paying out  
of pocket  
on murky,  
difficult path 
to diagnosis

By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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“Huge amounts of people, specifically children, fall through  
the cracks and are misdiagnosed or undiagnosed.”
TAMARA ZABLOCKI, grandmother of 9-year-old Luccia Montiel, who has been diagnosed with Lyme disease

Ailes, ousted Fox News CEO, dies

Roger Ailes, who mastered the art 
of  selling political candidates like Hol-
lywood celebrities and was the archi-
tect of  conservative-oriented TV news, 
died Thursday at age 77. He was the 
longtime chairman and chief  execu-

tive of  the Fox News Channel, building 
it over two decades into a politically 
influential juggernaut until his abrupt 
ouster last year amid sexual harass-
ment allegations.

He was a hemophiliac and died of  
complications from a head injury suf-
fered in an accidental fall, according to 
the medical examiner in Palm Beach 
County, Florida.

At Fox News, Ailes presided over a 
cable outlet that combined television 
news from a conservative perspective 
with the rabble-rousing rhetoric of  

right-wing talk radio to produce a sin-
gularly influential media machine. He 
was a skilled showman, a savvy polit-
ical operator and a proudly plebeian 
counterpoint to the East Coast elite 
that he believed dominated the news 
business.

To Democrats and liberals, he was 
a manipulator of  the news, a pup-
pet master who used his network 
to turn minor stories into blazing 
scandals, ostensibly in service of  his  

BY MARC FISHER
WASHINGTON POST
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Credited with crafting  
conservative tone, he had 
left amid harassment claims

ANGEL FRANCO / NEW YORK TIMES

Roger Ailes, the co-founder of Fox News, shown 
during a 2002 broadcast from the network’s studios 
in New York. Ailes died Thursday at age 77.

Trump: Inquiry a ‘witch hunt’

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump declared angrily on 
Thursday that he was the victim of  
a witch hunt, and all but contradict-
ed his deputy attorney general on 
the firing of  the FBI director, in an 
extensive denial of  any collusion be-

tween his campaign 
and Russia.

Trump used 
a chaotic White 
House news con-
ference with Co-
lombia’s leader to 
directly confront a 
weeklong barrage 
of  criticism and 
questions in a polit-

ical storm that he said was dividing 
the nation. He also conspicuously 
distanced himself  from aides like his 
former national security adviser, Mi-

chael Flynn, in repeating his claim 
that Moscow and its agents had not 
secretly assisted his campaign.

“I respect the move,” Trump said 
of  the Justice Department’s decision 
on Wednesday to appoint a special 
counsel to investigate the matter. 
“But the entire thing has been a 
witch hunt.”

“And there is no collusion be-
tween, certainly, myself  and my 
campaign — but I can always speak 
for myself  — and the Russians,” he 
said. “Zero.”

Trump made his comments while 

standing alongside Colombia's presi-
dent, Juan Manuel Santos. As he dug 
in his heels, Trump further muddied 
his explanation of  why he dismissed 
the FBI director, James Comey — 
and in doing so, offered a different 
version of  events from one given to 
senators just hours earlier by the 
deputy attorney general, Rod Rosen-
stein.

In that meeting, Rosenstein out-
lined his decision to appoint Robert 
Mueller III, a former FBI director, 

President denies collusion 
with Russia in conference 
with Colombian leader
By MARK LANDLER
NEW YORK TIMES
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INSIDE
 ■ President 

Trump flies to 
Saudi Arabia  
today for initial 
stop on first 
overseas  
trip since  
taking office / B1

 ■Democrats 
address outrage, 
but try to quell 
calls to impeach 
Trump / B4

Donald 
Trump


