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DEMOCRATS SQUABBLE: 
Close vote to pick new state 
party chair ends with loser 
refusing to concede / A6

INSIDE

URSULINE DEAL » Roseland Public Schools buying 
campus it has leased for past five years.   A3

PHIL BARBER » Columnist weighs whether Spurs 
can win a game against Golden State.   B1
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A Sonoma County Water Agency team counts, weighs and measures fish in Dutch Bill Creek near Monte Rio. A new report warns that climate 
change and habitat degradation threaten to destroy 14 of 31 native California salmon and trout species in the next 50 years.

Outlook bleak for fish

On a tree-shaded bend in Dutch Bill 
Creek at Monte Rio, three technicians from 
the Sonoma County Water Agency huddled 
on a gravel bar to examine the day’s catch, 
all in the name of  science and a sustained 
campaign to restore one of  California’s 
most endangered fish.

Retrieving 163 coho salmon smolts, or 
young fish, from a wooden fish trap set in 
knee-deep, clear flowing water, the crew 
bathed the four- to six-inch salmon in a 
bucket of  Alka-Seltzer solution, briefly 
numbing them for easier handling.

 The technicians measured, weighed and 
counted the year-old, hatchery-bred fish 
before releasing them to continue a peril-
ous journey to the nearby Russian River 
and out to the Pacific Ocean.

If  the young coho, swimming mostly by 
night to evade predators, make it to the 
ocean and grow to adulthood, they may in 
about 18 months return to the Russian Riv-
er and be counted once again before they 
spawn and die.

There’s a lot riding on the coho complet-
ing their short, human-assisted life cycle.

Nearly half  of  California’s native salm-
on, steelhead and trout — 14 out of  31 spe-
cies — are facing extinction in 50 years 
under current conditions, according to a 
scientific study released last week.

Another nine species are likely to vanish 
in 100 years unless steps are taken to ad-
dress threats such as low water flows, pol-
lution, urban growth, dams and degraded 
habitat, exacerbated by the recent drought 
and climate change, the 106-page report by 

By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Experts: Without help, many salmon, trout species will disappear

REPORT HIGHLIGHTS
 ■ 14 of 31 California salmon and trout species face 

extinction in 50 years under current conditions.
 ■Another 9 species may disappear in 100 years.
 ■ Russian River coho salmon and Sacramento River 

chinook salmon are the two species most in danger.
 ■ Restoration and protection of critical habitat are 

among steps needed if the fish are to be saved. 

A coho salmon from Dutch Bill Creek.

Trump tames tone in Riyadh

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia — Presi-
dent Donald Trump on Sunday piv-
oted away from his strident assess-
ment of  Islam as a religion of  hatred 
as he sought to redefine U.S. lead-
ership in the Middle East and rally 

the Muslim world to join him in a re-
newed campaign against extremism.

Addressing dozens of  leaders from 
across the Muslim world who had 
gathered in Saudi Arabia, Trump re-
jected the idea that the fight against 
terrorism was a struggle between re-
ligions, and he promised not to scold 
them about human rights in their 
countries. But he challenged Mus-
lim leaders to step up their efforts 
to counter a “wicked ideology” and 
purge the “foot soldiers of  evil” from 
their societies.

“This is not a battle between dif-
ferent faiths, different sects or dif-

ferent civilizations,” Trump said in 
a cavernous hall filled with heads of  
state eager to find favor with the new 
president. “This is a battle between 
barbaric criminals who seek to oblit-
erate human life and decent people, 
all in the name of  religion, people 
that want to protect life and want to 
protect their religion. This is a battle 
between good and evil.”

The president’s measured tone 
here in Saudi Arabia was a far cry 
from his incendiary language on the 
campaign trail last year, when he 
said that “Islam hates us” and called 
for a “total and complete shutdown” 

of  Muslims entering the United 
States.

Throughout his visit here, a less 
volatile president emerged, disci-
plined and relentlessly on message 
in a way he is often not at home. He 
did not brag about his electoral vic-
tory and avoided tangents. With few 
exceptions, he stuck carefully to his 
teleprompter. His mood has been  
sober and careful.

By refusing to hold news confer-
ences or answer questions during 
brief  photo opportunities, Trump 

President asks Muslim  
leaders to boost anti-terror 
fight against ‘criminals’

By PETER BAKER 
AND MICHAEL D. SHEAR
NEW YORK TIMES
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Donald Trump: 
Rejected the idea 
that the fight 
against terrorism 
is a struggle  
between religions

Curtain 
falls on 
Ringling 
circus

UNIONDALE, New York — 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus took a final, bit-
tersweet bow Sunday, staging its 
last three shows here after 146 
years of  entertaining American 
audiences with gravity-defying 
trapeze stunts, comically clum-
sy clowns and tamed tigers.

“Farewell, from the Greatest 
Show on Earth!” shouted ring-
master Johnathan Lee Iverson, 
an 18-year veteran of  the show 
and the first African American 
to hold the job, before a packed 
midday audience, offering one 
of  the few signs that the circus 
was coming to a close. 

Yet many spectators said they 
came precisely because Sunday 
offered the final chance to wit-
ness a spectacle that once felt as 
if  it might be around forever — 
until changing times and mores 

Animal-rights protests 
help end 146-year run
By KARIN BRULLIARD
WASHINGTON POST
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