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COMMEMORATIVE POSTER:  
Show your support for the 
Golden State Warriors as 
they compete for the title in 
the 2019 NBA Playoffs. / C1
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EXPANDED SONOMA GO » Special A+E section offers  
activities for getting out and enjoying summer. D1

DEPUTIES SECURE RAISES » Sonoma County OKs 
four-year labor agreement with pay increases.  A3

W I N N E R  O F  T H E  2 0 1 8  P U L I T Z E R  P R I Z E

Trump struggles to confront drug crisis 

WASHINGTON COURT HOUSE, 
Ohio — In a dungeon-like jail in the 
center of  this depressed farming town, 
18 women in orange-and-white-striped 
prison uniforms are crammed into a 
two-story cellblock. Many of  them are 
withdrawing from fentanyl.

The jail, built in 1884 to hold 24, now 
houses 55 men and women, a number 

that can swell to as many as 90. The 
inmates are sprawled on metal bunk 
beds and mattresses that line the floors 
as they wait for court appearances or 
serve time on low-level drug offenses.

The medical exam room, used to 
treat minor ailments, is tucked into a 
broom closet beneath a concrete stair-
well. With few drug treatment options, 
prisoners strung out on fentanyl go 
through days of  withdrawal with little 
help, shivering and curled up on the 
beds and floors of  the jail.

“It’s definitely our detox center right 
now. They just sit there, and they with-
draw there,” Fayette County Deputy SALWAN GEORGES / WASHINGTON POST

Inmates gather inside the women’s facility at the Fayette 
County Jail in Washington Court House, Ohio.

FENTANYL ADDICTION »  
Experts say depth of epidemic 
overwhelming US response
By SARI HORWITZ, SCOTT HIGHAM, 
STEVEN RICH AND SHELBY HANSSEN
WASHINGTON POST
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SMART 
seeking 
vote on 
sales tax

Top officials at the North Bay’s 
commuter rail agency said this 
week they expect a citizen-led 
campaign will be formed in the 
next month to push for early re-
newal of  SMART’s sales-tax fund-
ing as soon as the March election.

SMART is targeting the state’s 
primary based on expectations of  
greater turnout from progressive 
voters who may back the quarter-
cent measure as they choose 
from a growing list of  Democrats 
running for president. The 
rail agency also hopes to avoid 
competing with Sonoma County’s 
transportation authority, which 
appears poised to seek early 
renewal of  its own quarter-cent 
sales tax for road and highway 
upgrades during the general 
election in November 2020.

The Sonoma-Marin Area Rail 
Transit board won’t make a deci-
sion whether to seek early exten-
sion of  the 20-year tax until this 
fall. The move would represent 
the single largest test of  public 
support for the 21-month-old rail 
service since passage of  its cur-
rent sales tax, Measure Q, in 2008. 
It received 70% of the vote after a 
similar ballot measure narrowly 
failed in 2006.

Farhad Mansourian, SMART’s 
general manager, signaled that 
the agency and its allies will seek 
to tout successes since the first 

Agency expects help 
from citizen campaign  
to push for early renewal
By KEVIN FIXLER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Senate passes disaster aid bill

PHOTOS BY ALVIN JORNADA / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Guerneville resident Sonya, who declined to give her last name, allows her son Teddy, 5, to put his feet into the calm water while they walk along 
Monte Rio Beach on Thursday in Monte Rio. Heavy spring rains have prolonged flood recovery efforts for some Russian River communities.

Rains drive high water 
levels as season begins

MEMORIAL DAY » Swollen Russian River creating obstacles for tourism

Businesses reliant on visitors to the lower Russian 
River have been scrambling to recover from Febru-
ary’s flood in time to welcome high-season crowds, 

but the waterway that is the lifeblood and, occasionally, 
bane of  the region, is throwing up more obstacles.

Strong spring rains have raised river currents to what 
many deem dangerous levels, prompting park officials 
and some business owners to discourage swimming and 
water play over Memorial Day weekend —  traditionally 
the opening foray of  the busy summer season.

Monte Rio and Johnson’s beaches both will be closed, 
as will Burke’s Canoe Trips in Forestville. Sonoma 
County Regional Parks will keep its river beaches open 
but is discouraging visitors from getting in the water or 
boating, officials said.

“The river’s too high,” said Dan Poirier, co-owner of  
Johnson’s Beach in Guerneville, where the campground 

Manager’s assistant Rosemary Johnson surveys the post-flood reconstruction 
efforts inside one of the cottages Thursday at The Woods Resort in Guerneville.

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
on Thursday passed a long-
delayed disaster relief  package, 
ending a monthslong impasse 
over billions of  dollars in aid 
for farmers and communities 
struggling to recover from an 

onslaught of  natural disasters 
over the past two years.

The $19.1 billion relief  bill 
passed, 85-8. It includes $900 mil-
lion for Puerto Rico that Presi-
dent Donald Trump did not want, 
but it does not include the south-
ern border funds that the White 
House pressed to include.

The deal came together after 
Sen. Richard Shelby, R-Alabama, 
chairman of  the Senate Appro-
priations Committee, and Sen. 
David Perdue, R-Georgia, secured 
a commitment from Trump that 

he would support the aid bill de-
spite the assistance for Puerto 
Rico and a decision not to include 
any of  the administration’s re-
quest for money to help feed and 
care for migrants detained at the 
southwestern border.

House passage could come as 
soon as Friday. It would mark 
the end of  an arduous partisan 
debate that had stymied recovery 
efforts across the country by de-
laying the allocation of  addition-
al funds.

House members on Thursday 

afternoon had not had a chance 
to review the Senate bill, accord-
ing to a Democratic aide.

An earlier House-passed ver-
sion included provisions from 
U.S. Rep. Mike Thompson, D-St. 
Helena, that would benefit North 
Coast residents. They included 
$150 million in U.S. Department 
of  Housing and Urban Develop-
ment funds that would provide 
communities across the coun-
try, including Sonoma County, 
additional resources to assist 
with unmet fire-recovery needs. 

Thompson was able to boost the 
total funding from HUD in the 
bill by $50 million.

Also, the House bill would al-
low emergency funding to be pro-
vided to North Coast grape grow-
ers whose crops were damaged 
by smoke from the 2018 wildfires.

Lawmakers in both chambers 
had pushed hard to reconcile 
the disaster aid package and the 
White House’s border securi-
ty request before leaving for a 

$19B relief package seeks 
to help farmers, regions 
with recovery efforts
By EMILY COCHRANE
NEW YORK TIMES
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