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Nancy Gans is a 1992 graduate of Ridgway High School, and her son Max Gans, 18, is a 2019 Ridgway graduate. The small campus in Santa Rosa 
celebrated its 50th anniversary Sunday. “It was good coming here because it’s a different support system,” Max Gans said.

Ridgway High turns 50
Since its founding in the 1960s, the small campus in Santa Rosa  
has been an alternative and a supportive haven for struggling students   

When Max Gans com-
pleted his coursework 
at Ridgway High 

School on Wednesday, there 
was plenty to look forward to, 
including his own personalized 
graduation announcement 
written by his student advis-
er — a unique tradition at the 
continuation school.

Over the school’s PA system, 
his adviser briefly spoke about 
Gans’ drive to succeed after 
time spent in juvenile hall, his 
interest in fashion and his mo-
tivation to keep a part-time job 
at a Chinese restaurant while 
completing school. He also 

joked that Gans would need to 
bring pork fried rice and chow 
mein to teachers if  he wanted to 
graduate. 

“It’s very meaningful. All of  
them are very different,” Gans, 
18, said of  the announcements.

Understanding teens’ lives 
outside of  the classroom and 
fostering close relationships 
between teachers and students 
are part of  what makes the 
alternative school a memorable 
place for alumni. 

About 75 to 100 alumni and 
former teachers gathered Sun-
day afternoon in the campus’s 
multipurpose room to remi-
nisce on relationships forged 
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Former Ridgway High School science teacher Nancy Watanabe looks 
through a 1993 yearbook during a 50th anniversary celebration on 
campus Sunday. Watanabe began teaching at Ridgway in 1985.

By SUSAN MINICHIELLO
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Trump wades into abortion fray
INSIDE
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WASHINGTON — President Don-
ald Trump has joined a chorus of  
Republicans distancing themselves 
from new state laws banning the ma-
jority of  abortions, though he em-

phasized what he 
called a “strongly 
pro-life” stance he 
has held through-
out his time in the 
White House.

Without referring 
specifically to an 
Alabama law en-
acted last week that 
makes performing 

abortions a felony unless a pregnan-
cy seriously risks a woman’s health, 
Trump reiterated his position that 

abortion should be legal after rape 
or incest.

In a series of  tweets shortly before 
midnight Saturday, the president 
wrote that his view is “the same po-
sition taken by Ronald Reagan.”

In aligning with the memory of  
the popular GOP figure, Trump dis-
regarded that Reagan had, as Cal-
ifornia governor, signed a liberal 
abortion law. And as president, Rea-
gan nominated to the U.S. Supreme 
Court the first female justice, Sandra 
Day O’Connor, who voted to uphold 

Roe v. Wade, the 1973 Supreme Court 
decision that legalized abortion na-
tionwide, in later challenges to the 
ruling.

By injecting himself  into debate 
over a new crop of  strict antiabor-
tion statutes, in Alabama and several 
other states, the presidential tweets 
heightened the divisions emerging 
with the Republican Party over how 
far abortion opponents should go.

The sudden spate of  state laws — 

President says he’s ‘pro-life’ 
but favors exceptions for 
rape, incest, woman’s health
By AMY GOLDSTEIN  
AND SEUNG MIN KIM
WASHINGTON POST
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Donald  
Trump
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A child holds the European Union 
flag Sunday in Bucharest, Romania.

Europe 
weighs  
a turn  
to right

BRUSSELS — For weeks, Eu-
rope’s far-right populists have 
been dashing across the Con-
tinent, joining arms and pre-
senting themselves as a united 
front that will batter the polit-
ical establishment and score a 
big breakthrough in this week’s 
elections for the European Par-
liament.

Their latest group hug came 
in Milan on Saturday evening, 
where Italy’s firebrand, Matteo 
Salvini, preened with France’s 
far right icon, Marine Le Pen, 
and nearly a dozen other pop-
ulist leaders. They bashed the 
European Union, migrants and 
Islam and promised the dawn of  
a new, nationalist era.

But it was telling what they did 
not talk about: the scandal that 
erupted this weekend in Austria, 
which led to the collapse of  the 
nation’s coalition government af-
ter the far-right vice chancellor 
was caught on a video promising 
favors to a woman claiming to be 
a Russian investor.

The scandal has rocked 
Austria. The vice chancellor, a 
leader of  the far-right Freedom 

EU’s populist parties 
mobilize for upcoming 
parliamentary election

By STEVEN ERLANGER
NEW YORK TIMES
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Billionaire to pay Morehouse student debt

The 396 young men began the day as 
students in caps and gowns, ready to 
graduate from Morehouse College — 
full of  hope, but burdened in most cas-
es with the debts that financed their 
education.

Then their commencement speaker 
went off-script with an extraordinary 
pledge: the newly minted alumni of  
the historically black college in Atlan-
ta would go forth into the world stu-
dent debt-free.

Robert Smith, the billionaire inves-
tor who founded Vista Equity Partners 
and became the richest black man in 
America, told the crowd that he and 
his family would pay off the entire 
graduating class’s student debt, free-
ing them to begin their next chapter, 
whether it was a master’s program, a 

position with Teach for America or an 
internship at Goldman Sachs, without 
loan payments to worry about.

The announcement came at a time 
of  growing calls across the country 
to do something about the mounting 
burden of  student loan debt, which 
has more than doubled in the past 
decade. Presidential candidates like 
Elizabeth Warren have made debt 
cancellation a key plank in their cam-
paign platforms, and some states and STEVE SCHAEFER / ATLANTA JOURNAL-CONSTITUTION 

Morehouse College graduates react Sunday after the 
announcement by billionaire Robert Smith in Atlanta.

By AUDRA D.S. BURCH
NEW YORK TIMES
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ATLANTA » Investor Robert 
Smith surprises college and 
396 grads with money offer 


