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GOLDEN STATE 
STUMBLES »  
Thunder crush 
Warriors 133-105; 
Game 4 in 
Oklahoma City 
on Tuesday.  B1

HEALING POWER 
OF ART »  
SR clinic adorns 
walls with 
artwork to help 
boost patients’ 
spirits.  A3

US takes war back to Pakistan

Sen. Elizabeth Warren

Warren 
could 
unite 
Dems

WASHINGTON — As the rift 
between Sen. Bernie Sanders’ 
supporters and Hillary Clin-
ton’s expands into anger and 
even some violent threats, many 
Democrats are pointing to a po-
tential bridge: Sen. Elizabeth 
Warren.

The Massachusetts senator 
is one of  the few figures in the 
Democratic Party who carries 
as much credibility with the 
party’s restive left wing as Sand-
ers, the Vermont independent.

But as Democrats ask if  
Warren can help corral Sand-
ers’ backers, a second question 
emerges: What does Warren 
want?

The endgame of  the Demo-
cratic primaries will shape the 
bigger contest for influence 

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan —
The U.S. drone strike thought 
to have killed Taliban chief  
Akhtar Mohammad Mansour 
represents another escalation 
in U.S. involvement in the war in 
Afghanistan by trying to cripple 

an insurgent group that has for 
years found refuge on Pakistani 
soil.

Although U.S. officials were 
awaiting final confirmation of  
Mansour’s death, the strike 
early Saturday marks the most 
aggressive U.S. military action 
in Pakistan since the 2011 raid 
that killed Osama bin Laden. 
It is also thought to be the first 
time that the U.S. military has 
directly targeted the top leader 
of  the Afghan Taliban, a poten-
tially destabilizing action that 
could leave the group violently 

lashing out as it seeks to find 
anew leader.

“This is an unprecedented 
move to decapitate the Taliban 
leadership in its safe haven of  
Pakistan,” said Bruce Riedel, a 
South Asia expert at the Brook-
ings Institution. “It exposes Pa-
kistan’s role in promoting and 
protecting the Taliban, and will 
provoke a crisis in U.S.-Pakistan 
relations.”

But unlike the bin Laden raid, 
which prompted outrage in Pa-
kistan, the reported strike on 
Mansour provoked a fairly mut-

ed reaction Sunday from Paki-
stani government and military 
leaders, even as Afghan officials 
cheered and described the at-
tack as proof  of  the Afghan Tali-
ban’s deep presence in Pakistan.

“While further investigations 
are being carried out, Pakistan 
wishes to once again state that 
the drone attack was a violation 
of  its sovereignty,” the country’s 
Foreign Ministry said in a state-
ment, adding that it was unable 
to confirm whether Mansour 
had been killed.

What the apparent blow 

means for the Taliban remains 
uncertain. When Mansour took 
over after the death of  longtime 
leader Mohammad Omar was 
announced last year, he had al-
ready effectively been running 
the group for two years, said 
Wahid Mozhda, a former Tali-
ban diplomat who is now a polit-
ical analyst in Kabul.

Appointing a successor now 
may be more challenging, with 
Omar’s eldest son, Mohammad 
Yaqob, and top deputies Sirajud-

Airstrike ‘unprecedented 
move to decapitate 
Taliban leadership’
By TIM CRAIG 
AND ANTONIO OLIVO
WASHINGTON POST
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An alliance between 
Mass. senator, Clinton 
unlikely to be easy

By NOAH BIERMAN
LOS ANGELES TIMES
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Push to ditch 
‘accident’ for 
‘car crash’

Roadway fatalities are soaring 
at a rate not seen in 50 years, re-
sulting from crashes, collisions 
and other incidents caused by 
drivers.

Just don’t call them accidents 
anymore.

That is the position of  a grow-
ing number of  safety advocates, 
including grass-roots groups, 
federal officials and state and 
local leaders across the coun-
try. They are campaigning to 
change a 100-year-old mentality 
that they say trivializes the sin-
gle most common cause of  traf-
fic incidents: human error.

“When you use the word ‘ac-

By MATT RICHTEL
NEW YORK TIMES
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Sonoma may have to add “No Smoking” to its trash can signs, since the City Council last week voted 4-1 to revise the city’s relatively lax 
ordinance. Sonoma voters would still have to approve it, though, likely on the November ballot. 

Out with lighting up?

PROPOSED 
PROHIBITIONS
If the smoking regula-
tions are approved, the 
guidelines drafted by 
the City Council would 
prohibit smoking on all 
streets and sidewalks. 
The ordinance also would 
crack down on smoking 
inside approximately 
2,000 apartments and 
townhomes, similar 
to prohibitions already 
enacted in Santa Rosa, 
Petaluma, Sebastopol, 
Cotati and the unincorpo-
rated area of the county.
The new restrictions in 
Sonoma would extend to 
e-cigarettes, marijuana 
and chewing tobacco.
Violators would be 
subject to fines of $100 up 
to $1,000. They also could 
face a misdemeanor 
complaint or be sued in 
small claims court.

At the red-checkered dining tables 
outside Sonoma’s Swiss Hotel across 
from the historic plaza, patrons sit 

next to the sidewalk sipping drinks and eat-
ing, a prime seat for watching tourists and 
locals stroll by.

But there is something a bit unexpected — 
even jarring — at some of the tables, consid-
ering the evolution statewide and nationally 
of  laws designed to cut down exposure to 
secondhand smoke.

It’s an ashtray.
If  customers dining on the front patio of  

the Swiss Hotel want to smoke a cigarette or 
a cigar, there is nothing to stop them from 
lighting up.

Unlike many other cities, Sonoma is a bit 
of  an outlier, with no rules restricting out-
door smoking. While many municipalities 
and counties in California have rules pro-
hibiting smoking in outdoor dining areas, 
commercial districts and parks, Sonoma has 
none. But that could change.

The City Council last week voted 4-1 to 
revise the city’s relatively lax ordinance 
and make it among the state’s toughest for 
protecting people from secondhand smoke.

But Sonoma voters have to approve 
it, likely on the November ballot. That’s 
because voters ratified the last set of  public 
smoking guidelines in 1992 and need to sign 
off on any revisions to the city ordinance.

If  the regulations are approved, the guide-

lines drafted by the City Council would pro-
hibit smoking on all streets and sidewalks 
in the entire 2.7-square-mile town. People 
could no longer light up in the Sonoma 
Plaza or any public outdoor areas. And they 
would no longer be able to smoke at outdoor 
dining spots like the Swiss Hotel.

“Thank God. I’ve been waiting for the shoe 

By CLARK MASON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Tourist Jean Bernard 
of Toulouse, France, 
enjoys a cigar in 
downtown Sonoma.

SONOMA » If voters approve ordinance, new public 
smoking regulations would be among state’s toughest
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