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SMART overhauls train schedule
After wave of criticism
from commuters, agency
shortens some wait times
By DEREK MOORE
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Facing public backlash over
its announced schedule for
passenger rail service, Sonoma
Marin Area Rail Transit scrambled to release a revised version

Tuesday — one that officials say
shortens wait times during peak
commute hours, though gaps
of an hour or more still exist
during some of those periods.
The updated schedule —
released less than a week after
SMART unveiled the earlier version — still includes 34 trips on
weekdays, with the same number of trains. It shortened some
90-minute waits to hourlong
gaps and retained 30-minute

intervals across most of the
peak hours of operation.
The additional arrival and
departure times are geared to
appeal to more commuters,
planned to be the rail line’s key
group of users. The new timetable, for example, includes a new
7:30 a.m. southbound departure
from downtown Santa Rosa and
a new 5:29 p.m. departure northbound from San Rafael.
The adjusted timetable result-

ed from work over the weekend
by SMART officials and representatives of regional transportation agencies following
a deluge of complaints since
last week on the rail agency’s
social media sites. Debora
Fudge, SMART’s board chairwoman and the mayor of Windsor, said it became clear that
what the rail agency put out
originally was not going to work.
“Within six days we’ve

changed it (the schedule) and
I’m getting a lot of thumbs up
from people who want to travel
to Larkspur and San Rafael, and
the other way,” Fudge said of
the newly revised schedule.
It also includes an earlier start
time for the first southbound
train, which is now scheduled
to depart the north Santa Rosa
station at Airport Boulevard at
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MANCHESTER » Fearful of a follow-up to 22-year-old’s
concert bombing, May orders maximum security
John Brennan

Ex-spy
recounts
fear over
Russia tie

Former CIA director says
agency realized country
meddling in US elections
BY MATT APUZZO
NEW YORK TIMES

MARTIN RICKETT / PA

Britain on high alert
Police officers on Tuesday add to the memorial for Monday’s bombing victims in St. Ann’s Square in Manchester, England.

By KATRIN BENNHOLD, STEVEN ERLANGER
AND CEYLAN YEGINSU
NEW YORK TIMES

MANCHESTER, England — Britain’s prime
minister put the nation on its highest level of alert
Tuesday and deployed the military to work with
the police over fears
INSIDE
that another terrorist
Targeting of Ariana Grande
attack was imminent.
fans, many teens and young
The announcement
girls, is an insidious twist on came as the police conterror attacks / A8
tinued to investigate
whether the Monday
night bombing at a pop music concert in Manchester that killed 22 people, including children, was
part of a broader conspiracy.
“It is a possibility we cannot ignore that there is
a wider group of individuals linked to this attack,”
Prime Minister Theresa May said in Manchester
after a meeting of her top security officials.
JOSE SARMENTO MATOS / NEW YORK TIMES
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WASHINGTON
—
John
Brennan, the former CIA director, described on Tuesday a
nerve-fraying few months last
year as U.S. authorities realized
that the presidential election
was under attack and feared
that Donald Trump’s campaign
might be aiding that fight.
Brennan, in testimony before
the House Intelligence Committee, said he was concerned by a
series of suspicious contacts INSIDE
between Rus- Republicans
sian
govern- grapple with
ment officials opposition to
and
Trump’s Trump’s budget,
associates. The but present few
CIA
learned alternatives / A7
about
those
meetings just
as it was beginning to grapple
with Russian hackers and propagandists trying to manipulate
the presidential race.
His remarks were the fullest
public account to date of the origins of an FBI investigation that
continues to shadow the Trump
administration.
“I know what the Russians try
to do,” Brennan said. “They try
to suborn individuals and try to
get individuals, including U.S.
individuals, to act on their behalf, wittingly or unwittingly.”
When he left his post in January, he said, “I had unresolved
questions in my mind as to
whether or not the Russians had
been successful in getting U.S.

A man cries Tuesday during a vigil at Albert Square in Manchester, England.
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County proposes $2M legal fund for undocumented residents
By J.D. MORRIS
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Sonoma County wants to help raise
$2 million over the next three years to expand legal services for residents facing
possible deportation — a move government leaders hope can alleviate widespread fear among those who are undocumented about the immigration policies
of President Donald Trump’s administration.
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Money will likely come from both public and private sources, and it will go into
a fund held by the Community Foundation
Sonoma County. The fund will be used to
pay for attorneys and some support staff
to help defend residents against deportation.
It’s one of several ways the county is
trying to support undocumented immigrants and their families as the federal
government, under Trump’s watch, has
toughened its approach to immigration
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enforcement.
Similar efforts already are underway in
cities and counties across California. San
Francisco and Alameda counties this year
agreed to hire new immigration attorneys,
and Los Angeles is working on a $10 million legal defense fund for immigrants
who face deportation.
Creation of the Sonoma County fund
was put in motion by the Board of Supervisors three months ago when it authorized an initiative to look at improvement

ROGER MOORE DIES AT 89: The British actor
played James Bond in seven films and had the
longest run of the series’ leading men / B1

of government services for immigrants.
Tuesday’s update — adding a dollar
goal to the fund — came as county officials raised alarm over an apparent new
trend in immigrant households — notably Spanish-speaking families. Among
that segment of the local population, the
county has seen an irregular and sharp
decline in enrollment in some government
programs since last year at this time. More
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