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Boy Scout chief: Lift ban on gay leaders
Organization president Gates
says current prohibition
“cannot be sustained”
By DAVID CRARY
and JENNIFER PELTZ
ASSOCIATED P RE S S

The president of the Boy Scouts of
America, Robert Gates, said Thursday
the organization’s longstanding ban
on participation by openly gay adults
is no longer sustainable and called for
change in order to prevent “the end of

us as a national movement.”
In a speech in Atlanta to the
Scouts’ national annual meeting,
Gates referred to recent moves by
Scout councils in New York City and
elsewhere to defy the ban.
“The status quo in our movement’s membership standards cannot be sustained,” he said.
Gates said no change in the policy would be made at the national
meeting. But he raised the possibility of revising the policy at some
point soon so that local Scout organizations could decide on their own
whether to allow gays as adult vol-

tion besides their ban,” Cozza said.
Two local officers in attendance
from the Boy Scouts’ Redwood Empire Council, which represents
Sonoma and Mendocino counties
and about 2,000 Scouts, said Gates’
remarks were widely applauded and
earned a partial standing ovation.
But while any new policy might
enhance the organization’s reputation, they said a new policy would
have no practical effect on the North
Coast organization, which already
has a “don’t ask, don’t tell” approach
to adult Scouts.

unteers and paid staff.
In 2013, after bitter internal debate, the BSA decided to allow openly gay youth as Scouts, but not gay
adults as leaders. The change took
effect in January 2014.
Petaluma real estate agent Steven Cozza, who found himself in the
national spotlight as a 12-year-old
champion of diversity and equality
in the Boy Scouts back in 1997, said
the theme of Gates’ speech came as
welcome news, and none too soon.
“They are losing membership because of their discriminatory ban, and
it’s sad, because it is a great organiza-

TURN TO SCOUT, PAGE A5

Steven
Cozza
Petaluma
advocate of
Scout diversity
welcomed
Gates’ remarks.

Despite rising gas prices, Memorial Day weekend travel
is expected to be up this year, with campgrounds full and highways busy
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SETTING UP CAMP: Getting a jump on the long Memorial Day weekend, Kerry Porterfield of Napa stokes a fire at a campsite at Doran Park Regional Park
in Bodega Bay on Thursday. County and state officials said most North Coast campgrounds are nearly all booked up for the holiday.
By LORI A. CARTER
THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

Despite the highest gas prices in
seven months, thousands of Sonoma County residents are expected
to hit the road this Memorial Day
weekend to celebrate the coming
summer with family and friends —
enjoying beaches, barbecues or just
a long weekend without the boss.
While most Americans will spend
about $1 less per gallon of gas than
last year to fill the family vehicle
for this year’s road trip, those in the
Bay Area still are feeling the sting

at the pump.
The average price of a gallon of
gas in the San Francisco area is
$3.81, the highest since October,
according to GasBuddy.com, which
tracks pricing trends. While no
bargain, that’s still less than last
Memorial Day’s $4.26 in the Bay
Area.
Experts from AAA, who compile
annual travel trends, statistics and
forecasts, predict a 4.7 percent increase from the 35.5 million people
nationwide who traveled last year,
and the highest travel volume for
the holiday in 10 years.

More than 88 percent of those,
or 33 million, will drive to their
destination, a 5.3 percent increase
from 2014.
About 4.4 million Californians
plan on traveling 50 miles or more
this Memorial Day weekend, up
4.6 percent from last year’s record
highs, said Northern California
AAA spokeswoman Cynthia Harris.
“A stronger economy and overall
lower gas prices have boosted consumers’ disposable income,” she
said. “This summer travel season is
starting off with great potential as
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“I didn’t really plan anything in advance, so I’m just thinking about
getting in and driving somewhere.”

Petaluma man held in mortgage fraud case
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS D E MO C RAT

A Petaluma man suspected of defrauding
homeowners in a mortgage modification
scam that reportedly cost some people their
homes is facing 46 counts of fraud, theft and
other charges that could result in a lengthy
prison sentence.

California Department of Justice agents
arrested Miguel Angel Lopez-Soleta this
week following a two-year investigation
into allegations the former real estate agent
failed to deliver on promises to negotiate
directly with banks on behalf of people in
financial distress.
Deanna Reade, who along with her husband, Dustin, is listed as a victim in the
criminal complaint, said Thursday she is
“really excited” that charges have been filed
in the case.
The couple paid Lopez-Soleta nearly
$4,000 through his former company, Mortgage Modifiers Inc., for help modifying loans
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ROB O’ROURKE, visiting Petaluma AAA office to plan weekend

Former real estate agent faces
46 charges over loan modifications
homeowners say did not materialize

WASHINGTON — President
Barack Obama said he doesn’t
think the U.S. is faltering in its
fight against Islamic State militants in Iraq and Syria, dismissing recent losses as a setback in
what he knew would be a long
fight and seeking to put the onus
on Iraqi Prime Minister Haider
al-Abadi to better train his own
military for the battle.
The fall of Ramadi in Anbar
province is a “tactical setback”
for an Iraqi city that had been
vulnerable because of a lack of
trained and reinforced Iraqi security forces, Obama said in an
interview published Thursday.
The interview took place Tuesday, before Islamic State seized
the Syrian city of Palmyra on
Wednesday.
“They have been there essentially for a year without sufficient reinforcements, and the
number of ISIL that have come
into the city now are relatively
small compared to what happened in (the Iraqi city of) Mosul,” Obama said, referring to
the Islamic State’s takeover last
summer of Iraq’s second-biggest city. “But it is indicative
that the training of Iraqi security forces, the fortifications, the
command-and-control systems
are not happening fast enough

on their Windsor home and a rental property in Rohnert Park. But that help failed to
materialize, and the couple barely managed
to hang onto the homes without the hopedfor modifications.
Reade said the couple paid off the money they gave to Lopez-Soleta through a
debt-management program.
“I’m not super-concerned about the
$4,000,” she said. “I just want to see that
justice is done and that he’s not able to hurt
more people than he already has.”
State agents arrested Lopez-Soleta on
Monday at a car dealership in Fairfield. He
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