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RANCHO COTATE FALLS IN NCS PLAYOFFS »  
Top-seed softball team stung by 8th-seed 
Bishop O’Dowd in quarterfinals.  C1

PG&E TO CREATE HOUSING AID FUND »  
Bankruptcy judge gives utility OK to put 
$105M toward helping fire survivors.  A3

WEDNESDAY NIGHT 
MARKET RETURNS » 
Fruits of season 
greet joyful crowd 
in downtown SR  
for kickoff of 
midweek event. A3

Trump 
erupts 
over 
probes

WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump abruptly blew up 
a meeting with Democratic con-
gressional leaders on Wednes-
day, declaring that he could 
not work with them until they 
stopped investigating him and 
lashing out at House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi for accusing him 
of  a cover-up.

He then marched out into the 
Rose Garden, where reporters 
had been gathered, and deliv-
ered a statement bristling with 
anger as he de-
manded that 
D e m o c r a t s 
“get these 
phony inves-
tigations over 
with.” He said 
they could not 
legislate and 
investigate si-
multaneously. 
“We’re going 
to go down 
one track at a 
time,” he said.

The tempestuous clash be-
tween Trump and Pelosi sug-
gested that efforts to forge bi-
partisan legislation on issues 
— already a long shot — may 
effectively be frozen for the fore-
seeable future while the pres-
ident and his opponents feud 
over the various investigations 
now underway.

The confrontation came on a 
day when talk of  a possible im-
peachment drive raised tempera-
tures on both sides of  the aisle. 
Restive House Democrats pressed 
Pelosi to open a formal inquiry 
aimed at removing the president 
from office for high crimes and 
misdemeanors while both sides 
sought to gain the upper hand in 
the escalating conflicts over testi-
mony and documents.

The Justice Department 
struck a deal with the House 
Intelligence Committee to 

President blows up at 
Dems in meeting, says 
no infrastructure talks
By PETER BAKER, KATIE ROGERS 
AND EMILY COCHRANE
NEW YORK TIMES
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Pelosi seeks to 
head off growing 
party revolt call-
ing to impeach 
Trump / A2

 ■Details about 
Trump’s finances 
take two steps 
toward becoming 
public / B1

 PHOTOS BY BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Vehicles travel past cones blocking the southbound lane of Highway 1, which was closed after the road collapsed, at Gleason Beach north of 
Bodega Bay on Wednesday. Caltrans is considering solutions to repair or replace the road, as well as ways to stabilize the crumbling cliff. 

Coastal road gives out 
near Gleason Beach

HIGHWAY 1 » Caltrans closes southbound lane, seeks solutions

A stretch of  southbound Highway 1 on the Sonoma 
Coast at risk of  failure from coastal erosion for two 
decades has finally been abandoned — the cracked 

and sagging western-most lane shut down for good last week.
Abundant winter rainfall and regular wave action under-

cutting the deteriorating bluffs at Gleason Beach have finally 
made the affected lane too dangerous for traffic, triggering 
the emergency closure and switch to a single, shared lane all 
travelers, Caltrans said.

“I can describe it in one word: scary,” said Sonoma Coun-
ty planner Gary Helfrich, whose recent examination of  the 
crumbling cliff and damaged highway turned up cracking 
along the double-yellow lines.

Short-term solutions are still being developed, but the hope 
at this point is to build a new, adjacent lane inland to carry 
northbound traffic and convert the existing northbound lane 
for use by those traveling south, Caltrans representatives 
said. Engineers also are contemplating trying to stabilize the 
coastal edge by embedding up to 60 50-foot steel beams verti-
cally into what had been the southbound lane. 

“We want to buy as much time as possible,” said Stefan 
Galvez-Abadia, chief  of  Caltrans’ Office of  Environmental 
Analysis.

Concrete from 
Highway 1 litters the 
rocks Wednesday near 
Gleason Beach north of 
Bodega Bay.

By MARY CALLAHAN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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CALTRANS FORUM 
ON HIGHWAY 1
Caltrans will host a public 
informational meeting to 
discuss the coastal erosion 
affecting Highway 1 at 
Gleason Beach, the recent 
closure of the southbound 
lane and the short-term 
efforts to restore two-way 
traffic, as well as long-
term plans for highway 
realignment.
When: 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday
Where: Bodega Bay Fire 
Protection District Station, 
510 Highway 1, Bodega 
Bay

‘Didn’t see this coming’: 
Fieri gets Hollywood star

For one day, Hollywood became 
Flavortown as celebrity chef  Guy 
Fieri on Wednesday got his star on 

the star-studded Walk of  Fame. 
“I didn’t see this coming,” said the San-

ta Rosa resident who went from a humble 
pretzel hawker in his native Ferndale in 
Humboldt County to an internationally 
recognized celebrity with more than 
 63 restaurants.

“This wasn’t even in my dream world,” 

Fieri told a group of  family, friends, 
celebrities and supporters who gathered 
for the unveiling of  Fieri’s pink star on 
Hollywood Boulevard. 

His mother, Penny, and father, Jim Fer-
ry, who also live in Santa Rosa, sat in the 
front row of  the award ceremony, along 
with his wife, Lori, and sons Ryder and 
Hunter. Others present in his entourage 
were: his aunts; his dentist; his business 
team; and actor and friend Matthew 
McConaughey. WILLY SANJUAN / INVISION

Guy Fieri points to his Hollywood Walk of Fame star 
Wednesday during a ceremony in Los Angeles.

By HEATHER IRWIN
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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