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Fatal
blow for
compost
operator

With Russian River flows expected to be lower than last summer’s,
some residents worry over drought’s impact on business, tourism

Navigating river woes

Under deal in pollution
lawsuit, company to cease
landfill operations by Oct. 15
By ANGELA HART
T HE P R ES S D EM O CR AT

Photos by KENT PORTER / The Press Democrat

ALLURE OF ADVENTURE: Daniela Menk, left, and Fabian Pietsch, members of a flight crew with Lufthansa Airlines, set out Wednesday from Healdsburg on a
Russian River trip with inflatable canoes from Somewhere On A River, or SOAR, Inflatables. River recreation could take a hit from lower water levels this summer.
By GUY KOVNER
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ix Lufthansa flight crew
members are returning to
Germany with mild sunburns
and fond memories of their day
paddling blue inflatable canoes
8 miles down the tranquil Russian
River from Healdsburg to Wohler
Bridge.
“We had a lot of fun,” said Ansgar
Stille, who took the self-guided,
three-boat float trip with two other
pilots and three flight attendants on
their layover day out of San Francisco International Airport.
A bright sun came out shortly
after they shoved off from a private
beach just below the fish ladder at
Healdsburg Memorial Beach Park.
No one fell into the water, and the
boaters enjoyed an hourlong riverside lunch of sandwiches, strawberries and beverages.
The river was easily navigable
in the 16-foot soft-bodied canoes,
Stille said, touching on an issue
that looms over Sonoma County’s
visitor-friendly river at the start of

RIVER-BASED BUSINESS: Larry Laba, president of SOAR Inflatables and Russian River
Adventures, prepares inflatable canoes for launch Wednesday below the Healdsburg Dam.
vacation season in the fourth year
of a statewide drought.
There will be less water in the
Russian River this summer than last
year, a fact that some river-oriented
business people don’t want to talk
about. Others have contingency

plans in mind, though the exact
impact of drought-curtailed water
levels isn’t known.
Rigid canoes will grind against
the gravel bottom in shallow riffles,
requiring boaters to hop out and

■ Regulations
dictate how much
water must flow
when no rain is
expected, and
lower flows this
year will make the
biggest difference
to water levels on
the upper river.
■ Summer dams
will go up June 15
at Johnson’s Beach
in Guerneville and
at Vacation Beach,
but officials say
the low flows may
take longer to fill
swimming holes.
■ Concerns have
been raised about
algae growth and
bacteria in warmer,
shallower reaches
of the river.
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Silicon Valley’s elite avoid the phrase ‘tech bubble’
Companies’ huge valuations
give industry reason to fear
repeat of 2000 dot-com bust
By CONOR DOUGHERTY
NEW YORK TI ME S

SAN FRANCISCO — It is a
wild time in Silicon Valley. Twoyear-old companies are valued
in the billions, ramshackle
homes are worth millions, and
hubris has reached the point
where otherwise sane businesspeople muse about seceding
from the United States.
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But the tech industry’s venture
capitalists — the financiers who
bet on companies when they are
little more than an idea — are
going out of their way to avoid
the one word that could describe
what is happening around them.
Bubble.
“I guess it is a scary word
because in some sense no one
wants it to stop,” said Tomasz
Tunguz, a partner at Redpoint
Ventures. “And so if you utter
it, do you pop it?”
A bubble, in the economic
sense, is basically a period of
excessive speculation in some-
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OVERVALUED?:
Slack CEO Stewart
Butterfield, left,
at the company’s
San Francisco
office in March.
Some observers
are worried by the
huge valuations
of young tech
companies like
1-year-old Slack,
most recently
valued at
$2.8 billion.

A hard-fought battle over
a Clean Water Act lawsuit —
costing ratepayers more than
$1.1 million — has spelled the
end for Sonoma County’s largest compost producer, Sonoma
Compost Co.
Under a settlement reached
late Thursday night, Sonoma
Compost must shut down operations atop the Central Landfill
on Mecham Road west of Cotati
by Oct. 15.
“We’re extremely disappointed and frustrated,” said Alan
Seigle, who founded Sonoma
Compost with his partner Will
Bakx in 1993. “We feel horrible
for our employees and the citizens of Sonoma County. This is
going to have a huge impact all
of our customers — particularly
the agricultural community and
small-scale farmers.”
The lawsuit, brought by Roger
Larsen, a resident of the Happy
Acres subdivision near the landfill, alleged Sonoma Compost
was polluting the nearby Stemple
Creek for years. State water regulators confirmed the composting
operation had violated the Clean
TURN TO COMPOST, PAGE A7

Delta farmers
strike deal to
cut water use
By FENIT NIRAPPIL
and SCOTT SMITH
A S S O CI AT ED P R ES S

SACRAMENTO — California regulators Friday accepted
a historic offer from a group of
farmers holding some of the
state’s strongest water rights to
voluntarily reduce their water
use by one-quarter to stave off
deeper, mandatory cutbacks
amid one of the worst droughts
on record.
Officials hope the deal will
serve as a model for more such
agreements with growers in
the nation’s top-producing farm
state, where agriculture accounts
for 80 percent of all water drawn
from the state’s rivers, streams
and groundwater sources.
“We’re in a drought unprecedented in our time. That’s calling upon us to take unprecedented action,” Felicia Marcus,
chairwoman of the state Water
Resources Control Board, said
in announcing the agreement.
The rare concession from
the farmers is the latest indication of the severity of the water
shortage in California, which is
suffering through its driest four
years on record.
California water law is built
around preserving the rights
of the so-called senior rights

JASON HENRY / New York Times

MICROBEAD BATTLE: Activists say tiny plastic
balls used in beauty products end up in food
chain; bill to ban them clears Assembly / A3
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