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Trump: Comey ‘a real nut job’
White House not disputing
new report casting scrutiny
on aide in FBI investigation
By NOAH BIERMAN
AND LISA MASCARO
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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WASHINGTON — President Donald Trump told a pair of Russian envoys that his abrupt decision to fire
FBI Director James Comey — whom
he described as “crazy, a real nut
job” — had relieved “great pressure”

on him because of the Russia investigation, according to a published
report.
Adding to Trump’s cascading legal
and political woes, the FBI investigation reached directly into the White
House for the first time Friday with
a separate report that an unnamed
Trump aide is under federal scrutiny as a person of significant interest.
The White House did not dispute
either account, which created a new
furor just as Trump was taking off
from Andrews Air Force Base on his
first official trip overseas, a nine-day

now appears in his direct orbit.
The investigation, which began in
July, clearly is accelerating. A federal grand jury in Virginia has issued
subpoenas and the FBI is conducting interviews. On Wednesday, the
Justice Department formally handed off the investigation to a special
counsel, former FBI Director Robert
S. Mueller III, to ensure its independence from White House pressure.
Comey agreed Friday to testify
in public to the Senate Intelligence

visit to five countries in the Middle
East and Europe.
Until now, the FBI probe was only
known to be focused on whether
members of Trump’s campaign or
other associates had colluded with
Russian intelligence to interfere
with the 2016 presidential race.
The designation of a person of interest does not signal that criminal
charges are imminent, or even likely,
for one of Trump’s aides. But it does
suggest the inquiry has moved into a
new phase, one potentially far more
damaging for the president since it
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TAHOE PLANE CRASH

SMART’S TIMETABLE » Officials say schedule for rail service tailored
to lure drivers from cars, but some expectant riders say it falls short

Commuter quandary
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Bodies
of SR
couple
found
Single-engine plane
went missing April 17
in Sierra Nevada
By MARTIN ESPINOZA
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Creighton Fung, 58, right, and his 22-year-old son, Michael, carpool from their home in Petaluma to work in San Rafael and had been hoping the
SMART train service would offer a way to leave their car behind. They say, however, the schedule does not meet their needs for a daily commute.
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

W

ill Mast’s office in Novato is so
close to a Sonoma-Marin Area
Rail Transit station that he can
hear bells ringing on the trains as they
stop and go during test runs.
The sound was a promising one for
Mast, an environmental engineer who
lives in Petaluma, portending relief from
his brutal weekday commute on Highway 101. But now the bells taunt him.
The schedule for passenger service
that SMART released this week doesn’t
have commute-time intervals that will
mesh well with his 8-to-5 job. He’d have
to catch the 6:55 a.m. train in downtown

Petaluma, which would put him at the
San Marin station in Novato an hour
early; the next southbound train at the
Petaluma station doesn’t arrive until
8:25 a.m. In the evening, he’d either have
to leave work early to make the 5:19 p.m.
train or wait for the next one, at 6:49 p.m.,
which would get him home after 7.
“I’m disappointed,” Mast said at his
office on Friday, two days after SMART
released its planned schedule. “I have
been going under the impression, as I believe have many, that this was intended to
be a solution for commuters. And I think
that SMART is failing in that obligation.”
SMART, which is expected to launch

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2015

A SMART train rolls through the Novato Narrows.
The train service is expected to launch next month.
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The bodies of Brenda and
Mark Richard, the Santa Rosa
couple whose single-engine airplane went missing last month
in the Sierra Nevada, have been
found, Sierra County sheriff’s
officials said Friday.
Sheriff Tim Standley said a
recreational snowmobiler found
a piece of the plane’s tail in the
snow on Tuesday. Authorities
confirmed the discovery early
Wednesday and on Thursday
found the bodies in the separated cockpit buried in 6 to 7 feet of
snow.
Officials said the couple’s
family has been notified of the
discovery, in a remote area
east of Yuba Pass in Sierra
County.
“Our hearts go out to the Richards, to their friends who have
called for information, to the family that have called in,” Standley
said. “It’s a great tragedy.”
Undersheriff Robert Yegge
said an autopsy to determine
cause of death is underway.
The couple flew out of Truckee Tahoe Airport on April 17
headed for Petaluma. At the
time of their takeoff around

adding quiet zones, which will cover 14 rail crossings / A3
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Confederate monuments coming down
By JANET MCCONNAUGHEY
AND REBECCA SANTANA
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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Workers take down the statue of former Confederate
general Robert E. Lee on Friday in New Orleans.
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NEW ORLEANS — They were
among the city’s oldest landmarks,
as cemented to the landscape of
New Orleans as the Superdome and
St. Louis Cathedral: a stone obelisk
heralding white supremacy and three
statues of Confederate stalwarts.
But after decades standing sentinel
over this Southern city, the Confederate monuments are gone, amid a con-
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troversy that at times hearkened back
to the divisiveness of the Civil War
they commemorated.
The last of the monuments — a statue of Gen. Robert E. Lee facing defiantly north with his arms crossed —
was lifted by a crane from its pedestal
late Friday. As air was seen between
Lee’s statue and the pedestal below
it, a cheer went out from the crowd
who recorded the history with their
phones and shook hands with each
other in congratulations. Many in the
crowd had waited since morning.

PHIL BARBER: After injury for Spurs’ Leonard,
San Antonio fans may not know who to boo
in Game 3 with series-leading Warriors / C1

“I never thought I would see this day!”
shouted Melanie Morel-Ensminger
with joy. Lee’s was the last of four
monuments to Confederate-era figures
to be removed under a 2015 City Council
vote on a proposal by Mayor Mitch
Landrieu. It caps a nearly two-year
process that has been railed against by
those who feel the monuments are a
part of Southern heritage and honor the
dead. But removal of the monuments
has drawn praise from those who saw
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