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FINALI PARK OPENS » Newest 
park near SR’s Coddingtown 
made for families, dogs.  A3

ON YOUR MARK » Runners vie  
to advance today at Redwood 
Empire Track Meet.  C1

REFLECTING ON WELFARE »  
Effect of Bill Clinton’s ’96 law 
still felt across the nation.  D1

Parallel efforts for bike race, parade
TOUR OF CALIFORNIA AND ROSE PARADE

9 a.m.: Lifestyle Festival 
opens
9:15 a.m.: Women’s race starts
11:10 a.m.: Men’s race starts
12:10 p.m. (estimate):  
Women’s race finishes
12:15 p.m.: Breakaway Mile/
Luther Burbank Rose Parade 
start

12:30 p.m.: Women’s award 
ceremony
2:15 p.m.: Rose Parade ends
3:45 p.m. (estimate): Men’s 
race finishes
3:45 p.m.: Men’s awards 
ceremony
4:30 p.m.: Lifestyle Festival 
closes
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 ■ Follow the action during Stage 7 of 2016 Amgen Tour of 

California, including photo galleries and video, online.

County 
sets job 
growth 
record

Sonoma County last month 
reached a milestone rarely met 
here in the past 13 years, an un-
employment rate below 4  per-
cent.

The county’s jobless rate in 
April dipped to 3.8  percent, its 
lowest level in nine years, the 
state reported Friday. The rate, 
which declined from a revised 
4.1 percent in March, is the lat-
est sign of  a rising economy that 
is driving job growth to unprec-
edented levels — and making it 
difficult for some employers to 
find skilled workers.

“I think it just further shows 
how strong and broad the re-
covery is and how strong the 
economy is,” said Ben Stone, ex-
ecutive director of  the Sonoma 
County Economic Development 
Board. “It’s just firing on all cyl-
inders.”

Such low employment has 
been unseen in Sonoma County 
for most of  the new millennium.

In the past 13 years, a period 
encompassing 156 months, the 
county’s jobless rate has dipped 
below 4 percent just seven 
times. The last occasion came 
in May 2007 — seven months 
before the recession officially 
began — when unemployment 
hit 3.8 percent.

In the aftermath of  that down-
turn, the jobless rate soared to 
11.5 percent in January 2010 and 
stayed at double-digit levels for 
more than a year.

In April, unemployment in 
Sonoma County was well be-
low the jobless rates for United 
States, at 5.0 percent, and Cali-
fornia, at 5.3 percent.

Among the hundreds of  workers 
and volunteers in downtown Santa 
Rosa today facilitating the marriage 
of  a world-class bike race and a 
homespun parade attended by more 
than 20,000  people, one of  the most 
critical roles in one of  Sonoma Coun-
ty’s most ginormous events will be 

played by those who clean up.
After the horses.
Crews of  pooper scoopers bol-

stered by teams with shovels, wheel-
barrows and brooms are tasked with 
scouring downtown’s streets in the 
short interval between the end of  the 
122nd procession of  the Rose Parade 
and its 120 entries, and the arrival of  
some 145  professional cyclists whir-
ring through downtown on the pen-
ultimate leg of  the Amgen Tour of  
California.

Just to make their duty more diffi-
cult, they’ll need to be on the lookout 
for candy tossed from parade floats 

and the detritus of  food, wrappers, 
cigarette butts and rose petals shed 
along the route. A rain that’s forecast 
through the day could increase the 
degree of  difficulty.

“It behooves us to have the smooth-
est surface possible on city streets,” 
said Raissa de la Rosa, the city’s eco-
nomic development and marketing 
coordinator and co-chairwoman of  
race’s local organizing committee, 
“because they (the bicycle racers) are 
going really fast in a tight pack.”

The obvious question: Why schedule 

SANTA ROSA » Rain or shine, 
cleanup crews to help keep 
big events running smoothly
By PAUL PAYNE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Unemployment rate 
hits 3.8 percent, reflects 
labor market rebound 

By ROBERT DIGITALE
PRESS DEMOCRAT STAFF
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How Facebook’s news project faltered

SAN FRANCISCO — In July, in 
a seventh-floor conference room at 
Facebook’s New York offices, a small 
group met to discuss the future of  
news media on the social network.

Facebook leaders were bullish on 
a relatively new section of  the site 
that surfaced the most popular news 
stories, such as news of  the terrorist 
attacks in Paris or stories about Chris 
Hemsworth’s genitalia. They decided 

the effort, called Trending Topics and 
until then a skunk works operation by 
a dozen or so staff members, should be 
doubled to more than 30 people. One 
goal for the team: use human judg-
ment to make algorithms better at 
finding news on Facebook.

“We asked, do we consider ourselves 
Facebook journalists?” said Benjamin 
Fearnow, a former news curator at 
Facebook who worked on Trending 
Topics for close to a year, until April, 
and who attended the meeting. “We 
straddled that very thin line between 

social media and news. None of  us 
really knew how it was going to play 
out.”

Nearly a year later, what began as 
a tiny experiment for Facebook has 
swollen into a national headache. The 
Silicon Valley company faces alle-
gations of  intentionally suppressing 
conservative news from appearing on 
Trending Topics. In a rough-and-tum-
ble presidential election year in which 
social media is playing an increasing-
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Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg delivers the keynote 
address April 12 at the F8 Facebook Developer  
Conference in San Francisco. 

By MIKE ISAAC
NEW YORK TIMES
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COUNTY WATER CONSERVATION 
California’s new water conservation rules are expected to 
free about 340,000 residents in five Sonoma County cities 
and one water district from state-mandated standards 
based on projections they will have a sufficient water 
supply over three more drought years. 
  Water  Conservation  
Agency  Customers supply* standard

Santa Rosa 170,974 19,933 16%

Petaluma 61,995 9,008  16%

Rohnert Park 43,398 4,872 16%

Windsor   27,486 3,614 16%
Valley of  
the Moon WD 23,782 2,916 20%

Sonoma 11,579 2,175 28%
* Water supply given in acre-feet
Sources: State Water Resources Control Board, Sonoma County 
Water Agency  
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FULL RESERVOIR: Everardo Cerantes, left, and Sergio Velez prepare their fishing rods Friday at Lake Sonoma near Healdsburg.   

Water saving days over?
LIVING WITH DROUGHT » Amid plentiful supplies, 6 county 
providers to seek exemption from state-ordered reductions

For most Sonoma County residents, 
the days of  strict water savings 
mandates could be over by summer, 

a result of  brimful reservoirs and a dra-
matic shift this week in state water con-
servation rules. 

Santa Rosa and five other Sonoma 
County water providers should be ex-
cused from state-ordered water-saving 
standards as soon as next month under 
California’s updated conservation cam-
paign, tailored for the first time to match 
regulations to the reality of  regional wa-
ter supplies, officials said Friday. 

With the region’s two major reservoirs 
nearly full from above-average rainfall, 
six local agencies that serve more than 
340,000 customers meet the new require-

ment for demonstrating a sufficient wa-
ter supply over a three-year period under 
drought conditions.

“It’s good news,” said Brad Sherwood 
of  the Sonoma County Water Agency, the 
water wholesaler that serves the local 
agencies. “Our Russian River water sup-
ply system is not in a drought condition.”

The water agency released calculations 
this week showing that the local water 
suppliers can balance water demand and 
supply over three more dry years, there-
by gaining exemptions from the conser-
vation standards imposed 10 months ago 
by the State Water Resources Control 
Board. In addition to Santa Rosa, the af-
fected municipal systems include Petalu-
ma, Rohnert Park, Windsor, Sonoma and 
Valley of  the Moon Water District.

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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