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INSIDE

Push to 
expand 
medical 
coverage

SACRAMENTO — Lilian Ser-
rano’s mother-in-law had lots 
of  stomach problems, but she 
always blamed food.

Doctors at a San Diego- 
area clinic suspected Genove-
va Angeles might have cancer, 
but they could not say for sure 
because they did not have the 
equipment to test for it and An-
geles, who had been in the coun-
try illegally for 20 years, could 
not afford to see a specialist and 
did not qualify for state assis-
tance because of  her immigra-
tion status.

In September, Angeles final-
ly learned she had gallbladder 
cancer. 

Serrano said she was in the 
hospital room when Angeles, 
in her late 60s, died about two 
weeks later.

“We don’t know if  she would 
have survived treatment, but 
she was not even able to access 
it,” said Serrano, chairwoman 

California eyes health 
care for immigrants 
living in US illegally
By ADAM BEAM
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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EPA takes 
a rosier 
view of air 
pollution

WASHINGTON — The Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency 
plans to change the way it calcu-
lates the health risks of  air pol-
lution, a shift that would make it 
easier to roll back a key climate 
change rule because it would 
result in far fewer predicted 
deaths from pollution, accord-
ing to five people with knowl-
edge of  the agency’s plans.

The EPA had originally 
forecast that eliminating the 
Obama-era rule, the Clean Pow-
er Plan, and replacing it with 
a new measure would have re-
sulted in an 1,400 additional 
premature deaths per year. The 
new analytical model would sig-
nificantly reduce that number 
and would most likely be used 
by the Trump administration to 
defend further rollbacks of  air 
pollution rules if  it is formally 
adopted.

The proposed shift is the latest 
example of  the Trump adminis-

By LISA FRIEDMAN
NEW YORK TIMES
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NEW ANALYTICAL MODEL

PHOTOS BY KENT PORTER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Dominic Carinalli, of D & L Carinalli Vineyards near Santa Rosa, on Friday looks for damage to his grapes brought on by rain. He said Friday he had 
not seen an effect on his crop so far. Following the recent heavy rains, many growers are worried about damage to the blooming vines.

Grapes at risk from rain
NORTH COAST » Vineyards on alert for damage to wine grape crop  
as spring storms cause problems in delicate blossoming stage

May showers have put a damper across North 
Coast vineyards, wetting them at an inop-
portune time when they’re nearly blooming 

and raising the risk of  damaged wine grapes and a 
smaller 2019 yield for certain varieties.

Because of  the pelting rains and accompanying 
windy conditions, chardonnay and pinot noir grapes 
have the greatest chance to suffer from shatter, the 
term used by vintners when a grapevine’s delicate 
flowers don’t pollinate and develop into grapes.

The Carneros, Russian River Valley and Alexan-
der Valley growing regions have seen those grape 
varieties already in bloom, vintners said. The full 
extent of  the crop damage won’t be known for a few 
weeks until fruit set — when the small flowers are 
fertilized and transformed into tiny grapes. Then 
growers will conduct their grape cluster counts.

Following the unseasonably wet weather, local 
growers worry the predicted humid conditions 
could cause mold and mildew on the vines which 
would take an even greater toll on their grapes.

“It’s not ideal,” said Alison Crowe, director of  
winemaking at Plata Wine Partners in Napa, as 
she drove around the Carneros region near the San 
Pablo Bay. “It’s not necessarily impacted quality. It 
will impact the quantity.”

Another rain system was expected to pass through 
Sonoma County late Monday and dump another 

By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 
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A vineyard, above, 
remains partially 
flooded Monday 
off West Dry Creek 
Road in Healdsburg. 
A cluster of grape 
blossoms in the 
Dry Creek area, 
left, suffers from 
shatter, or a failure to 
pollinate and develop 
into fruit.

“It’s not necessarily impacted quality. It will impact the quantity.”
ALISON CROWE, director of winemaking at Plata Wine Partners in Napa

Abrams tells SR to get out the vote 

Stacey Abrams came to the 
Luther Burbank Center for the 
Arts to talk about voter sup-
pression, abortion rights and 
her new book, “Lead From the 
Outside: How to Build Your Fu-
ture and Make Real Change.” 
But she couldn’t avoid talking 
about the biggest event of  the 
weekend.

“I have seen ‘Game of  
Thrones,’ and I will not tell you 
what I think,” Abrams said ear-
ly on in Monday’s event, hosted 
by Copperfield’s Books.

Abrams became nationally 
recognized last year while run-
ning for governor of  Georgia in 
a hotly contested race amid alle-

gations that the state’s Repub-
lican Party was guilty of  voter 
fraud and disenfranchisement 
under the direction of  her oppo-
nent, then-Georgia Secretary of  

State Brian Kemp. 
She lost the election with 

48.8% of  the vote, while Kemp 
took 50.2%. But Abrams wasn’t 
ready to concede: 10 days after 

the election, with the votes still 
not certified, she took to the 
stage to announce Kemp would 
be named governor — and she 
was backing a lawsuit challeng-
ing the state’s election system.

At Santa Rosa’s Luther Bur-
bank Center, Abrams said her 
mistake during the election was 
underestimating the lengths to 
which her opponent would go.

“I didn’t realize I was running 
against a cartoon villain,” she 
said to a packed theater. 

And she still hasn’t conceded 
the race.

“A concession, you’re say-
ing everything is fine,” she told 
the audience. “How can you fix 
something if  you don’t acknowl-
edge it’s broken?”

Less than two weeks after her 
non-concession speech in the 
governor’s race, the promised 
lawsuit was filed by Care In Ac-

FRANKIE FROST / FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Stacey Abrams speaks Monday in Santa Rosa. Abrams gained national 
recognition in her 2018 campaign for Georgia governor.

By ANDREW BEALE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Dem who narrowly lost 
Georgia governor’s race 
will ‘run for something’


