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NFL takes action on anthem
NEW POLICY » After controversy last fall, players
will now have to stand if they are on the field
By MARK MASKE
WASHINGTON POST

ATLANTA — In an attempt to
quell a controversy that engulfed
the country’s most popular sport
last fall, the NFL altered its policy
regarding the national anthem,
no longer requiring players to
be on the field during its playing
before games but allowing teams
and the league to impose disci-

pline for those who protest publicly during the song.
The new policy, announced
Wednesday after a two-day meeting of the league’s 32 owners
in Atlanta, leaves it to individual teams to discipline players
for acts deemed disrespectful
during the anthem but also gives
the league wide discretion to
fine teams for actions taken by
players. The changes were met

quickly with approval from Vice
President Mike Pence and skepticism from the NFL Players Association, which said it was not
consulted on the changes.
“Clearly our objective as a
league and to all 32 clubs, which
was unanimous, is that we want
people to be respectful of the national anthem,” NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell said.
The changes are the latest
development in a polarizing debate that began with then-San

Colin Kaepernick, left, and
Eric Reid kneel
during the
national anthem in Santa
Clara. The NFL
will now require
players to stand
on the field.
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OCTOBER FIRES » She asked everywhere about finding the teen who
came to their aid, even placing an ad in the paper — and it worked

Meeting their ‘true hero’

NFL owners made
a small problem
worse, Nevius
writes / C1

Singing
the gas
price
blues
Ahead of holiday, fuel
costs are significantly
higher than last year
By GUY KOVNER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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REUNITED WITH THEIR HERO: Miles Blakesley, center, helped David Trezise and Alison Reynolds evacuate their Bennett Ridge Road home during the October wildfires.
“I wasn’t going to go home and sleep,” said Blakesley, who was driving friends home around midnight when he saw the flames. “This is my hometown that’s on fire.”
By HANNAH BEAUSANG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

W

hen Miles Blakesley aimed his Subaru Forester in the direction of an
ominous orange glow early Oct. 9, the
19-year-old had no idea what to expect. He just
knew he wanted to help.
“I wasn’t going to go home and sleep,” said
Blakesley, who was driving friends home from a
world folk concert at Petaluma’s Mystic Theatre
shortly before midnight when he saw flames

from Highway 101. “This is my hometown that’s
on fire. What kept me going was that there
might be people up there that needed help.”
He dropped his three friends at their home
near Steele Lane, and headed toward Fountaingrove. After taking Chanate Road to Fountaingrove Parkway, he ended up on Brush Creek
Road, where he first saw the magnitude of the
fires, he said. It was 1 a.m.
He would spend six hours driving back roads,
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“It was just one
of those little
moments where
the timing is
everything.”
ALISON REYNOLDS, who
escaped October’s fires —
with the help of a stranger

Gasoline prices are way up
this year heading into the Memorial Day weekend, the traditional
start to the summer travel season, and Bay Area residents are
paying among the heaviest tolls.
In California and Santa Rosa,
the average price at the pump for
a gallon of regular gas is about
60 cents higher than it was near
the end of May last year, and the
reason is said
to be simple: IT’S TIME FOR
crude oil prices SUMMER FUN
are on a year- Everything you
long run from need to know
around $50 to about Memorial
just over $70 a Day weekend,
barrel.
the precursor to
In California, the season / A3
which tends to
have the priciest gas in the nation, the average
price Wednesday was $3.71, up
58 cents from a year ago, and Santa Rosa’s average was $3.75, up
64 cents over the year, according
to the GasBuddy.com website.
The national average, by comparison, reached $2.96 a gallon
Wednesday, its highest point
since November 2014, according
to GasBuddy, which credited
the rise to “a recent rally in oil
prices.” Typically, every $1 increase in the cost of a barrel of
oil boosts gasoline by 2.5 cents
per gallon.
A year ago, the national average was $2.37.
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Judge: Trump can’t block Twitter users
President, aides violated
First Amendment when they
excluded critics from feed
By JOHN HERRMAN
AND CHARLIE SAVAGE
NEW YORK TIMES

Apart from the man himself, perhaps
nothing has defined President Donald
Trump’s political persona more than
Twitter.
But on Wednesday, one of Trump’s
Twitter habits — his practice of block-
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ing critics on the service, preventing
them from engaging with his account
— was declared unconstitutional by a
federal judge in Manhattan.
Judge Naomi Reice Buchwald, addressing a novel issue about how the
Constitution applies to social media
platforms and public officials, found
that the president’s Twitter feed is a
public forum. As a result, she ruled
that when Trump or his aides blocked
seven plaintiffs from viewing and replying to his posts, they violated the
First Amendment.
If
the principle undergirding
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Wednesday’s ruling in U.S. District
Court stands, it is likely to have implications far beyond Trump’s feed and its
52 million followers, said Jameel Jaffer,
the Knight First Amendment Institute’s executive director and the counsel for the plaintiffs. Public officials
throughout the country, from local
politicians to governors and members
of Congress, regularly use social media
platforms like Twitter and Facebook to
interact with the public about government business.
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A TRAGIC TALE: They were celebrating their

first anniversary in Napa when they got in a
crash — now, the widow shares her story / A3
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President Donald Trump has 52 million followers on
Twitter. Several users said they had been blocked by
the account after they criticized the president.
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