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Dem calls to impeach grow

WASHINGTON — A bloc of 
liberal Democrats began press-
ing Tuesday for an impeach-
ment inquiry of  President Don-
ald Trump, underscoring party 
divisions and the growing diffi-

culties that Speaker Nancy Pe-
losi faces as she tries to chart a 
more methodical course.

Trump’s latest defiance of  con-
gressional oversight demands 
precipitated the break among 
Democrats. Former White House 
counsel Don McGahn, who had 
been called to testify Tuesday 
before the House Judiciary Com-
mittee about the president’s at-
tempts to obstruct the Russia 
investigation, skipped the sched-
uled hearing after Trump or-

dered him to ignore lawmakers’ 
subpoena.

Rep. Jerrold Nadler of  New 
York, the committee chair-
man, promised to hold McGahn 
in contempt of  Congress and 
warned other potential witness-
es to expect new hardball tactics 
— like changing House rules 
to allow fines for people held in 
contempt — but he stopped short 
of  publicly endorsing impeach-
ment. He later issued subpoenas 
for testimony to McGahn’s for-

mer chief  of  staff, Annie 
Donaldson, and Hope 
Hicks, the former White 
House communications 
director.

House Democrats also 
continued to negotiate this week 
with the staff of  the special 
counsel, Robert Mueller, over 
his own potential testimony, ac-
cording to two people familiar 
with the conversations.

“We will not allow the presi-
dent to stop this investigation, 

and nothing in these 
unjustified and unjusti-
fiable legal attacks will 
stop us from pressing 
forward with our work 
on behalf  of  the Ameri-

can people,” Nadler said during 
a brief  hearing of  an emotionally 
raw Judiciary Committee. “We 
will hold this president account-
able, one way or the other.”

The Democrats’ divisions over 

Party leaders in House 
vow tougher tactics 
in investigating Trump
By NICHOLAS FANDOS
NEW YORK TIMES
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‘American Taliban’ Lindh to leave prison

To many, he was the homegrown 
face of  terrorist treachery who left 
a comfortable Marin County life to 
train for jihad with Osama bin Lad-
en and fight for America’s foes in Af-
ghanistan. To others, he was a way-
ward teenage spiritual seeker swept 
up in the global war on terror.

This week, a generation after 9/11, 
the “American Taliban” will be a free 
man.

On Thursday, John Phillip Walker 

Lindh, whose haunting image capti-
vated America after his 2001 capture 
in Afghanistan, is set to be released 
from an Indiana federal prison after 
serving most of  his 20-year sentence.

“I guess the question we have to ask 
is, does he represent a threat?” said 
Alice Hoagland, of  Los Gatos, whose 
son died a hero in the bin Laden-di-
rected Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.

That remains the unsettled ques-
tion, as Lindh, now 38, remains as 
much a mystery as when he first ap-
peared bearded, dazed and disheveled 
on TV screens in December 2001, an 

odd footnote in America’s ongoing 
battle against radical Islamic terror-
ism.

Lindh denounced terrorism when 
he was sentenced as contrary to Is-
lamic teaching, but has avoided public 
comment since. He, his family and his 
lawyers have refused recent interview 
requests.

Federal prison officials would not 
say to which community Lindh will 
be released without his permission 
or discuss other details of  his release, 

APTN, 2001

John Walker Lindh, right, a former Marin County 
resident, is set to be released from federal prison 
Thursday after his 2001 capture in Afghanistan.

By JOHN WOOLFOLK
MERCURY NEWS
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Agustin F. Huneeus

Vintner 
pleads 
guilty 
in scam

While uncertainty looms over 
his wine empire, Napa Valley 
vintner Agustin F. Huneeus ad-
mitted guilt Tuesday in a Bos-
ton courtroom for his role in 
the college admissions bribery 
scandal.

Huneeus, a 53-year-old San 
Francisco resident, pleaded 
guilty to one count of  conspir-
acy to commit mail fraud and 
honest services mail fraud. In 
exchange for his guilty plea, 
prosecutors recommended a 
15-month prison sentence and 
a $95,000 fine for the owner of  
Huneeus Vintners, which has 
wine labels such as Quintessa 
and Faust and operates Flow-
ers Vineyards and Winery in 
Healdsburg.

Prosecutors alleged Huneeus 
conspired to pay $300,000 to the 
mastermind of  the admissions 
scheme, Rick Singer, and other 
defendants to help his daughter 
cheat on the SAT college en-
trance exam. Also, he admitted 
to bribing officials at the Uni-
versity of  Southern California 
for her admission as a water 
polo recruit on scholarship. He 
is among 14 parents who have 
agreed to plead guilty in the 
scandal, including actress Felic-
ity Huffman.

Huneeus admits helping 
daughter cheat on  
SAT, USC admission
By BILL SWINDELL
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

TURN TO VINTNER » PAGE A5

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

LAWSUIT: Army veteran Andy Ford sits on a bench outside the Santa Rosa Police Department on Monday. Ford says that on Feb 12, 2018, he suffered a seizure and was 
then arrested by officers for assaulting a peace officer and resisting arrest. Charges were later dropped and Ford is now suing the Santa Rosa Police Department.

Veteran sues SR police
EPILEPSY » Former Afghanistan infantryman who suffers seizures as a 
result of brain injury was arrested, charged with two felonies in 2018

Imagine regaining consciousness with a 
dark-colored sack over your head, arms 
and legs restrained and unclear how you 

ended up that way.
That is how Santa Rosa resident Andy 

Ford, a U.S. Army veteran with a brain injury 
suffered while serving in Afghanistan, recalls 
emerging from an incapacitating seizure he 
experienced in public in February 2018. 

He discovered he was in police custody at 
Sutter Medical Center’s emergency room. He 
was confused and ashamed. He said he felt he 
had been betrayed. 

Santa Rosa officers had mistaken his seizure 
symptoms as signs of  intoxication and disobe-

dience, according to Ford.  
“After I have a seizure, until I wake up, oth-

er people have to take care of  me,” said Ford, 
27, who remembers offering to help a woman 
on the street while on his way to catch a bus. 
“The last thing I remember is trying to help a 
lady carry a table. Then I woke up with a bag 
over my head.”

Ford, who studied at Rancho Cotate High 
School in Rohnert Park before enlisting in 
the Army, filed a federal complaint this week 
against the Santa Rosa Police Department 
under a provision of  the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. The 1990 law spells out civil 
rights for disabled people, include those with 
recurrent seizures.   

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT  
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“The last thing 
I remember is 
trying to help a 
lady carry a table. 
Then I woke up 
with a bag over 
my head.”
ANDY FORD, recalling the events 
of Feb. 12, 2018, when he says he 
had a seizure before being 
arrested by Santa Rosa police


